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Dispatches editorial
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From the Editor’s Desk
	It wasn’t Doug Archibald’s first teach-in. At Cornell University in the
1960s, Archibald, then a young politically liberal (and to some, radical)
English professor, was a regular at panel discussions on the Vietnam
War. In April, in his last semester at Colby before retirement, he organized
another teach-in, this time on the war in Iraq. “I was surprised that I wasn’t
jaded about it,” Archibald said, “and the students didn’t seem to feel it was
the resurrection of something old-fashioned.”
	The teach-in, held in Lorimer Chapel, didn’t feel like a throwback. It felt new
and important—the responsible thing to do in the face of a controversial war.
Quickly planned (Archibald noted that e-mail makes light work of what
was a heavier task in the 1960s), the teach-in panel was an interesting mix. In addition to Archibald,
panelists were Debra Campbell (religion), Sandy Maisel (government), Rob Weisbrot (government),
Paul Josephson (history), Ken Rodman (government), Walter Hatch (government) and Joe Reisert (government). A couple of hundred students, staff and other faculty filled the pews, listened attentively
and posed thoughtful and knowledgeable questions. These people had done their homework.
	The presenters cited some heavy hitters, from Thomas Merton to Machiavelli. The majority of
the speakers were opposed to the war, though their opposition ranged from vehement to moderate.
Defending the Bush administration’s justification for pre-emptive war, Reisert found more support
from students than from his colleagues.
	This forum juxtaposed different views and perspectives about a matter of vital interest. It offered
an opportunity to see faculty offer differing but well-reasoned arguments. It was like baseball’s interleague play—you were able to see players from parallel leagues (departments) go head to head.
Well, sort of. Actually, the atmosphere was collegial. Television panel shows could learn something
from a forum conducted without empty rhetoric. The public could, too.
	That was the comment of a fellow who stood up near the end of the teach-in. He said he’d seen a
notice of this event on the Internet. He worked in a paper mill in Madison, he said, and his paratrooper son was, at that very moment, bound for combat in Iraq. The man said he felt there was
no justification for the war, though he supported his soldier son. He also asked if there was a way
forums like the teach-in could be brought to the community beyond Colby.
Funny he should mention it. In this issue (page 6) you’ll see that plans are well underway for
Colby’s Center for Public Affairs and Civic Engagement. The center will focus on public policy and
international affairs as well as communities and civic engagement. It appears that what Colby does
well now—concentrating powerful intellects from around the world on solutions to political and social
problems—it will do even better in the near future. Stay tuned.
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letters Dispatches

Letters
“The Forgotten War” Is Not
Thank you for the article “The Forgotten
War” (spring ’03 Colby ). It was a blessing to
a sad heart! I served in frontline hospitals in
the Korean War, and after over 50 years I
still see the faces of wounded and dying men
looking up at me and asking, “Why? Why
doesn’t America care? Why have we been
forgotten? Why wasn’t war declared? Why
are we fighting under two flags?”
Wounded and dying men never lie, and if
I were to tell just half of what they told me
few would ever believe it. Why have we not
learned the truths of this terrible war that led
to Vietnam, Kosovo and Iraq? I wonder if
their fears of dying in vain have come true?
Dr. Paul Lycette ’52
Jackson, Miss.
I would like to correct one small aspect
of your otherwise very well written and
well-timed article, “The Forgotten War”
(spring ’03 Colby).
I would like to point out that World
War I was “the war to end all wars” (usually
ascribed to President Woodrow Wilson, but
also referred to earlier in a short pamphlet
written by H. G. Wells in 1917), not World
War II as was indicated in the article in the
middle of page 18.
Thanks again for a fine article.
Daniel C. Kasperski, Ph.D., P’05
Captain, USNR (Retired)
Naperville, Ill.
Regarding “The Forgotten War” (spring
’03 Colby), the war began the summer after
I graduated. I was in the inactive reserves
but a lieutenant failed to show to re-up me;
I was enrolled at Andover Newton Seminary, and all the time there felt guilty. As a
WWII combat vet I had an idea what men
were going through.
I guess my guilt only lifted when a few
years ago I read James Brady’s The Coldest
War, the story of his year in Korea. When
he left, he said, “It wasn’t my war anymore;
it belonged to other men . . . I hadn’t done
badly . . . ” I wrote him my appreciation.
Your article was a penetrating recovery
of that strange and difficult time. I had not

known (or had forgotten) about the Colby
ROTC of the time. Thank you for bringing
back Korea. It is, indeed, a forgotten war.
But the stirring memorial in Washington,
D.C., especially after a snow storm, and
articles like yours will help ensure we never
do forget it.
Win Clark ’50
Plymouth, Mass.

The Tragedy of Eating Disorders
We want to thank Colby for the article
about eating disorders (“Impossible Image,”
fall 2001). Our friend Kim Konieczny
’83 died of complications from Anorexia
Nervosa in March 1998. The tragedy of
this disease—which is so difficult to understand—is exemplified in the death of this
beautiful, smart, fun-loving, athletic person
who had so much to live for. Those of you
who knew Kim through Colby know what a
tragedy it was to lose her.
Those of us who knew Kim, and who
felt so helpless as Kim’s battle with this
disease came to an end, decided to do
something in her memory to help others
afflicted with eating disorders. To that end,
several years ago we held a golf tournament involving Kim’s family and friends to
raise some money ($450) for the Northern
New England Eating Disorders Program at
Mercy Hospital in Portland. Thus was born
the K2 Invitational Golf Tournament.
Since 1998, the event has grown each
year and raised over $30,000 for the program, which offers the only comprehensive,
inpatient and day-treatment services for
eating disorders in Maine. Staffed by experienced nurses, therapists, nutritionists and
physicians, the Eating Disorders Program
recognizes that individuals and their families
need empathetic support, education and
structured care to recover.
The 6th Annual K2 Invitational Golf

Tournament will be held on Sunday, September 14, at the Bath (Maine) Country
Club. We would like to extend an invitation
to join us for the event this year. Through
your participation we may be able to help
prevent another tragedy like Kim’s death
from happening. I can be reached
at bberanmuller@hotmail.com or
207-781-4604.
Barby Beran Muller ’75
Falmouth, Maine
Phil McCarthy ’78, Lori Davis ’84
Bath, Maine

Cleveland Reaching Out, Too
I wanted to take the opportunity to
respond with excitement to the story
(“Reaching Out,” spring ’03 Colby) regarding
the state of Maine’s initiative to use alumni
of its schools to its economic benefit.
I am spearheading an initiative, in conjunction with other business and civic leaders, which seeks to do much the same thing
with Cleveland alums. Dubbed “SayYES!
to Cleveland,” its mission is to connect
Clevelanders in cities across America,
building upon the emotional equity we
all feel for the region, to bring economic
opportunities home. We just returned from
our inaugural trip to Silicon Valley and will
hit Chicago this summer. New York and
Boston or Washington, D.C., are slated
for 2004.
Perhaps you can forward this link
(www.neohio.craintech.com/cgi-bin/article.
pl?articleId=2702) to the folks in Maine.
Laura Steinbrink ’93
Cleveland, Ohio
For more letters on the Korean War,
diversity, Marjorie Bither and the Arey
Murals please visit us online at
www.colby.edu/colby.mag/issues/sum03/letters

Letters Welcome
Colby welcomes your letters. Send them to Gerry Boyle, editor; Colby magazine; Office
of Communications; 4180 Mayflower Hill; Waterville, ME 04901, or by e-mail to
mag@colby.edu. Length should be limited to 400 words or less. Colby reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.
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Dispatches periscope
Gleaned from the campus newsletter, FYI

Quirky Coverage
The quirkiest news coverage of a huge gift toward a
new Colby building was in the
Financial News (U.K.). On June
1 that publication reported that
Bob Diamond ’73, whom it
described as “the sharp-dressing doyen of debt,” had written
a “cheque for no less than $6m
(Euros 5.04m)” for Colby’s
proposed social sciences and
interdisciplinary studies building.
The story portrayed a gasping
President William Adams, “as
he gazed in awe at the college’s
updated bank balance,” and said
“$6m is enough to make sure
that any embarrassing, big-haired
graduation photos from the early
1970s disappear when journalists
come asking for them.”

Eighth Wall; High Flattery?
As conceptual art is supposed
to, Sol LeWitt’s 12-foot-high,
68-foot-long sculpture, Seven
Walls, has provoked debate ever
since it was installed on the
museum’s lawn. The latest salvo
in this public discourse on the

nature of art is a double whodunit. In the wee hours on the
last day of classes, a small eighth
wall, built of concrete blocks
that perfectly matched those in
Seven Walls, was erected adjacent
to the sculpture. It was hastily disassembled that morning.
“The piece was executed in the
best artistic sense,” said Museum
Director Dan Rosenfeld. Problem is, no one knows whom to
commend or whom to condemn.
No one is saying who ordered
its removal, and the identity of
the artist(s) remains shrouded
in mystery as well. An image is
online at www.colby.edu/news/
photos/8thwall.jpg.

A Coffin in the Field House
Todd Coffin ’83, named
Colby’s 19th head coach of
cross country and track and
field, has a pair of shoes waiting for him when he arrives
at the Alfond Athletic Center
August 1. Colby’s first NCAA
champion in any sport, Todd
won the 1983 NCAA Division III steeplechase, and the

College retired his track shoes
in a ceremony 10 years later. A
geology major, Todd earned an
M.S. in geology from Purdue
and worked as a geologist in
Houston, Massachusetts and
Maine. He coached runners
at USM and was an assistant
cross-country coach at a small
college in Brunswick before
that. Even though his shoes
retired, he won the Masters
New England Half Marathon
in 2002. Welcome back Todd,
who replaces his mentor, Jim
Wescott, who retired July 1
after 25 years at Colby.

Smoke-Free in ’03
In May, Colby joined the tide
of institutions banning smoking
in all buildings by expanding
the no-smoking policy from all
administrative and academic
buildings on campus to include
residence halls and on-campus
apartments. The ban went into
effect following commencement.
Because smoking is “a major
public health concern,” the College has a duty to protect, where

possible, students, employees
and visitors who choose not
to smoke, said President Bro
Adams. College Physician
Melanie Thompson, M.D.,
says the Health Center offers
resources that can help employees and students quit.

Mom in Absentia
Maine is a long way from North
Dakota, especially when you
have one child graduating in
each state on the same day. For
at least one family, our commencement webcast helped.
Margery Michael wrote that
the family watched son Michael
Richardson ’03 march Sunday
morning and then attended his
sister’s high school graduation
hours later. Ms. Michael was
grateful for more than just the
webcast. “We are not a wealthy
family by monetary standards.
We are, however, wealthy
beyond measure in that our son
has had the opportunity to be
educated at Colby College,” she
told President Bro Adams in a
thank-you note.

Colby Update: Brian MacQuarrie ’74
Boston Globe reporter Brian MacQuarrie ’74 (“On Terror’s Trail,” fall
’02 Colby) continues to ride the wave
of events that followed the terrorist
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.
	MacQuarrie recently returned from
Iraq, where he spent six weeks as an
embedded reporter with an artillery battalion attached to the U.S. Army Third
Infantry Division. The battalion followed
closely behind tanks and infantry as
they swept north to Baghdad from
Kuwait. MacQuarrie ducked for cover during firefights, wrote his stories
with a poncho draped over his head and laptop (its screen glow risked
making him a target for Iraqi snipers at night) and witnessed everything
from carnage left in the wake of battles to looters stripping Baghdad to
elated Iraqi civilians waving from roadsides.
“That may have been the biggest surprise of the whole thing,” MacQuarrie said, back at the Globe in mid-May. “There seemed to be genuine
relief and welcome there that I did not expect to see. . . . They seemed
genuinely curious about us, happy to see us in a way. But this was just after
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the place had gone down. I would expect it is much different now.”
MacQuarrie filed daily stories from the war for six weeks, transmitting
to Boston via satellite telephone. His final days were spent in Baghdad
interviewing residents and sometimes riding with patrols beginning reconstruction efforts. Often that consisted of driving a Humvee up to a group
of Iraqi men on a street corner and asking them what they needed. The
answers were the same: electrical power, food, security.
The needs were, and are, overwhelming. “I would liken it to Boston,
if all the utilities were out,” MacQuarrie said. “Power. Water. Food. No
schools, no hospitals except for the most basic care. No police force.
It was really a ground-up situation.”
He said he came to believe that U.S. soldiers genuinely cared about
the well-being of Iraqi civilians and that the defeat of Saddam Hussein’s
regime was a good thing for many Iraqis.
“I left with the feeling, which I didn’t expect, that their lives were better
off at that moment than they had been before,” MacQuarrie said. “But
with a lingering question of whether this, in the long term, was going to
be the right thing.”
He may be in a place to see what the longer term brings to Iraq.
MacQuarrie said he could be back, reporting for the Globe from Iraq, by
July. —Gerry Boyle ’78

Declaration of Independence

commencement

“The life of the world in the twenty-first century is still ‘unstoried, artless, unenhanced,’” poetry critic
Helen Vendler told graduating seniors May 25, quoting Robert Frost. “And it is up to your generation to
give it its history, its arts and its human enhancement in knowledge and development.” Vendler’s address
(online at www.colby.edu/commencement) was the highlight of an outdoor ceremony that ushered 497
members of the Class of 2003 from the status of students to graduates of Colby. Among them, Lisa M.
DeKeukelaere of Pleasant Valley, N.Y., with the highest grade point average, was class marshal. The
Condon Medal was shared by Gretchen E. Groggel of Omaha, Neb., and Laura E. Shufelt of Darien,
Conn. Chaos theorist Edward N.
Lorenz, renowned anthropologist Clifford Geertz, human-rights advocate
Sonia Picado and photographer Peter
Ralston received honorary degrees, as did
Vendler. President William Adams made
the call to hold ceremonies outdoors
despite threatening skies and forecasts.
No rain fell, and he earned the gratitude
of hundreds who wouldn’t have been able
to fit in the gymnasium.

photos by: fred field

Poetry scholar Helen A. Vendler of Harvard (left) delivered the
commencement address to graduating seniors (below), families and
friends. Class speaker Evan P. McGee ’03 (lower left) presented a
framed, muddy T-shirt to the dean of students to commemorate the
seniors’ celebration at Johnson Pond, and he asked President William
Adams to hold “Moose,” a ferret, during McGee’s talk. Adams (above)
got help with Moose from James B. Crawford ’64, chair of the Board of
Trustees. Heidi E. Bungeroth ’03 (bottom) was one of 497 graduates
who received degrees and mugged for cameras.
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Reshaping the Hill
By Stephen Collins ’74

Construction begins for the Colby Green, centerpiece of the
College’s most significant expansion in a half-century

With a strategic plan that calls for four new buildings over the next 10 years,
all of them across Mayflower Hill Drive from the academic quadrangle and Mary
Low Commons, Colby will start literally laying the groundwork in September for the
most ambitious campus expansion since the move to Mayflower Hill more than a
half-century ago.
After more than three years of planning on paper and in meetings, College officials
are ready to roll out the heavy equipment to break ground for a whole new area on
campus—the Colby Green. In April the Board of Trustees approved spending $6.2 million for
earthmoving, landscaping, underground utility service and storm-water management systems
to support the new buildings. This is the first in a series of sequential projects, according to Vice
President for Administration W. Arnold Yasinski.
Necessary permits are expected in time for earthmoving to begin in September to build the Colby Green,
an elliptical lawn directly across the road from Miller Library’s terraces, Yasinski said. The green, modeled
on a traditional New England town common, eventually will anchor four buildings: the existing Lunder House
(admissions); an alumni and development center that will house administrative offices and space for College
and alumni functions; and two new academic buildings, one for the natural sciences and the other for social
sciences and interdisciplinary programs.

6
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Facing page, the view from the steps of Miller Library toward
the Runnals parking lot with
New buildings will
the planned Colby Green. Above, the green, with Mayflower Hill
terraced parking areas.
address needs identified in
Drive at left, and terracing leading to social science and alumni/
Since the Colby Green will be
the Strategic Plan for Colby.
development buildings. Below, the view from the proposed alumni/
the site of the first academic
Groundbreaking for the alumni
development building across the green toward Miller Library.
buildings east of the main road
center is slated for the spring of
through campus, concerns
2004; the social sciences/
about traffic were raised
interdisciplinary building
early in the planning effort,
will be next. In addition to
and steps are being taken
the buildings on the Colby
to mitigate the number and
Green, a music instruction
speed of vehicles. Maine’s
and performance center
biennial Department of
is envisioned facing the
Transportation Improvement
Runnals Building.
Program this year included
Landscaping and
engineering funds for a
earthwork to build the
bypass that will eliminate
Colby Green accounts for
the steep hill between
about $2 million of the
Colby and North Street,
$6.2 million approved for
rerouting that traffic onto
phase one of the campus
County Road behind Colby’s
expansion plans. Cutfield house and soccer
and-fill grading will build
fields. When complete,
a terrace down from the
the bypass is expected to
roadway to shape the
admissions tours either pause on the library
reduce significantly traffic flow through
elliptical green in the field between Lunder
the campus. It also will allow the roadway,
House and the Alfond-Wales Tennis Courts. steps or walk across in front of the library;
it’s an important view,” he said. “If anything, currently state-maintained, to become a
To build Colby Green, an estimated 60,000
it will be even better, since the Colby Green
locally maintained thoroughfare, which
cubic yards of soil will be moved, about
will give that eastern side of the campus
means the speed limit can be further
half of it to be trucked in, Yasinski said.
better definition where right now it drops
reduced and traffic-calming measures can be
Landscapers will raise the back edge of the
off into the woods.”
implemented.
field so the landscape will no longer fall
Phase one of the construction project
Discussions in 2002 that proposed
away toward the east. The view over the
building a new road between Lunder House
Kennebec Valley and the Dixmont Hills will encompasses 14.5 acres and will develop
the site for the alumni center and associated
and the arboretum and/or a southern bypass
remain open.
parking areas. Phase two will develop sites
to route Mayflower Hill Drive traffic south
Dean of Admissions Parker Beverage
for the two academic buildings on the Colby of campus both have been abandoned.
said that, construction disruptions out his
Green and will continue plantings. A third
Environmental regulations require the
window notwithstanding, he thinks the
College to collect, manage and treat storm
Colby Green will enhance Colby’s renowned phase will develop the site for the music
and performance building and will replace
runoff created by new campus development
campus beauty and unique views. “All the
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The Colby campus today, at left. Below is an artist’s rendition of
the same view with the Colby Green in place. Miller Library is at
top left; proposed buildings include a social sciences building,
at center, and alumni/development center, at right. At right
center is the existing Lunder House admissions building.

and construction. Systems have been designed
to handle not just the impact of the Colby
Green but of all the development proposed in
the long-range plan, according to Steve Mohr
of Mohr & Seredin Landscape Architects of
Portland. Currently, storm water from 30 acres
of the developed campus flows into two pipes,
and serious erosion problems occur where they
discharge on the east side of campus.
The approved plan includes filtration
chambers and settling ponds that will handle
runoff from newly developed areas as well
as from the pre-existing campus—an area
developed in the 1930s and ’40s before such
environmental regulations were in effect.
“We’re treating water that wasn’t treated
before,” Mohr said. In the end, despite the
new area being developed, the storm-water
systems will produce a net improvement in the
quality of runoff currently exiting the campus,
and serious erosion damage in and around the
edge of the woodlands will be repaired, he said.
The plans approved by trustees are the
result of several years of planning involving
firms from Maine and Massachusetts. The
architectural firm Shepley Bulfinch Richardson
and Abbott, of Boston, was engaged to help
Colby develop a master plan for the campus.
Reed Hilderbrand Associates Inc., a landscape
architecture firm from Watertown, Mass.,
developed the schematic plans for the Colby

8
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Green and for campus landscaping. Mohr
& Seredin Landscape Architects prepared
construction documents for phase one and
designed the environmental remediation
systems associated with the plan.
The design challenge was to respect
the rectilinear forms of the Miller lawn
quadrangle, designed by Jens Fredrick Larson
in the 1930s, while making an effective visual
transition from that formal area to the fields
and forest across the street, according to Eric
Kramer of Reed Hilderbrand. The Colby
Green’s elliptical lawn with curving pathways
was adopted because it relates to both the
formal beaux-arts style of the academic
quadrangle and to the less-developed pastures
and woodlands that are also Colby hallmarks.
“We’re really excited about where this
has come from and about the next phase,”
Kramer told trustees in April.
Additional architectural renderings of the
campus plan and Colby Green are available at
www.colby.edu/planning/campus online.

Diamond Gift
Plans to erect new buildings on the
Colby Green took a giant leap forward
in May, when Robert E. Diamond Jr. ’73
announced one of the largest individual
gifts Colby has ever received—$6
million toward construction of the social
sciences and interdisciplinary studies
building that will stand next to the Lunder
House (admissions).
Diamond, head of investment
banking and asset management at
Barclays Bank in London and a Colby
trustee, gave the naming gift for the new
building, which will house several social
science departments, the Oak Institute
for the Study of International Human
Rights and the Center for Public Affairs
and Civic Engagement, an innovative
new interdisciplinary program that will
capitalize on the College’s strengths in

At left, the campus layout with the Colby Green. Below, the
Campus Landscape Master Plan with the planned bypass
road that will route through-traffic to the north and west
of the athletic complex. Color codes indicate expansion of
greensward, giving the campus more of a parkland character
and transition to existing woodland.

Legend
Fine Lawn
Rough Lawn
Field/Recreation
Cultivated Woodland
Woodland
Primary Drives

Moves Social Sciences Building Forward
policy matters and in civic participation
at the local, state and national levels.
The project budget for the building is $12
million, including endowment to cover
upkeep of the property in the future.
“This gift is remarkable both in its
magnitude and its capacity to change
Colby for the better,” President William
D. Adams said when he announced
the gift. “Not only will the new building
create tremendous opportunities for
our students and the community, but
Bob’s gift coming when it does lays the
groundwork for a broader campaign
that will underwrite other ambitious
aspirations in our strategic plan.”
Construction of the social sciences
and interdisciplinary studies building will
begin in 2005 or 2006, after groundwork
and fund raising are completed. The

building, which is being designed by the
award-winning architectural firm Bohlin
Cywinski Jackson of Philadelphia, will
be located in or near the current Lunder
parking lot, across the road from Eustis.
On the other flank of the Lunder
House, construction of an alumni and
development center is expected to
begin in April 2004. Trustees gave
project approval to the alumni building
at their May meeting, clearing the way
for that $7.9-million project, including
endowment. Facing the Colby Green, the
27,000-square-foot building will include a
large function room that will be used for
alumni events and trustee meetings as
well as for programs during the academic
year. Offices for alumni relations,
development and communications
departments will be on the second floor

and in two two-story wings.
The new offices in the
alumni center address a severe
office-space crunch on campus. By
moving administrative functions to the
new building the College will, through a
series of other moves, free up offices in
Lovejoy and elsewhere for faculty. Ann
Beha Architects of Boston is designing
the building. The alumni center, which
will use geothermal wells for heating and
cooling, was the first academic building
in Maine proposed for certification
through the U.S. Green Building Council’s
Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design (LEED) program.
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Pride and
Gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered students
want increased acceptance and inclusion at Colby
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Prejudice
By R.J. Grubb
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o wind down during the last week of April, a small group of
Colby students gathered in the Pugh Center to enjoy a makeshift picnic—soda, hummus, pita wedges and chips. Some identified
themselves as queer, others were friends and allies. The low-key
affair, relocated indoors due to Saturday afternoon rain, marked the
mid-point of Pride Week at Colby. It was a quiet, lazy lunch, which
stood in contrast to some earlier Pride Week events that sparked a
heated exchange among students and shifted the focus of the campus’s
ongoing discussion of diversity to gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgendered (GLBT) issues.
Pride events, as celebrated around the world, mark a time when
GLBT people come together to celebrate their diversity and to show
their numbers. Designed as visibility writ large, celebrations range
from tame parades to charged political marches. Though different in
style and purpose, Pride events reliably agitate the status quo.
During Pride Week at Colby, 2,000 people packed Wadsworth
Gymnasium to see envelope-pushing comedian Margaret Cho. Later
the same week, New York-based author/performer and sex columnist
Tristan Taormino spoke in the Pugh Center, and while the size of the
audience was modest, the talk subject—a sometimes-graphic discussion
of gender and sexuality—was less so and the reaction was downright
contentious. As the controversy about Taormino’s appearance moved
through the campus (and eventually got attention off campus as well)
the loudest complaints charged that Taormino was a sex worker who
advanced pornography and that her presence offered no redeeming
contribution to the student body. Event organizers countered that
Taormino was a respected queer author and Village Voice columnist who
had plenty to share about contemporary culture and sexual trends.
Exchanges that followed on the students’ e-mail listserv “The
Digest” revealed a healthy ideological and intellectual contest among
peers—and then some. According to some, the flap spotlighted a persistent resistance to GLBT visibility and a growing divide.
“Beginning this year, queer students have become more visible,
but also the resulting backlash has started,” said Andrea Breau ’03,

Students gather to raise the rainbow flag, a symbol of the diversity of
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered communities, in front of Miller
Library in May 2002. Some on campus objected to the displacing of
the American flag, even for two hours.
12
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Student Government Association cultural chair. “If you read ‘The
Digest,’ you’ll see that some students don’t like seeing queer visibility.
The message is that it can be visible but not too visible.”
Sensing hostility, some GLBT students say that they can “be gay”
but they cannot “do gay.”
These developments on Mayflower Hill mirror knotty issues
affecting American society and particularly institutions of higher
education. According to a May 2003 report released by the National
Gay and Lesbian Task Force Policy Institute, GLBT students face a
hostile environment on college campuses, even at ones with strong
support groups. Called “Campus Climate for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual,
and Transgender People,” the report represents the largest-ever study
that gives a national perspective on U.S. college campuses. It found
that more than a third of gay college students nationwide experienced
harassment in the past year and that 50 percent conceal their sexual
orientation to avoid intimidation.
“While there have been significant improvements over the past
decade, clearly harassment and bias are still major concerns for GLBT
students,” wrote Sean Cahill, the NGLTF Policy Institute director.
Heavy on stats and facts, the report omits real faces and real lives.
But take a look around Colby and they are all there. Professors who
hid their identities for years. Unsure 18-year-olds looking for answers
and support. Confident, willful upperclassmen determined to make
Colby more inclusive than when they arrived.
There’s Allen LaPan, sometimes affectionately known as Auntie
Al, in the mailroom. Stop and say hello and he’ll tell you about
numerous students he’s mentored through the years. One was a 19year-old man who came out to his parents. “His father started to cry,”
said LaPan. “The young student said, ‘I’m sorry, Dad, I didn’t mean
to hurt you.’ And the father replied, ‘You didn’t hurt me. I’m just sad
that it took nineteen years for you to tell me.’”
Telling the truth—coming out—isn’t easy. But at college, which
functions as an insular cultural community, students are finally in
charge of every aspect of their lives—from laundry to libido. After
tasting these new freedoms, gay students slowly begin to confront
their homosexuality, and many openly reveal their sexual orientation.
During the past decade, the numbers of students coming out at
colleges has significantly increased, as have their demands for equal
treatment. As these students become more visible, complaints are
likely to surface that GLBT students are “in my face” or that they are
constantly carping that they are not full members of the community.
When GLBT visibility takes the form of provocative political activism, like inviting Taormino, a backlash is predictable, and Colby fits
this pattern.
“I think the extreme left wing of the queer movement on campus
are whiners,” said Steven Bogden ’05, president of Colby’s Republicans, who criticized Taormino’s appearance. “I want them to be able
to live in society comfortably. However, I am not willing to change
or break down every sexual norm in society and allow every taboo,
specifically pornography.”
Bogden hits upon a thorny topic concerning the civil-rights movement for gays and lesbians. National polls suggest that most people
believe gay men and lesbians should be granted constitutional rights
of equal protection and the right to privacy. The court of public opinion and the court of law sway, however, when homosexuals argue for
sexual freedom. When gay rights advocates—or activist Colby students—raise larger issues of socialization, gender and society’s taboos
concerning sex, they tap into a well of cultural anxiety and hostility.

According to Professor Margaret McFadden (American studies), that
tapping has created a campus environment that advances an implicit
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy.
“There’s a lot of hostility and resentment to the new visibility,”
said McFadden. “Students say, ‘It’s okay if you’re gay, I’ll still be your
friend. But don’t ever make me think about it, and don’t ever tell me
that this person is cute, and don’t ever tell me about your life.’ As long
as you keep it on the down low, it’s accepted. But if you don’t perform
it in a conservative way or look the correct part in gender terms, then
you’re going to get a negative reaction.”
It’s a complicated debate because GLBT people are not unified in
the pursuit of sexual and gender freedom. Many gay people are quite
content living normative, traditional lives and do not wish to tell their
peers about someone they find attractive or what they do behind closed
doors. However, it is impossible to say that gay identity has nothing to
do with sexuality. As cultural critic Michael Bronski explains, doing so
“denies gay men and lesbians their full dignity as human beings.”
Colby has begun to tackle big questions: institutional accountability for the comfort and safety of all members of the community and
the place of GLBT history, culture and theory in the undergraduate
curriculum, for example. In significant ways, the College has begun
the slow process of figuring out where it has come from and where it
wants to go. Unresolved, according to advocates for change, is how to
get more people onboard.
“There’s just a small group of people who are willing to be vocal
and stand up for queer students, and there’s an equally small number
of people who are visibly homophobic,” said Gretchen Groggel ’03,
president of the Student Government Association. “But there’s a huge
number of people who don’t speak up either way. Those are the people
who are apathetic and don’t care because it’s not their problem. And
that’s the bigger problem.”

photos by: Brian Speer; previous page, Brian Speer

P

resident William Adams had lunch with a group of GLBT students in Dana last year and came away profoundly distressed by
what he described as “the depths of their discomfort.” Adams charged
a task force to draft a report that takes a hard look at life for Colby’s
GLBT students. Task force members, including faculty, staff and students, renamed the project the Queer Task Force. They opted for the
word “queer,” they said, because it’s a broader umbrella and reclaims
the pejorative term by using it in positive contexts.
The thick report assembled by the task force documents a history
of silence by students who were too fearful to come out compounded
by incidents of harassment toward GLBT students and staff. Results
were gathered using alumni and student questionnaires, interviews
and reports that cited alleged hate crimes. While some GLBT students said they felt supported at Colby and major changes were not
necessary, many cited problems, including:
• Invisibility of queer life, contributing to a sense that being queer
is wrong.
• Verbal harassment and pervasive homophobic language.
• Insensitivity and a tendency to shun or avoid those who are different.
• Lack of support services for queer and questioning students.
• Absence of a vital queer community.
To create a more inclusive and safe campus, the task force recommended numerous steps for the administration to implement. Recommendations ranged from increased diversity training for coaches and
professors to creating a queer studies minor. While President Adams

Comedian Margaret Cho performs before a full house at Wadsworth
Gymnasium at Colby during Pride Week this year.

has responded to the top 11 concerns, many of the report’s conclusions await prioritization by the administration. “With this report,
the ball is now in the administration’s court,” said Jason Bougere ’04,
who was a member of the task force and helps staff the campus GLBT
students’ group called The Bridge.
As at all colleges, an important arbiter is money. Requests in the
report for new initiatives and new staff come as many colleges are
suffering severe budget strain and, elsewhere, layoffs. Pressed by such
constraints, Adams’s initial response communicated that some initiatives will likely be a partial loaf or a series of incremental steps rather
than immediate fulfillment.
Adams sees the broad landscape. “It’s a process of deepening the
sensitivities of the institution to those students’ concerns and being
more supportive of them in their efforts to become full members of
the community,” he said. “I’m hopeful that over the next couple of
years that we will make some progress in the specific ways that they
suggested, but in other ways too.”
His hope, he said, is that the College will be able to address
the climate on campus and diminish the level of discomfort felt by
GLBT students.
“I think we’re at a turning point,” said Groggel. “Since the task
force report came out, we can either go one route, which is active,
or the other route, which is passive. We’ll have to wait and see what
happens, but I think we can start getting things done and keep the
momentum going. I have a lot of faith in the people in charge.”

C

olby has wrestled with these issues over the years. In 1992 a
Lesbigay Subcommittee of the Campus Community Committee submitted a report. Now, though the Queer Task Force effort is
moving some of the same issues to the front burner, the change of
decades has brought change to Colby and to the world.
According to Professor McFadden, life for GLBT students and
professors in the 1990s promised a closeted existence. “When I first
got here queer was invisible,” said McFadden, who joined the faculty
in 1996. “There were plenty of gay and lesbian students, but they
would talk to you behind closed doors or maybe take Phyllis MannCOLBY
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occhi’s Art and Oppression course or a course that Cheshire Calhoun
was teaching that included gay material. There wasn’t a lot of out
faculty, and there were very few out students and staff.”
That dearth of positive representation and gay discourse echoed
American culture. However, aided by increased public acceptance of
homosexuality, McFadden and others—like the co-chair of English, Professor Jennifer Finney Boylan, who identifies as transgendered—slowly
came out to their colleagues. Witnessing an increased pool of mentors,
students began to come out and request subjects that referenced queer
identity. McFadden offered the course Alternative Popular Cultures.
Since popular culture often presented ill-fated gay characters, the subject deliberately examined pop culture from the point of view of queer
artists who told their personal stories through film, music, television and
literature. The class also assigned students the task of creating queervisibility projects. Projects ranged from promoting a well-attended drag
show in Page Commons to posting fliers around campus. Buoyed by
subject material that validated their identities, Colby’s GLBT students

began to be more visible and more vocal. “All of a sudden there was this
massive queer visibility that was going on campus, which got a lot of
momentum,” said Julia Steele ’03.
Predictably, these out and active students began to butt heads
with their heterosexual peers, especially when they questioned social
events. One such affair was the annual “Screw Your Roommate”
event, a college-sanctioned party. Alienated by the event, a group of
100 students successfully petitioned the Student Government Association for its cancellation. An ugly fight started, with those working
to end the party called “Nazis” on “The Digest.” Though the result
was arguably a stroke for good taste and many students may have been
relieved that they no longer were pressured to participate in the party,
it was seen by some as an attack against a Colby tradition—instigated
by queer students.
“When we did away with the Screw Your Roommate party, there
was a huge uproar. People were threatened,” said Breau, who identifies as straight. “They said, ‘We want to have fun too. Just because

Content at Colby, One Student Discovers ”A Drastically Different Experience”
	But for an encounter with a protest at Colby
during her junior year, Alyson Lindquist ’03
might have done her honors thesis on some
aspect of the Civil War.
	The protest in spring 2002 was against
racism and heterosexism at Colby. It involved a
group of megaphone-wielding students called
the Coalition for Institutional Accountability.
It left Lindquist—a contented, hard-working
student whom these issues hadn’t directly
touched—uncomfortable and confused. “I
really didn’t understand how I could be in a
place I loved, getting a great education, and
there are people here having a drastically different experience,” Lindquist said.
	She understands now, having spent a year
researching and writing her honors thesis in
history: From Apathy to Acceptance: A History of
Racism and Heterosexism at Colby. Lindquist,
working with civil rights historian Robert Weisbrot (history) as her advisor, began where she
always goes for answers—the library. From
there she went on to interview alumni, faculty
and administrators as she chronicled more
than a half-century of the Colby community’s
grappling with discrimination based on race
and sexual orientation.
Lindquist notes that racial issues have been
confronted in a series of high-profile events.
“The fight against heterosexism has been subtler,” she said.
	An alumnus from the Class of 1948 told
her that he knew of another gay underclassman who was harassed and later committed
suicide. The alumnus said he coped with his
own homosexuality by hiding it; his fraternity
brothers were aware but let him know it was
okay as long as he didn’t flaunt his homosexu-
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Alyson Lindquist ’03
ality. This was at a time when the McCarthy-era
U.S. Senate authorized investigation of “moral
perverts.”
“I don’t think Colby was significantly more
conservative than the society in which it
existed,” the alumnus told Lindquist.
Lindquist finds the first mention of homosexuality in The Colby Echo in 1971, in an
article intended to explain what it meant to be
gay at Colby and to present homosexuality in a
positive way. It wasn’t until the 1980s that the
issue came to the forefront again as gay and
lesbian students decried “the heterosexist
atmosphere” on campus.
Lindquist also traced changes in the College curriculum, noting Professor of English
Phyllis Mannocchi’s first gay-lesbian-oriented
course, offered in 1985. Amid outbreaks of
homophobic graffiti and other, more subtle
forms of harassment, faculty expanded course
offerings to increase students’ exposure to
alternative lifestyles.
Lindquist said her experience was both
discouraging and heartening. She felt it was

important to capture the history of these
issues, to tell “the untold story.” She also
wanted to remain a historian, detached from
her subject, but found herself moved by the
stories she heard. Sometimes she was profoundly saddened by accounts of discrimination. “There were days when I said, ‘I can’t
work on this today.’”
	But she said she was encouraged when
she received responses from every person
she contacted about the project, that no one
on campus asked her, “Why are you studying
that?” Her father, a Massachusetts business
owner she described as “conservative” and
initially surprised by her choice of topic, urged
her to forge ahead when she was discouraged.
“He said, ‘This is something that means a lot
to people,’” Lindquist said.
	She predicts that the protests of the Coalition for Institutional Responsibility in 2002 will
not have been in vain and that future generations at Colby will benefit from that group and
other pioneers. Lindquist quotes an alumnus
from the Class of 1969 who told her, “Colby
still struggles with its soul.”
Linquist, who will teach at the Taft School
in Connecticut in the fall, also quotes Martin
Luther King Jr., who said, “All progress is precarious. . . .”
	Her thesis concludes, “Indeed, it seems
that each time the College makes a step
forward in fighting discrimination, another
obstacle appears, daring us to keep fighting,
to keep working for change.”—Gerry Boyle ’78
Alyson Lindquist’s thesis is posted online at
www.colby.edu/education/activism/files/
papers/Lindquist.pdf.
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there’s queer people doesn’t mean
we should have to stop having fun.’”

directed against queer students and
organizations.

T

S

hen came backlash, which
tudents and faculty interviewed
included people ripping down
this spring said that they hoped
posters and even replacing posters
to move past these episodes and
with antagonistic messages. Comimplement structural change. High
ments that derided queer students
on the list of recommendations in
in public places and statements,
the Queer Task Force Report is the
such as “queers are everywhere,”
creation of a queer studies minor.
and “they’re going to take over the
As a young academic discipline,
school,” were reported. As an advoqueer studies holds a controversial
cate for homosexual issues, Groggel
seat in the academy. Advocates argue
was criticized in the Echo and was
that it is a rich vein of scholarly study.
reproached by the Colby Christian
Other academics contend that, given
Fellowship.
limited resources for programmatic
The Queer Task Force Report
initiatives, there is insufficient subsays the backlash has not swelled
stance to warrant promoting queer
into incidents of violence as it has
studies over other proposals.
on other college campuses. But with
That debate was aired most pubnational reports documenting how
licly when activist Larry Kramer
prejudice can erupt into violence,
offered $1 million to create The
concern runs high.
Larry Kramer Initiative for Lesbian
“None of us—especially college
and Gay Studies at Yale University.
professors—wants to admit that
Yale declined the offer, questionwe are in a state of ignorance,” said
ing the legitimacy of the program.
Professor Boylan. “But I am here to
Then, after years of dispute, Yale
tell you that there are a lot of things
approved a donation from Arthur
that people still don’t understand and
Kramer, Larry Kramer’s brother,
that lack of understanding isn’t some Top, students, staff and faculty gather at a rally in Cotter Union in Larry’s honor. Now, according
abstract thing. It’s something that puts last spring called after computer equipment was vandalized in to art historian Jonathan D. Katz,
people’s lives in danger and it affects the offices of minority student clubs in the Pugh Center. Above, the director of Yale’s program, it is
participants in the annual Pride Week drag show gather on stage
every waking minute of the day.”
thriving and moving toward degreein Cotter Union.
Some students know that fear.
granting status.
During the fall of 2001, Anna CarAt Colby the Queer Task Force
vill ’03, then a junior, had her bicycle vandalized. Decorated with Report proposed a queer studies minor offered within the Women’s,
multiple Pride stickers, the bike’s lock was broken and its stickers Gender, and Sexuality Studies Program. Dean of Faculty Ed Yeterian
defaced before it was run over by a vehicle and abandoned.
and President Adams have said the proposal will need to go through
“If they wanted to wreck or take an expensive bike, then there the College’s process for new program proposals.
were plenty to choose from. Instead they ran that one over and scored
“The administration needs to be proactive,” said Groggel. Noting
through the Pride stickers, then left it right next to the bike rack,” that the College has responded to past hate crimes and harassment,
Carvill said. “I was upset and hurt and scared.”
she suggested that “there’s a way to prevent those things from hapVice President for Student Affairs Janice Kassman said the act of pening, through education and implementing queer studies.”
vandalism was fully investigated, but a lack of suspects precluded pun“At the flat-out level of academic excellence, queer studies is necishment and the incident was not recorded as a hate crime.
essary,” said Yale’s Katz. “But I think we would be deluding ourselves
“I agree that if damage to a person’s bicycle is motivated by issues to ignore the social and political component”—creating a campus
of sexual orientation, then that is a hate crime,” said Kassman. “If that is more inclusive.
after a thorough investigation, however, there is no suspect, then
He suggests that making scholarly works that represent far-reachthere is unfortunately no one to discipline.”
ing sociopolitical analyses of the 20th century accessible to queer and
More recently there was an unwelcome entry and vandalism in three straight students would encourage new campus dialogues and prorooms reserved for minority student clubs—The Bridge, SOAR (Stu- mote greater awareness.
dents Organized Against Racism) and the Women’s Group. Intruders
“We can change policies and we can write reports but we have to
spilled beer on office equipment and deleted computer files. According get people involved and caring,” said McFadden. “Often people think
to Kassman, the incident was reported as an alleged hate crime to the that ‘it won’t affect me.’ But this is a community, and if something is
Maine Attorney General’s Office and the local police. Soon afterward a happening to people in your community, then I want to argue that
rally was organized in Cotter Union, and students, faculty and admin- you should care and you should be involved and in the very least try
istrators lined up to condemn incidents of harassment and vandalism to make it better.” 
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All That Jazz
Vinnie Martucci—composes and improvises—a life in music

On stage in a cozy New York club with his most recent quartet and
jazz singer Laurel Massé, Vinnie Martucci ’77 leads the band through
an eclectic set of tunes. The set is more than an interesting mix. It’s a
road map of Martucci’s ever-changing musical career.
They play a Beatles classic, and it could conjure up Martucci
playing the Chez Paree in Waterville when he had shoulder-length
hair. A sultry rhythm-and-blues ballad comes from Martucci’s days
on the road in the late 1970s with the funk band The Hitchhikers.
The band swings with a Cole Porter jazz standard and Martucci, his
black shirt buttoned neatly to the neck, could be back playing in a
cavernous theater at a Catskills resort, paying his dues through the
1980s. And when the group launches into one of Martucci’s own postbop jazz compositions, it’s déjà vu from his time touring Europe with
jazz legend Dave Brubeck and Brubeck’s sons.
It’s a winding path that Martucci has followed, but in the years
since he arrived at Colby, he’s never strayed from his passion—music
and playing for an audience. “Performing gives me the perfect blend
of interaction with people, a sense of spiritual direction and the
intricacies of mathematics all wrapped into one thing,” Martucci said.
“When you’re improvising, and things are flying all around the room,
the place gets energized, you’re communicating with the audience,
and they literally resonate with it.”
It’s been 30 years since Martucci showed up at Foss Hall prepared
to pursue pre-med studies. Music soon sidetracked him and by the
middle of his sophomore year he left for Boston to study at the
Berklee School of Music. He then moved to New York City, hoping
to study with Brubeck. The jazz pianist, though, didn’t take students
and instead referred him to study with John Mehegan in Connecticut.
A year later, Martucci returned to Colby to complete his studies, but
now music—not medicine—was his major.
By 1980 Martucci had found what he thought was a temporary
home in Woodstock, N.Y. He had come to work and study at
the Creative Music Studio, which for its brief life was the artistic
haven for such avant-garde jazz luminaries as Marion Brown, Jack
DeJohnette, Steve Lacy and Hamiett Bluiett. Martucci studied and
played with these masters while also serving as the school’s registrar.
But the school closed in the early ’80s when the federal government
cut back severely on arts funding, leaving Martucci with a growing
passion for music but no way to earn a living doing it.
Like the jazz musician he is, Martucci improvised. He found work
with a lounge act at the nearby Pines resort in the Catskills (where
Robert Goulet and Tito Puente once were regulars), and for six years
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he played sets that included funk and soul, polkas and waltzes.
During those years, Martucci was introduced to one of Dave
Brubeck’s sons, Dan, a drummer who also lived near Woodstock.
They formed a jazz fusion group called The Dolphins, which
recorded several albums and toured the United States, Europe and
South America—occasionally with the legendary Dave Brubeck
Quartet. One night in Austria, before an audience of 10,000, an ailing
Dave Brubeck asked Martucci to play the opening number with the
famed quartet. Martucci was going places, but he decided the road
was no place for him: The Dolphins broke up in 1996 after the birth
of his first child. “Vinnie was always kind of joyous; he’s that kind of
cat,” said Dan Brubeck. “But he got to a point where he wanted to be
home with his kids.”
And that’s where Martucci has stayed, most of the time, having
learned that it takes more than talent and dedication to stay on the
musical stage all these years. He’s also needed an entrepreneurial
spirit, a juggler’s knack for keeping several balls in the air at one
time and a supportive spouse who understands the life of an artist.
He met his wife, Liz Lawrence ’77, a potter, during their freshman
year at Colby.
Now Martucci teaches jazz history part-time and teaches a dozen
private piano students at the State University of New York at New
Paltz. He accompanies Massé on a monthly live show on WAMC in
Albany. He records for himself and others in his studio. It’s all music,
all the time.
Martucci regularly plays live gigs with Massé, and that can take
him away from his home for brief spells—a benefit this past July on
Chebeague Island in Casco Bay, a weeklong stand in Los Angeles,
the Detroit Jazz Festival. Martucci also does a cabaret act with Eileen
Fulton, a soap opera star on As the World Turns. His own jazz trio
performs in upstate New York and the Berkshires. He also plays an
occasional wedding, including one a year ago at which his daughter,
Katie, then 8, accompanied him on the violin.
For Martucci, that was, in some ways, a crowning moment in his
long career.
“We have about forty tunes now—from ‘Norwegian Wood’ to
‘Ode to Joy’ to ‘The Tennessee Waltz’—and we also jam on some
blues,” he said. “She even gives me notes on pieces, telling me to hold
notes a little longer. This is more fun that anyone should be allowed
to have.”
David McKay Wilson ’76 is a senior writer for The Journal News in
White Plains, N.Y., and writes for alumni magazines around the country.

By David McKay Wilson ’76
PhotographbyCarolinaSalguero
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With a world-class collection and a new director, the
Museum of Art is ready for its next chapter

Art Movement
By Lynne Moss Perricelli ’95

Sol LeWitt, American, b.1928
Wall Drawing #803 - Wavy Color Bands, 1996
Colored inks, 10' x 27'
Colby College Museum of Art
Gift of the Artist
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ugh Gourley, recently retired director of the Colby College
Museum of Art, recalls a party he attended in New York City
shortly after coming to Colby in 1966. A woman asked what he did
for a living, and he told her he was with the Colby art museum. “She
said, ‘Oh, so you’re there in the summer,’” Gourley said. “‘But what
are you doing in the winter?’”
Today, few would place the Colby College Museum of Art on the
edge of the art-world tundra.
Two major wings have been added to the museum in the last
decade, one exclusively for works by renowned contemporary artist
Alex Katz. More recently Colby commissioned a Richard Serra sculpture for the museum’s courtyard, acquired the complete collection
of prints by American minimalist Terry Winters, bought a Robert
Rauschenberg assemblage and added a prominent wall sculpture by
conceptual artist Sol LeWitt. These are artists usually associated with
major metropolitan and university museums. The National Gallery
and the Guggenheim. The Tate and the Museum of Modern Art.
Stanford and Princeton. And Colby.
Daniel Rosenfeld, the new Carolyn Muzzy Director of the Colby
College Museum of Art, was hired after Gourley retired last year.
Rosenfeld came to Colby from the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine
Arts and, before that, the Rhode Island School of Design. He says that
when he went to New York last February for the Art Dealers Association of America Art Show, almost 40 years after Gourley’s early trip,
the Colby museum’s reputation preceded him. “I introduced myself
as the new director of the Colby museum, and the people I met were
enthusiastic and positive,” he said. “Some of them had never been to
the museum, but they all had the notion it was a special place.”

That’s great for the museum and great for the College, Rosenfeld
says. “It produces a way to realize this is a sophisticated, worldly
place,” he said. “When students and parents look at colleges, these
intangibles have an impact on their interest.”
So how sophisticated is it? Today the museum is Maine’s secondlargest (eclipsed last year by an expansion of the Portland Museum
of Art), with more than 28,000 square feet of exhibition space. It
showcases a prized collection of 18th-, 19th- and 20th-century art,
among other treasures, and is the definitive repository of work by
Katz. In the newest addition, The Lunder Wing, completed in 1999,
the largest academic-museum collection of paintings and drawings by
the expressionist John Marin is on permanent display.
All this hasn’t gone unnoticed. Some 30,000 visitors stroll the galleries every year, by the museum’s estimates. And it’s all free of charge.
“It was always important to see Colby as a resource, to reach out to
the broader community,” said Bill Cotter, president emeritus. “The
museum was a natural.”
Pieces from Colby’s collection are loaned for exhibitions across the
country and around the world. A traveling Alex Katz show recently
was the toast of Frankfurt and Baden-Baden, Germany, and Lugano,
Switzerland, and this year an Italian publication devoted to LeWitt’s
sculptures had a photo of Colby’s Seven Walls splashed across two full
pages—the most prominent image in the publication.
“Bravo to the people who brought you the Richard Serra and the
Katz and all of the art that you have,” said Christine Temin, art critic
for The Boston Globe.
There’s no question that the museum has risen in prominence
since Gourley was asked where he spent the winter. Its Board of

Art Every Minute: From Serra to Katz, Dylan to the Dead, Paul Schupf studies artistic creation
A wet spring snow falls on the campus of

Measure, an etching (with aquatint) derived

on the Colby museum’s Paul J. Schupf Wing

Colgate University in Hamilton, N.Y. In front

from a sculpture Serra did for the Tate

for the Art of Alex Katz, which houses major

of the administration building, a stately stone

Museum in London. Chopp selected it from

works, many of them donated by Schupf.

Victorian, two people wait. A security guard

Schupf’s voluminous collection of Serra’s

He is the Schupf of the museum’s Schupf

pulls up, unlocks the front door and follows

works. Her office has become a stop on the

Sculpture Court, the setting for Serra’s

as the pair makes its way through the foyer

Schupf-Serra tour.

monumental steel-block sculpture 4-5-6.

and up the staircase to the third-floor office of
Rebecca Chopp, Colgate’s president.

“You can tell how he started out with

This also is the Schupf of Colby’s Paul J.

an almost-literal description of the works,”

Schupf Scientific Computing Center at the

Lights go on.

Schupf said as the security guard waited

Computational Chemistry Laboratory and

One of the pair, Paul Schupf, a 60-ish

patiently. “It’s almost like a Grateful Dead

the “S” in what is known at Colby as AMS—

jam. He just jammed. It’s extraordinary.”

the Anthony-Mitchell-Schupf residence hall.

man in sweatpants and Asics running
shoes, strides into the room and turns.

Welcome to the world of Paul Schupf,

His is a prominent, if not unprecedented,

On the wall to the right is a series of black-

where his passions—Serra and contempo-

place in Colby’s roster of benefactors, most

and-white abstract etchings, shapes that

rary art, the Grateful Dead and Bob Dylan,

of whom are Colby alumni, spouses, parents

soar toward the ceiling like buttes toward

history and liberal arts colleges—intersect

or some combination of the three.

a desert sky. This is Richard Serra’s suite,

in extraordinary ways.

WM—WM-V. On another wall is Weight and

This is the Schupf whose name appears

Not Schupf. A Colgate alumnus, he had
no ties to Colby prior to his first visit in 1985.
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Governors is knowledgeable, influential and well-connected, with
personal ties to prominent artists who have figured in several of the
museum’s recent acquisition coups. Its healthy endowment for acquisition (now at $7.6 million) is the envy of many. All of which combines
to make it “a place that’s going places,” wrote critic Grace Glueck in
The New York Times in 2001.

W

hen the late Ellerton Jetté (then owner of C.F. Hathaway Co.)
and his wife, Edith, made their first sizable donation of art
work to Colby in 1956, the collection of prized American Primitive
paintings was hung in Dana Dining Hall.
But by then the nucleus of benefactors had formed for what would
become a substantial museum of art at Colby. With Professor of
Art James Carpenter leading the charge, the museum project had
attracted the Jettés, Willard Cummings (co-founder of the Skowhegan School of Painting & Sculpture) and President J. Seelye Bixler.
Those key supporters and others were reaching out to patrons who
could make a museum happen. Among them were the Wing sisters,
Adeline and Caroline, Smith College alumnae from Bangor. Bixler,
who had come to Colby from Smith, brought them into the fold.
The Wings donated major works, including art by American
Impressionist William Merritt Chase, and made substantial contributions toward the construction of the Bixler Art and Music Center,
where the museum got started. Bixler also involved Jere Abbott, first
associate director of the Museum of Modern Art, who remained
engaged with the Colby museum until his death. When Abbott, whose
family owned Maine textile mills, died in 1982, he left the museum
$1.7 million for an acquisition fund. Ed Turner, a long-time and loyal

Colby development officer and arts patron, later left $1 million, and
the Colby museum has been on sound financial footing ever since.
With the endowment, Gourley worked to develop a teaching
museum that would contain the most desirable contemporary and
historical art. Gabriella De Ferrari, the former director of Boston’s
Institute of Contemporary Art and a member of the Colby museum’s
Board of Governors, explained it simply: “Good things happen when
the chemistry is right. Hugh was so receptive and generous and ambitious for the museum that everyone wanted to help him.”
In the 1970s the Jettés donated their American Impressionist collection. John Marin Jr. and his wife, Norma, gave the Marin collection (to be featured in a catalogue due out this summer). The Payson
Collection of American Art made its way to Colby in 1992 after it was
moved from Westbrook College to the Portland Museum of Art. The
collection is loaned to Colby every other year, adding to the breadth
of the museum’s offerings. And as the collection has grown, so has the
constellation of benefactors.
De Ferrari, an art collector and arts writer, met Gourley in the
1970s in Boston when Colby loaned work for an exhibit she was
curating. They stayed in touch, and De Ferrari’s involvement with
Colby grew when her daughter, Bree Jeppson ’93, enrolled as a
student. Now both De Ferrari and Jeppson are members of the
museum’s Board of Governors, providing, with others, important ties
to the larger art world. Paul Schupf (see accompanying article) contributed the naming gift, and some of the finest pieces of art, for the
wing that bears his name and holds the works of Alex Katz. Waterville
philanthropists and long-time museum supporters Peter ’56 H’98 and
Paula Lunder H’98 gave the naming gift to build The Lunder Wing

In fact, he had only vague knowledge of the

Somehow all of this adds up to an image

College before it came under the million-

of a freewheeling financier, a tie-dyed stock

candlepower spotlight that Schupf focuses

trader who navigates the wine-in-hand world

on any of his interests. “I didn’t seek out

of New York art openings. False.

Colby,” he said. “It just kind of happened.”

N

said. “I’m not a person who likes to go to
ewcomers to Colby hear bits and

dinner parties, cocktail parties. I find those

pieces about Schupf. That he is an

kind of things death.”

avid and erudite collector of contemporary
art. True.
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himself. The CliffsNotes summary is that
Schupf is a New Yorker who grew up in New

Hamilton, monitoring financial markets via a

Rochelle, went to summer camp in southern

bank of computer screens. True.

Maine and didn’t set foot in Maine again for

That he supports liberal arts colleges—
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But not nearly as deadly as talking about

That he works in an office in a home in

and not just Colgate, his alma mater. True.

Paul J. Schupf

“I just like to read my books,” Schupf

nearly 50 years.
Schupf attended Colgate, where he

That he followed the Grateful Dead and

earned a bachelor’s degree in history and let-

also can talk authoritatively about Bob

tered in tennis. He lived in Europe after col-

Dylan, Duke Ellington and other musical

lege but eventually returned to work on Wall

masters. True, true, true.

Street. In New York he began collecting con-

illustration: leo pando; photo: tony rinaldo

of its holdings. The Colby collection of some 4,000 objects
offers a range of periods and styles, with examples ranging
from ancient Asian art to French Impressionism to folk
sculptures. Its strongest group is American paintings, representing, among other important artists, Winslow Homer,
Albert Bierstadt, John Singleton Copley and Mary Cassatt.
The museum also boasts paintings, drawings and sculptures
by leading contemporary American artists, including LeWitt,
Winters, Jennifer Bartlett, Chuck Close and Eric Fischl.
And the first-rate collection is housed in a physical space
planned by some of the world’s foremost museum designers.
When the College decided to add The Lunder Wing, it
hired architect Frederick Fisher, acclaimed for his redesign
of the P.S. 1 Contemporary Art Center in New York, among
other projects. Intended to resemble the early American
homes for which most of the works were intended, the $1.3million wing added 9,000 square feet divided into 13 galleries
Students turn the Museum of Art into workspace, a use of the museum
for exhibition of Colby’s permanent collection. The wing has
Director Dan Rosenfeld wants to encourage in the future.
a domestic feeling; the works are well-spaced with adequate
to exhibit the museum’s permanent collection of American art.
and, in some areas, natural lighting.
“When people come to Colby, they really feel strongly about it
Just past the lower level of the Jetté Galleries is The Paul J. Schupf
and follow through for years and years,” said Paula Lunder, a member Wing for the Art of Alex Katz, completed in 1996. The 10,000-squareof the Board of Governors and a Colby trustee.
foot wing consists of four galleries with vast space, raw materials and
Now Rosenfeld is determined to fulfill the museum’s unique and natural lighting that best complement Katz’s spare, large-scale works.
vital role as an academic resource. He arrived with extensive curato- The renowned British architect Max Gordon, internationally known
rial and administrative experience as well as a promise to reach out for designing masterful exhibition spaces, was hired to design the
more aggressively to the Colby community and beyond.
wing but passed away before the job was completed. After Gordon’s
The value of a college art museum rests in the quality and diversity death, Scott Teas of TFH Architects of Portland, Maine, expanded

temporary art. He was introduced to Serra’s

feels is vitally important. In the late ’80s

Bill,” Schupf said. “When Bill saw an oppor-

work by Hugh Gourley, then director of the

and early ’90s he focused on the music of

tunity he moved instantly and efficiently.”

Colby College Museum of Art, who one day

the Grateful Dead, taking in 150 shows after

Schupf’s involvement in Colby grew, with

led Schupf to a Serra drawing, Out of Round,

being turned on to the iconic band by a Col-

the museum wing (one of the first public

then in the Colby museum’s basement racks.

gate student. Schupf once excused himself

wings devoted to the work of a living artist),

For Schupf the reaction was immediate and

from a trustees’ committee meeting at Colby

other major contributions, a seat on the

intense, an artistic out-of-body experience. “I

by saying he had to catch a Dead show, a

Board of Trustees. Asked why he plunged so

hadn’t seen a work of art that impacted me

likely first in the history of the College.

deeply into a college where he had no family

like that—ever,” he said.

Schupf also focused intently on the paint-

history, no children enrolled (he’s single)

Since then Schupf has amassed all of

ings of Alex Katz, which led to his involve-

and little prior experience, Schupf said,

the famed sculptor’s prints and drawings,

ment with Colby. Schupf’s first post-summer

“Colby had process.”

145 works that fill both of the Schupf

camp visit to Maine was in 1985 when he

The College, he said, rigorously adheres

homes (one an office/gallery, the other a

was asked to loan his Katz paintings (with

to its decision-making process with an “inclu-

residence/gallery) in Hamilton, N.Y., hang in

their Maine thread) for shows at Bowdoin

sive” philosophy. Not only do all trustees

several Colgate administrative offices and

and Colby. Schupf attended the openings

carry equal weight in discussion and debate

are loaned to museums around the world,

and came to know Gourley. Schupf also met

(not the case at all colleges), but students

including Colby’s.

Bill Cotter, then Colby’s president, and they

appointed to College boards are treated

It’s Schupf’s modus operandi to immerse

clicked, too. “Bill said immediately, ‘Would

respectfully and taken seriously, Schupf

himself deeply in the work of an artist he

you like to become an overseer?’ That was

concluded. In this way, he said, Colby avoids
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and completed the design. Emphasizing glass, steel, cement
and wood, the space is a stunning backdrop for the directness of Katz’s artwork. Alex and Ada Katz, both members
of the museum’s Board of Governors, gave more than 400
works and memorabilia, and with completion of the Schupf
Wing, Colby became one of a handful of museums with a
wing devoted to a living artist.
In the museum’s courtyard, the Serra sculpture 4-5-6 is
a site-specific composition of three rectangular forged-steel
structures, each measuring four feet by five feet by six feet,
and each positioned on a different side. With no identifiable subject matter or narrative content, the work prompted
some to complain, “anyone can do that.” From another
quarter, Serra devotees questioned whether a Serra work
would be seen and appreciated in Waterville, Maine, far
from the art centers of New York and Europe.
Rosenfeld is unfazed. He believes Serra’s work, like that
An installation crew, with sculptor Richard Serra kneeling at left, positions
of LeWitt’s (including the colorful Wall Drawing #803 at one of three 30-ton steel blocks that compose Serra’s sculpture 4-5-6.
the museum entrance), serves a crucial role in an academic
setting because it challenges the viewer’s assumptions. “Serra’s work looking at photos or going to Boston to view it. “If there are paintings
forces us to ask, ‘What is the artist trying to do? Why is the work in the museum that touch a student’s life and open his or her eyes to
here? Why does the museum think it is important?’” Rosenfeld said. art, that is a huge accomplishment that is immeasurable,” he said.
It’s particularly important that students at a college like Colby—
“Students will come to appreciate the seriousness and ambition of the
work itself, and that teaches us all something about the world. Serra’s where students don’t have easy access to major public art museums—
have first-rate art on campus, agreed Temin, the Globe art critic. After
work is not about fashion; it is about ways of seeing.”
Thomas Colville, an art dealer with galleries in New Haven and all, expanding the visual language of a community in this way is a
New York City and a member of the museum’s Board of Governors, primary objective of an academic museum.
Elizabeth Broun, director of the Smithsonian American Art Museum,
says there is no substitute for seeing great original art as opposed to

pitfalls in process that cause some colleges
to lose focus on their mission and goals.

said. “Colleges are good, and liberal arts colleges are better. You can really identify some-

Schupf said he also felt welcomed into

Syracuse, where Schupf established a

thing that is of value and there’s an impact on

the Colby community, to the extent that it

scholarship fund (in the name of Enid and

an ongoing basis. There’s no dilution.”

was Cotter who appeared in Schupf’s hospi-

John Morris, close friends in Hamilton) that

As he put it in an e-mail response to a

tal room in 1994 two days after Schupf had

allows two students to attend every year. He

question about his involvement with the

undergone cancer surgery. “He comes in with

also endowed the school’s first and only fac-

Colby museum: “Try to have any impact on a

this huge smile and says, ‘Get out of bed.

ulty chair. The chair is held by John Robert

major city museum.”

Let’s go for a walk,’” Schupf recalled. “It was

Greene, a specialist in American history and

At Colgate the impact includes a Schupf

one of those things that you never forget. To

the American presidency who has used the

fellowship that sends students to Oxford.

me that was a symbol of the best of Colby.”

endowment to teach linked classes with

He endowed a chair in Far Eastern studies

other faculty and to establish an annual his-

(named for his father, Willem Schupf), and a

tory lecture series.

gift helped make possible a major library ren-

While he said he has enjoyed his friendship with Cotter and his wife, Linda, Presi-
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Compare that lack of impact with the
case of Cazenovia College, southeast of

dent Bro Adams, board Chairman James

“To see what he has been able to lever-

ovation. Schupf bought a former telephone

Crawford ’64 and others, Schupf also likes

age that gift into—it made just a huge differ-

company building in Hamilton for the univer-

to see clearly the impact of his contribu-

ence to that college,” Schupf said.

sity and turned it into a studio art center.

tions. That doesn’t necessarily happen with

And why give to colleges at all? After all,

At Colby he showed up unannounced one

general charities where even major gifts can

there is a multitude of places to practice phi-

weekend to assess his impact firsthand,

disappear into what he calls “a slush fund.”

lanthropy. “It’s motherhood and apple pie,” he

appearing one day at the door of the compu-
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being overwhelmed,” he said. “The static image is challenged
by the way we are inundated with information. Everyone
benefits in ways that are an extension of a liberal education
through the ability to look at works of art and to think of them
as part of a visual, cultural and intellectual life, not just as a
way of decorating a bathroom.”
Another way Rosenfeld hopes to challenge museum
visitors is with innovative programming. Unlike directors
at municipal museums, he need not concern himself with
the constant need to improve the bottom line by boosting
attendance. While other museums install predictable blockbuster shows, the Colby museum offered “Wire and Plastic,
Leather and Grass” this spring—a show juxtaposing South
African street-vendor art forms with the works of the rural
cultures of Somalia and West Africa. Planned by Associate
Professor of Anthropology Catherine Besteman, who has
taught extensively at the Colby-Bates-Bowdoin Center in
A Colby student puts the final touches on Sol LeWitt’s Wall Drawing #803Cape Town, South Africa, the show challenged stereotyped
Wavy Color Bands in the museum’s foyer.
dichotomies in African art (traditional vs. modern, rural vs.
urban).
Three
students—Laura Collins ’03, Leah Robertson ’03 and
said at the Lunder Wing dedication, “I am full of respect for and awareness of the opportunity that a museum like this creates for people. Being Susannah Clark ’03—received academic credit for participating as
curatorial assistants. They presented a gallery talk on their research
in a place like this allows a student to acquire a new language.”
Colby museum supporters privately lament that the museum is and produced a portfolio. “As curator, I was delighted with the level
better appreciated away from Colby than on campus. Rosenfeld, in of enthusiasm and commitment,” Besteman said.
The show incorporated recordings of contemporary African pop,
fact, hopes to make the museum as central to the academic life at Colby
jazz
and hip-hop performers as well as video of dance styles. Calling it
as the library or chemistry labs. In his view, the role of the college art
museum is especially critical in our time. “The museum has the poten- a multimedia, multicultural venture, Rosenfeld said, “It brought into
tial to open non-art students to an experience that in our culture risks the museum a whole matrix of cultural and academic interests. The

tational chemistry lab that bears his name.

ment in colleges he supports, that he was

painted supreme painting for three years

Professor Brad Mundy (chemistry, now emeri-

pleased when students he steered to Colby

and then was gone. . . . Those art people

tus) showed his visitor around, answered

coincidentally lived in the dorm he helped

who grew up at that time experienced some-

questions and assumed the stranger—in

fund. “I’m really able to see the impact from

thing so profound and electric that Pollock

his customary sweatpants and running

day one,” he said.

inadvertently became the standard against

shoes—was from Waterville. When Mundy

And the impact is evident at the museum,

asked what had piqued the visitor’s interest

where the Serra and Sol LeWitt sculptures

in the lab, the man declared, “I’m Schupf.”

kindled a “But is it art?” debate on campus,

which all ‘modern’ art was compared.”

T

here are no Pollocks hanging in Schupf’s
side-by-side Federal period homes on a

“After a nice chat in the space, Paul

a discussion Schupf declines to dignify.

looked around and said, ‘We can do better

“Many people are put off when artists dis-

than this,’” Mundy said. Schupf subse-

turb the status quo,” he said. “People didn’t

and drawings and Katz paintings are illumi-

quently funded a renovation and computer

like Picasso’s Guernica. The French didn’t

nated like beacons and visible from down the

upgrade. Schupf and Mundy became friends

like the Eiffel Tower.”

block. The two-story homes are showcases

side street in Hamilton, but the Serra prints

and Schupf once appeared at the door of

And they called painter Jackson Pol-

for the collection, which also includes impor-

Mundy’s faculty apartment in the Anthony-

lock “Jack the Dripper,” Schupf points

tant works by Jean Dubuffet, Francis Bacon

Mitchell-Schupf residence hall, joking that

out, though, as he put it in a recent note

and Chuck Close. The ground floors are as

he was there to collect the rent. Mundy later

to a close friend in Hamilton, Pollock was

sparely furnished as galleries, with gleam-

paid him in Monopoly money.

“so revolutionary and so brief that he had

ing hardwood floors, white-painted walls and

an impact like none other. He was there,

UV-shielding windows. There is art on every

Schupf said he enjoys the direct involve-
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In another effort to broaden the museum’s reach, Rosenfeld foresees the museum becoming a regular venue for
non-art related activities, such as poetry readings, performances or other programs. “The museum has always bent
over backward to make its resources available,” Rosenfeld
said, “and I aspire to continue to do that. But I have a more
fundamental goal. I want to encourage the faculty across
the board to use the museum.” Some faculty members have
already responded: Sociology Professor Tom Morrione
recently brought a class to look at portraits that related to a
seminar on representation.
Rosenfeld is interested in reaching out to students in any
way that will interest them. Last spring he noticed a group of
physics students studying for their final exam on the couches
near the entrance to the Schupf wing. They congregated there
over a few days, apparently attracted to the leather couch and
Visitors at the opening of “Afterlife” last fall. The show featured Asian
coffee table facing a window. Whereas some museum directors
tomb art from the Colby collection and was organized by students
might react by removing the couch, Rosenfeld has considered
enrolled in an interdisciplinay course combining art and East Asian studies.
ordering more couches and additional seating.
show is an example of how the museum can become a lively instituRosenfeld’s desire to meet the needs of students stems, he says,
tion that touches on parts of the College’s teaching mission that are from his undergraduate experience at Johns Hopkins, where he spent
not self-evidently part of a fine-arts curriculum.”
much of his time at the Baltimore Museum of Art. Some of the shows,
In July the Society for the Preservation of New England Antiqui- especially those he saw in his junior and senior years, had a profound
ties (SPNEA) will use the Colby museum to kick off the first national impact on him and his motivation. “I understood that there was
tour of its renowned collection of art and artifacts. “Cherished Pos- something meaningful that can occur in a museum that is connected
sessions: A New England Legacy” features 175 fine and decorative to the real world,” he said.
arts objects that form a picture of life in mid 17th- to mid 20th-cenRosenfeld and others behind the Colby College Museum of Art want
tury New England.
those meaningful occurrences to happen more and more often. 

available wall space, including an addition

of the benefits of running his business from

Phillips Academy sweatshirt (a recent gift

beyond a garage that was built as a gym but

Hamilton rather than Manhattan is that he

from the school, which is mounting a show

soon filled with Serra prints and drawings.

no longer wears a tie. And he doesn’t dress

from Schupf’s collection) and talking about

up for many special occasions, either. “If

the “Rock and Roll Circus” video shot in

they don’t like it . . . ” he says.

the 1960s and released nearly 30 years

And walls that don’t display art hold
books: art books, history books, shelves
of biographies, books in several languages.

So what is Schupf’s focus? It’s business,

later. Eric Clapton played, along with John

Books on Dylan, at least one on the Dead,

history, music and colleges that are devoted

Lennon and The Rolling Stones and others.

all of them, when inspected, found to be full

to the liberal life he embodies. And art, of

But The Who stole the show, Schupf said.

of Schupf’s scribbled comments. “The dog

course. “I think about art every minute,”

Pete Townshend didn’t just play guitar, he

ears and everything else,” said Greene, the

he wrote in an e-mail. And that doesn’t just

said. Townshend’s power chords were really

Cazenovia College professor. “They’re not

apply to Serra or Pollock or Katz.

a new, groundbreaking form of percussion.

there just for show.”
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At dinner at the Poolville Country Store,

To some it might have been an unlikely

There’s little of the showman in Schupf

an unpretentiously upscale restaurant in

context in which Schupf would encapsu-

(he agreed to be interviewed for this article

Poolville, N.Y., the tables were filled with

late the important and even miraculous

only after long deliberation, and then acqui-

well-dressed Colgate students, a faculty

moments when artistic creativity unexpect-

esced only when convinced it would benefit

member or two, a student having a birthday

edly moves an entire culture forward. But it

the museum of art) for the simple reason

dinner with her friends and her dad.

wasn’t, and he did.

that he doesn’t often break his focus to

At a table to the side of the room was

worry about what others think. He says one

Schupf, wearing Colby sweatpants and a
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“Art,” said Schupf, “does not have to be
what it was.” —Gerry Boyle ’78

From the Hill on campus

NO
Swimming

Safety concerns prompt College to
ban Johnson Pond “tradition”

T

he last-day-of-classes celebratory swim by seniors across Johnson
Pond, which had gained popularity in recent years, got cold water
poured on it this May. Two seniors were fined $1,000 each for swimming across the pond on May 9 during revelry associated with last
classes and a champagne toast on the library steps. The pair defied a
notice from Vice President for Student Affairs Janice Kassman, who
warned seniors in April that swimming across the pond had become
too much of a safety concern.
As punishment for lesser infractions, mostly being in the water
without swimming across, eight other students were assigned community service work, helping the Physical Plant Department prepare
for graduation.
In each of several recent years, a hundred or more seniors had made
the swim, many after having consumed alcohol and some seriously
intoxicated. Each year the Health Center records a spike in admissions for lacerations and intoxication on the day of the event, and
some students who made the swim in past years went to the Health
Center later with symptoms of swimmer’s itch. This year one student
was transported to the local emergency room after breaking her arm
in a fall, and five others were treated at the Health Center for cuts or
for intoxication. Environmental damage in and around the pond is a
secondary concern.
Kassman’s primary reason for outlawing the swim, however, was
danger of drowning, she said. With the likelihood of scores or hundreds
of students in the pond, some impaired, and with the muddy water
opaque with sediment churned up by foot traffic, there was simply too
much risk of loss of life to permit the swim to continue, she said.
Seniors spent a long time cheering, spraying champagne and toasting
their imminent graduation before more than 200 headed for the banks
of the pond. All but a few made a false charge at the water. Some used
the opportunity to wallow and wrestle in the mud.
Kassman said some students expressed their appreciation for the ban,
but others were miffed at the new restrictions. “For the last three years
at least I have been treated like a child. I have not been treated like an
adult at all,” Dan Parise ’03 told the Waterville Morning Sentinel.
“On balance,” said Kassman, “I was pleased with the students’
response. Aside from a handful, they were respectful of the changes
and understood the need for them.” She says she will work with class
leaders and security on alternative celebrations for future classes.
—Stephen Collins ’74

Members of the Class of 2002 turn the shore of Johnson Pond into a
morass on the last day of classes their senior year. The accompanying
swim across the pond was banned by the College this year, though the
scene on the shoreline was comparable to years past.
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Environmental Studies Project Tackles Colby Emissions
“We [the United States] produce twentyfive percent of the world’s greenhouse [gasses] and comprise only four percent of the
world’s population,” said Visiting Professor
Wil Burns of the Environmental Studies and
Government departments. “This needs to be
addressed at the national level but isn’t, and
institutions such as Colby have a responsibility
to do their part.”
Thanks to a project named C3 (Colby Climate Coalition) spearheaded by Burns, Colby
is doing its part.
In the fall of 2002 students in Burns’s
environmental policy seminar began to
audit Colby’s emissions levels. Students also
began researching possibilities for future use
of “green” electricity, energy generated by
sources such as sun and wind that emit much
lower levels of carbon dioxide than traditional
fossil fuels. Continued research through the
spring soon revealed that Colby uses considerably more energy than Bates or Bowdoin
and that appropriate measures for curbing its
energy use needed to be at the forefront of the
College’s agenda.

Beginning the process, the Student
Government Association recently passed
a motion in favor of “offsetting” the
College’s greenhouse gas emissions by 3
percent. This involves funding (at a cost
of nearly $7,000) environmentally cleaner
power-generation technology not available
in Maine but that would reduce emissions
elsewhere in the country.
The commitment to emissions reduction
is college-wide. C3 has the support of College Vice President of Administration
Arnie Yasinski. And in May, President
William Adams signed a pledge with the
nonprofit group Clean Air-Cool Planet,
joining Colby with more than 60 colleges,
universities, communities and corporations in the Northeast working to reduce the
emissions that cause global warming.
In the fall C3 will be in the hands of the
Environmental Advisory Group (EAG), which
will form a subcommittee focused on green
energy and offsetting options. “There’s a lot
of desire among students to see institutional
change at Colby that reflects environmental

consciousness and values,” said Jessica Kellett
’04J, a C3 and EAG member.
“We’re connected to where we live and
want to lessen our footprint on the environment. When you contribute to the solution,
the effects radiate on all levels—locally,
regionally, nationally and globally,” said C3
member Kate Swayne ’03. —Sara Blask ’03

Bassett Award Goes to Kasser
Jeff Kasser is ever the philosophical
philosophy professor. The 2003 recipient of the Senior Class Charles Bassett
Teaching Award, Kasser was thrilled to
get the award by a vote of the senior
class. However, he hopes the award
will encourage students to think about
the different ways of teaching well. “If
you’re a popular teacher it falls to you
to raise those questions,” he said.
Being an exemplary teacher is what
philosophers call a “multiple-realizability,” says the assistant professor of
philosophy. “It is one thing, but there
are a lot of different ways of doing
that one thing,” said Kasser. “I got
the award for trying mighty hard to be
a good teacher.”
Jeff Kasser
Since 1998 Kasser has taught
courses at Colby on American philosophy, epistemology (the nature of
knowledge) and the philosophy of science and religion. He also has been
advisor to WMHB
“Jeff makes difficult material accessible better than anyone else from
whom I’ve taken a class,” said Peter Osborn ’03, a philosophy-math-

26 |

COLBY

•

summer

2003

ematics and philosophy double major.
“After one of Jeff’s classes, students
feel as though they have conducted a
complete study, not just a survey of
scattered ideas.”
Kasser says he likes his singleminded approach. (“I get wired up
on coffee and get as much done as
possible,” he said.) However, he sees
benefits in having more flexibility in the
classroom. Kasser says he respects
teachers who let students work in
small groups but feels there never is
enough time in his own classes. He
also believes there are times appropriate for a straight lecture to students.
“But I can’t do it,” he said. “I can’t
leave them out of the conversation.”
So, what does Kasser think it takes
to be a good teacher? “You have to really care about two things—students
and the material,” he said. “You have to care passionately about both of
them and you have to make hard choices between them.”
For this philosophy professor an award is never merely an award. It’s
also an opportunity to provoke students. —Alicia Nemiccolo MacLeay ’97

New Study of College Sports Considers NESCAC, Colby
In their 2001 book, The Game of Life:
College Sports and Educational Values, James
L. Schulman and William G. Bowen took
a hard look at the impact of athletics on
a broad range of academically selective
colleges and universities, Colby among
them. This September a follow-up study will
be published in a book by Bowen and Sarah
A. Levin titled Reclaiming the Game: College
Sports and Educational Values. Colby will figure
in the new book too, since it focused on 33
institutions, including NESCAC schools, and
since President William Adams chaired the
NESCAC presidents’ group in the midst of
the study.
Reclaiming the Game examines admissions
and academic experiences of recruited athletes,
walk-ons and other students. Advance notices
from the publisher (Princeton University
Press) promise the book will provide evidence
that recruited athletes at these schools are up
to four times more likely to gain admission

than other applicants
with similar academic
credentials, that recruited
athletes are substantially
more likely to end up in
the bottom third of the
college class and that as
a group they achieve less
academically than their
test scores and high school
grades would predict.
“Reclaiming the Game
is essential reading for
those truly committed to
the educational value of
intercollegiate athletics,” Colby athletes on the gridiron. A new book examines the impact of
athletics on colleges and universities.
Adams wrote after
reading a manuscript. “Bowen and Levin show us a way out. This book is a wakeup call
clearly document the pressures and practices for leaders, coaches, parents and athletes at
that threaten to replace the educational ideal of our best private colleges and universities.”
Information from the publisher is available
athletic participation with a purely competitive
one. What is more important, they begin to at http://pup.princeton.edu/titles/7577.html.
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Greenlaw on Books and Boats
Linda Greenlaw ’83 stood at the podium to read from her book The Lobster Chronicles
to a large crowd in Given Auditorium one night in late April and claimed she had a case
of nerves. That’s hard to believe of “one of the best captains, period, on the entire East
Coast”—Sebastian Junger’s tribute in A Perfect Storm to the tireless swordfishing boat
captain—a characterization that rocketed Greenlaw to fame as a fisherman and set her
sailing a new course as a writer.
Peppering self-deprecation with salty exclamations, Greenlaw reviewed her perfect storm
of a life after A Perfect Storm. As a child she said she’d asked her mother, “Do I have to be
a girl?” The reply, of course: “You can be anything you want to be.” One of the best captains,
period, and author of The Hungry Ocean and The Lobster Chronicles said, “I couldn’t be
more surprised about the whole thing.”
Greenlaw admitted to feeling way over her head amid the newspaper and magazine stories
about her and her Hungry Ocean book tour. And her editor annoyed Greenlaw, repeatedly
telling her she was “adorable.” Adorable! No, no, no, her publicist whooped gleefully, the
editor said “tourable,” as in “an author fit to go on tour.”
When USA Today ran a story on her, “I could’ve cried,” Greenlaw said, relishing another
anecdote. “The story was all about Linda Greenlaw’s fruitless search for a man!” Whereupon
she received letters—among them offers of marriage from 18 men, along with 18 pictures
of the men’s boats but not one with a picture of a man. She also received marriage proposals from prisoners in federal penitentiaries.
“Fishing is no life for an educated person. Get a real job,” her parents and others advised
her 20 years ago when she decided against attending law school. Now captain of her own
lobster boat out of Isle au Haut, Maine, she delights in teasing her sternman, her father,
James S. Greenlaw ’57. “I tell him he’s wasting his education,” she said.
“I am inspired by anyone who is good at what they do and enjoys what they do,” Greenlaw
said. The title The Hungry Ocean, she explained, means “I’m consumed by it. I am proudest to say I am a fisherman,” she said, and happiest “being master of my own destiny.”
—Robert Gillespie

Two Watsons, One Fulbright
With two seniors named 2003-04 Thomas
J. Watson Foundation Fellows, Colby’s Watson streak remains unbroken since entering
the program in 1970-71. Dan Chiacos ’03 of
Santa Barbara, Calif., and Kelly Miller ’03 of
Old Town, Maine, each will receive $22,000 to
combine international travel and independent
study. Miller, a government and Latin American
studies double major, will research “Persuasive
Pentecostalism” in Brazil. Chiacos, a Latin
American and international studies double
major with a music minor, will visit Bolivia,
Peru and Ecuador, “Discovering the Soul of
Charango in Latin American Folk Music.”
Chiacos and Miller bring to 55 the number
of Colby graduates who have earned Watson
fellowships over the past 33 years. More than
1,000 graduating college seniors applied this
year, with only 48 fellowships granted.
Also on his way overseas is Jonathan Silberstein-Loeb ’03, of Port Chester, N.Y. Silberstein-Loeb accepted a Fulbright Scholarship
for next year to study the status of American
journalists in Japan. Editor-in-chief of the
Echo—and a Phi Beta Kappa history major
with a minor in Japanese—Silberstein-Loeb
proposed an examination of Americans’ access
to Japanese press clubs and reductions in the
ranks of American correspondents covering
Japan. Last year only one in five Fulbright
candidates nationwide received a scholarship.
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wit & wisdom
“We are off to other things. I wish we could
say ‘bigger and better.’”
Gretchen Groggel ’03, SGA president,
bidding farewell to the Board of Trustees, where
she served as student representative last year.

“You have by now discerned that this is the
joke edition of the baccalaureate address.”
President William Adams, in his

baccalaureate address on May 24 in Lorimer
Chapel, after unveiling a new athletic mascot
based on an image of Pedro, his family’s
potbellied pig.
“My mum and dad were both teachers. I
began my career teaching at university in
Connecticut. It did not escape my attention
that there is a limited time that you can
teach management without actually doing it.”
Bob Diamond ’73, according to the Times of

London, which profiled the chief executive of
Barclays Capital on May 1.

“Real diversity has helped Colby become a
better liberal arts college. I know; I’ve been
teaching here for 34 years.”
Elderly white male Charles W. Bassett
(emeritus professor of English and American
studies) in his column, “I’m Never Going to
Retire,” in the April 3 Echo.

“It’s been a great transition and a great
merging of values that until recently nobody
would have thought possible.”
Kent Wommack ’77, executive director of
the Maine chapter of The Nature Conservancy,
on his organization’s move to large-scale
land acquisitions through deals made with
Great Northern Paper and other timber
companies. Wommack was speaking on
“Environmental Economics: New Strategies
for Land Conservation” at a senior seminar
taught by Thomas Tietenberg (economics,
environmental studies).

“We didn’t have courses like that when I
was a boy. It was more like ‘French Four.’”
Dean of Faculty Ed Yeterian, at the April
trustees meeting, introducing Associate Professor
of French Adrianna Paliyenko, who teaches a
course titled Parisian Encounters: Great Loves
and Grand Passions.

“We really wanted to discourage the tactics
of shock and awe.”
Student Government Vice President Jill
Gutekunst ’03, explaining to the Board of

Trustees recent student government campaign
reforms aimed at changing the tenor and tactics
of elections.

“Here in Belgrade Lakes we use duct tape
to keep our friends’ TVs on ABC.”
Retired Dean of the College Earl Smith, in
an e-mail message to ABC correspondent Dan
Harris ’93, congratulating his protégé on
reporting from Baghdad and Amman before and
during the war.
“It’s snowing heavily in New York. The
Yankees have cancelled opening day!”
Dean of Admissions Parker Beverage, at
an open house for accepted applicants. Hoping to
convert the accepted students to members of the
Class of ’07, he was gleeful that Waterville wasn’t
the only place where snow threatened on April 7.
“I swear to you that in the course of the
semester I will make you uncomfortable.
That’s what we’re here for.”
Margaret McFadden (American studies),
describing how she approaches the “challenge” in
Colby’s tradition of intellectual challenge when
she addresses new classes.

“You’re doing what? Oh, God, what did you do
to deserve that? Please don’t humiliate us.”
His parents’ reaction, according to Evan McGee
’03, upon learning he was elected senior class
speaker for commencement (from The Colby
Echo, April 3, 2003).

Presidential Timbre
Vice President for College Relations Peyton Randolph Helm, Colby’s
chief fund raiser since 1988, was tapped in March for the presidency of
Muhlenberg College.
On July 1, Helm became the 11th president of the 155-year-old liberal
arts college in Allentown, Pa., and he notes that there are similarities
between Colby and Muhlenberg. Both are liberal arts colleges, both were
founded in the 19th century (Colby 35 years before Muhlenberg) and both
have mules as their athletic mascots.
At Colby, Helm is credited with bringing development to a new level of
professionalism. “His most important and enduring accomplishment was
and is the development of the development office,” President William D.
Adams told the Allentown Morning Call. Adams also credited Helm with creating a “culture of philanthropy” among Colby’s alumni and supporters.
During his 15 years as vice president Helm managed the Campaign
for Colby, a fund-raising tour de force that raised slightly more than $150
million—fully 50 percent more than the campaign’s original goal. Also on
his watch the annual giving rate among Colby alumni grew to an enviable
51 percent participation.
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“My goal was to create the best small-college development and alumni
relations operation in our league,” he said, stressing that team-building
was his primary strategy. “I think we are very highly regarded,” he said of
the team he put together.
Trained in ancient history, with a bachelor’s degree from Yale and a
Ph.D. from the University of Pennsylvania, Helm taught a Jan Plan on
Homer and Greek history this year, as he did most years.
He said he will miss “hundreds if not thousands of friendships” that
grew out of his work at Colby. The most important thing he received personally in all his years soliciting gifts for Colby, he said, was the tutoring
he got from William R. Cotter and Adams, two “very different, but very
accomplished presidents.”
“This is a terrific place,” Helm said. “It’s worthy of the support of
everyone who ever went here.”
A national search is underway to hire a new vice president for college
relations. Alumni are invited to submit nominations for the position to
Nancy Archer-Martin, Educational Management Network, 98 Old South
Road, Nantucket, MA 02554.

From the Hill faculty

The Guard Changes

Faculty ranks lose Archibald, Hogendorn, Rosenblum, Sanborn, Sweney, Wescott

doug archibald
When Douglas Archibald (English) speaks of the most important
changes at Colby during his career,
he talks about credit requirements
and tenure process—big-picture
changes that have had a profound
effect on students and faculty at
Colby for the past 30 years.
Part of the young guard when he
arrived at Colby in 1973, Archibald
chaired the English Department at
a time when the College was evolving toward a more democratic institution. He was dean of faculty and vice president of academic affairs
(1982-88) when the College moved from a five-one-five system (five
courses each semester and a Jan Plan) to a four-one-four. For faculty,
the reduced teaching load “was part of the process of becoming more
professional,” Archibald said. “We taught fewer courses and had more
time to prepare those courses.”
That also freed faculty to do scholarship. For Archibald that included
serving as co-editor of W.B. Yeats’s Autobiographies (Vol. III of The

Collected Works), lecturing in both the U.S. and Ireland and contributing
to Irish periodicals. Since 1986, Archibald has been editor of the Colby
Quarterly, overseeing issues that focused on the work of Michael Longley,
Eavan Boland, William Trevor and Seamus Heaney and explored American popular culture, Shakespeare and film, among other themes.
Archibald also points to changes that opened up the tenure process
to more faculty involvement. “The faculty as a whole, instead of just
a few professors, took responsibility for the tenure and promotion
process. We made very tough decisions but I think demonstrated that
it could be done conscientiously,” he said. “As a faculty body we have
become more accomplished, more professional, more demanding.”
And the students? Compared with their predecessors in the ’60s
they’re learning in a different climate, Archibald said. Forty years ago
classroom discussion was contentious and ideas were debated—and
shot down—vigorously.
“If you had asked me, when I first started teaching in ’63, if I had
one word to tell what I wanted my classroom to be like, I would say
‘exciting.’ If you ask me now I would say ‘safe.’ We want students to
feel okay. We want them to think that they’re being taken seriously. . . .
But it’s about tolerance and open-mindedness now.”

photos by brian speer

jean rosenblum
Retiring flute teacher Jean
Rosenblum taught students
ranging from “rank beginners
to extraordinary players”
since she began teaching at
Colby in 1968. Whatever
their level of skill, she says,
they all grew as musicians.
“ Wo n d e r f u l o u t l e t s ”
exist for Colby students,
Rosenblum said. Especially talented players join
the Colby Symphony Orchestra, and winners
of the College’s annual concerto competition
perform as soloists with the orchestra. Some
students, chosen by audition, give recitals.
Her students also play at the annual Festival

of Carols and Lights at
Christmastime.
“I try to help them achieve
their goals,” Rosenblum said.
“I’m interested in giving them
love of music. I absolutely
love music and have my
whole life. It’s an international
language. . . . You can go
anywhere and ‘converse.’”
Musical skills, she believes, enhanced her
students’ self-esteem and the ability to perform
better in any aspect of their lives. Most continue
to be involved in music after Colby, and many
are still actively playing.
“I’ve taught so many bright kids,” she said.

“They become your huge family.” These days
her students’ level of ability “is just incredible,”
Rosenblum said. “They seem to learn faster
and to have more skills since I first came in.”
The year she came to Colby she joined both
the Bangor and the Colby symphony orchestras.
She has seen steady growth in the quality of
the Colby orchestra, rating it with Bangor and
Portland and among the best small liberal arts
college programs in New England.
Rosenblum will continue teaching at the
University of Southern Maine, where she
signed on several years ago. She also maintains
a home studio in Falmouth. If she could get kids
for three hours a day as the sports coaches do,
she said, “what a flute team I’d have!”
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jean donovan sanborn

john sweney

Professor of English Jean Donovan Sanborn leaves Colby on a
high: the Writing Center she launched in the basement of Lorimer
Chapel in 1984 has grown into the Farnham Writers’ Center, 17
student tutors strong and enjoying campus-wide identity on “the
Street” in Miller Library.
The Farnham Writers’ Center (the naming grant came with a gift
from Margaret Davis Farnham ’28) grew from the same pedagogical
roots as faculty colloquia, the Center for Teaching and the Writing
Across the Curriculum program.
Sanborn says faculty from different
disciplines, believing students “were
eager to get the same complexity
into their writing that’s in their
heads,” concluded that several
different types of writing would
be components of Colby courses.
“Interdisciplinary work is a great
strength here,” she said.
The composition that students do today includes journals,
response papers, multiple drafts, portfolios and peer-edited projects.
Students consulting tutors at the Writers’ Center “talk to peers who
ask questions to open up their thinking, and a light goes on,” said
Sanborn, who trained in writing and developmental psychology. The
center’s goal: to move students from plane to plane, progressing to
American academic English.
“It’s really pedagogical. It’s a piece of the learning pie,” she said.
Include education courses among other pieces she’s served to students
during her 27 years at Colby.
For years Sanborn and a colleague coordinated workshops on essay
writing at the Conference on College Composition and Communication,
composition’s equivalent of the Modern Language Association. She also
completed the manuscript of a book, Weaving Writing.
Bringing national expert Peter Elbow to Colby to conduct a Writing
Across the Curriculum workshop was a notable moment, Sanborn
says. Working with Colby’s Trustee Commission on Multicultural
and Special Interest Housing remains another.
But her high point, she said, was “being wonderfully close to the
Writers’ Center tutors. That’s what I’ll miss most—the company of
young minds and energies.”
After twice heading the Colby in Cork program, Sanborn located
on Bailey Island, Maine, where she said she plans to garden, visit with
grandchildren and “write more, after years of working with other
people’s writing.”

John Sweney and his wife, Barbara (admissions), had never seen
Colby College when he applied for a teaching job in 1967. With
a fresh doctorate from the University of Wisconsin, Sweney met
then-English Department chairman R. Mark Benbow at the Modern
Language Association meeting in New York. Benbow offered Sweney
a job; Sweney called a couple of Colby graduates who were working
on degrees at Wisconsin.
“They recommended Colby highly,” Sweney said. “We took the
job over the phone.”
The son and grandson of Iowa farmers, Sweney put down deep
roots at Colby. Thirty-six years later, he remembers teaching in the
’60s, when campus protest was the rule and a job with a corporation
was “a badge of shame.” “Now some of the students I’ve met do seem
to still want to change the world, but they’re just going about it a
different way,” he said.
He’s gone about changing the world by passing on to students
his love of literature. He’s taught
composition and British and
American literature, has led students
into great books, seen the number of
low grades dwindle. He speculates
that the number of very good
students at Colby has gone up.
Sweney also taught for many
years at the Colby program in
Cork, Ireland, where he learned he
couldn’t take for granted that Irish students knew about FDR or the
American Civil War. He found that English department meetings in
Ireland and America are “depressingly similar”; he found that friendships
made in Ireland beckon him to return there.
This spring Sweney teamed with Robert McArthur (philosophy,
integrated studies) to teach a course called The Good Life. Is there
a “good life” for all of us? What are its ingredients? Students—
and faculty—read Tolstoy, Thoreau, Rand, Skinner, Kerouac and
Samuel Johnson.
Students could have considered the life of John Sweney. “My
passion was literature. It seemed to me that my professors had led
a good life,” he said. “They were reading literature and talking
about it to their students and they got paid for it. I thought, ‘I’ll be
reading literature all my life anyway, why not make what I love to
do my vocation?’”
“I think there are students for whom I’ve made a difference,”
Sweney said. “I can’t imagine where else I’d be so happy.”
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jan hogendorn
Jan Hogendorn’s adventure in economics
began with a Ph.D. thesis-researching trek
across the Sahara Desert with his wife, Dianne,
in a Volkswagen bus. The adventure (at least
the classroom portion of it) ended in May
when Hogendorn, the Grossman Professor of
Economics, retired after 37 years at Colby.
Hogendorn’s students have gone on to
prominence in academe, in international
banking, in development economics. And
while he strived to impart the knowledge
he acquired in his career as an economist,
Hogendorn hoped to first pass on something
more fundamental. “I personally always
thought the key role of an undergraduate
teacher, rather than to convey information, is
instead to convey a love for the subject.”
That’s why he freely admits that, though
many of his students will forget some of
what they learn in first-year economics, that
course could be the most important in laying

the groundwork for a career
in the field if it kindles
an interest in economic
principles.
Hogendorn did impart his
conviction that international trade should not be
constrained in general and
that free international trade
leads to higher standards of
living. But there is a role for
public policy to ease the transition, he believes.
“There are going to be those who are harmed
by free, open trade,” he said. “Public policy
must take that into account.”
It was a position he moved to over time,
beginning with his study with the conservative
economist Lord Peter Bower at the London
School of Economics. Bower was a free-market
disciple but he gave Hogendorn free rein to
explore his own ideas. At Colby, Hogendorn

has done the same with
his students.
“I loved being a liberal
arts guy,” Hogendorn said.
“I just love the way in liberal
arts colleges you have a
certain freedom you don’t
have in big universities. In a
big university I couldn’t have
been the same professor who
does international trade and
development and at the same time be allowed
to follow my interests in the economics of
slavery. You couldn’t have done that in a big
university. And I have also loved the fact that in
a liberal arts college students will take courses
in another discipline. In international trade and
development, more than half my students were
from other majors.”
“I always loved the input of outside
knowledge,” he said.
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jim wescott
During his 25 years coaching
Colby track and field, Jim Wescott’s
teams rewrote 28 of 32 records.
The name of the game is
development and progress, Wescott
says. Eleven of his athletes garnered
All-America honors, three of them
three times; one earned four. But a
miler who pared 18 seconds to run
4:24 progressed as much, Wescott
believes, as the 4:24 miler who lowered his time to 4:06. “You get three
attempts at the pole vault,” he said. “Life gives us a second chance.”
Head coach at Division I North Carolina State University before he
came to Colby, Wescott didn’t see any less competitiveness or desire
to improve in Division III athletes. The 1990 New England Division
III Coach of the Year in cross country says he took equal pleasure in
dealing with the different levels of ability and success.
The men’s and women’s track and field programs at Colby offer
“a healthy mix socially and academically,” Wescott said. Women’s

head coach Debra Aitken coaches the jumpers; the teams sometimes
travel together and cheer each other on at meets. Training partners
push one another to higher levels. “You hope they see the value
of it. You hope they continue to help each other in life,” he said.
Highpoints of Wescott’s Colby career include the development of the
Campbell Trails, eight miles of stimulating cross-country trails provided
by the family of Eleanor Campbell ’81. The Alfond Track enabled the
College to stage important events, including the 1992 Division III National
Championships, which brought top athletes from across the country to
the campus. “It was like a miniature Olympic Village,” Wescott said.
Keep the fun in it, he counsels his athletes. Take your running shoes
wherever you go: “There’s no telling what you’ll see, from the Champs
Élysées to rabbits.” A role model of enthusiasm and fitness on his daily
runs, he teaches “some sense of staying in shape. If you’re in decent
shape, you can stay healthy.”
The outdoor state meet high jump, recently named for Wescott,
reflects the respect of his peers and places him among Maine’s coaching
legends. They reaffirmed that in June by naming Wescott New England
Division III Coach of the Year for 2003.

COLBY

•

summer

2003

| 31

From the Hill students

Community

Tracy Schloss helps bring together a true “South End Coalition”

T

Catalyst

he chain of events that directed Tracy Schloss ’03 to
Waterville’s South End started serendipitously.
Schloss, a philosophy and art double major, mentioned to
Professor David Simon (art) that she was interested in urban
planning. Simon suggested she talk to Waterville’s Planning
Director Ann Beverage (wife of Dean of Admissions and
Financial Aid Parker Beverage). Ann Beverage told Schloss
about the city’s ongoing focus on the South End, one of the
poorer parts of the city, and Schloss’s first visit there last
winter proved an eye-opener. “I had no idea of the severe
economic demographics of the Waterville area,” she said.
The area’s problems were no secret to city officials. Since
2001, initiatives aimed at improving the South End have
included upgrading housing there, assigning a neighborhood
police officer and opening a teen center. Schloss, however,
concluded that there still was a serious need for after-school
care, with less than 30 percent of South End children in
grades K-5 (40 of 177) participating in after-school programs
at the Alfond Youth Recreation Center, across town. “That
leaves a large number unserved,” she said.
Tracy Schloss ’03 in Waterville’s South End near the site of the proposed Learning Center.
Many an academic inquiry would have ended there, with
a convincing quantitative analysis. For Schloss it was merely a stimulus
The project is moving forward on other fronts. Colby, the city and a
to action.
host of area agencies have teamed to try to secure federal funding that
She proposed the South End Learning Center, a facility to would provide resources for the Learning Center, a community garden,
provide mentoring and tutoring through Colby Cares About Kids—a a food pantry and hiring of a coordinator for community outreach
program that already matches more than 200 Colby students with projects, including Colby Cares About Kids, the Colby Volunteer
local schoolchildren. Offerings at the Learning Center would include Center and the Colby South End Coalition. “It’s a very large initiative,”
reading, math, computer technology, arts and crafts and character said Lauren Walsh, coordinator for Greater Waterville Communities
development, according to Beverage.
for Children, who is assisting with the grant proposal. “When Tracy’s
Quantitative analysis and concrete proposal completed, graduation project came up, it really fit well.”
looming, and still Schloss was not ready to call her work in Waterville
Schloss graduated in May and planned to do an internship in public
done. Schloss, with others, launched herself into the next stages, relations, specializing in public policy. “I wouldn’t say my involvement
including a door-to-door canvas of the area to determine whether is done,” she said. “But it’s starting to pass out of my hands and into the
residents were interested in such a program.
hands of the people who can really instigate change in the community.”
For those who had been working in the South End, the arrival of
The project was left in good hands, and progress continues. Since
the energetic student was a boost. “We expected good things and we Schloss left Colby, the planners turned their attention to a parcel of
got great things,” said William Bonney, the Waterville police officer land on Water Street next to the Green Street Park, where a skateboard
assigned to the neighborhood. As the project gathered momentum, park is proposed. The Waterville City Council will be asked to approve
Schloss turned to the Hill. “I said, ‘Let me see what I can do for you the parcel as a site for the Learning Center. Colby was about to apply
at Colby,’” she said.
for federal funding of a unit director for the center and for computer
The Colby South End Coalition was established in the spring, the equipment for it. Other funding sources were being pursued and
latest and one of the more ambitious on a list of community service there was no sign that the project had lost momentum. “They’re very
programs run by and for students. Program leaders were appointed this tenacious people who are involved here,” Beverage said.
spring, including two students, Emily Brostek ’06 and Alan Ashbaugh
One of them, Schloss, is in New York, working in public relations
’05, already familiar with the area. It wasn’t a tough sell.
by day, reading reports from Waterville by night. “I send her messages
“I said, ‘This is a very wonderful way to tangibly help people who because I know it’s really important to her,” Beverage said. “I just want
are in real poverty close to campus,’” Schloss said.
to keep in touch.”—Gerry Boyle ’78
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A New

Chapter

photos by brian speer

N

ovelist James Finney Boylan often wrote
from the point of view of characters who
bore secrets. In Getting In it was Dylan, a
teenager on a college-tour trip who hasn’t
told anyone he botched his SATs. In The
Constellations it was Phoebe, who concludes the
way to be liked is to look and act like anyone
but yourself. Drawing these characters came
naturally to Boylan, in part because he kept a
secret himself.
Jennifer Finney Boylan does not. “Rather
than write from the point of view of someone
who has a secret, [in the future] I’ll write from
the point of view of someone who finally has
put that burden down,” she said.
Boylan has done just that, declaring to
both the Colby community and the public
that she is transgendered. The introduction
of Jenny Boylan to Colby came last year;
the larger public met her this spring when
Boylan began a string of television appearances
preceding the publication of her memoir,
She’s Not There (see review on page 34). The
morning she spoke to Colby in her office in
Miller Library, shortly after her first national
TV appearance, e-mails were coming in by
the hundreds. Nearly all were positive. The
public was supporting Jenny Boylan—and she
wasn’t surprised, because the national reaction
mirrored the reaction on Mayflower Hill.
“I wish that everyone had the chance to ride
around on my shoulder because I had the rare
chance to see what the community of this college
is really made of,” she said. “People went to their
best selves and they reacted with intelligence
and with kindness, and, in some ways, people
thought it was not that big a deal.”
But publication of She’s Not There promises
to make Boylan’s experience, if not a big deal,
then certainly public knowledge. The “buzz”
about the memoir began to build in the

Jenny Boylan (English) speaks about her
memoir, She’s Not There, being transgendered,
where her writing goes from here

spring and promised
to grow in the weeks
leading up to the July
publication. While
Boylan was pleased
by the enthusiastic
reception, part of her
was ambivalent. “In
some ways it’s stupid
to publish a book at all,
if you think about it,”
she said. “The thing is,
I have what I always
wanted. The one thing
I don’t want to become is a professional
transsexual.”
On the other hand,
as both James and
Jenny, Boylan was
and is a writer. “This
is what I do,” she said. “And I have to tell you.
There are just some unbelievably good stories.
I couldn’t not tell these stories.”
Another reason to write, according to
Boylan, is to fill a void in the existing accounts:
“There are a lot of books on transgender
published but they’re all terrible.”
With the exception of Jan Morris’s
memoir Conundrum, most books about
transgendered people are either self-pitying
and lurid or dense with impenetrable theory,
she said. “My life is not about a theory. My
life is about children and students and friends
and a partner and a family.”
Boylan has a partner, the woman she
married as James. They now live “as sisters,”
she has said, and continue to be completely
involved in the lives of their two sons. In
fact, Boylan says her life is pretty normal.
She comes to work, teaches creative writing

(a former winner of
the Charles Bassett
Teaching Award, her
courses are booked
solid), goes home and
tends to her kids. “By
seeing me . . . people do
learn something about
transgendered people,”
she said, “that the things
we have in common
with people are much
more dramatic than
the things that separate us.”
Not that Boylan
expects to outlive her
history. She knows it
will always be with her,
even as she goes on to
write other books,
none of which, she notes, will be novels about
transgendered women living in Maine. “I
wouldn’t want to read that book,” she said.
She does have ideas and a few chapters for
other novels, is considering a sequel to her
memoir, or perhaps a nonfiction book based
on interviews with great teachers. She predicts
her fiction in the future may be more relaxed
and gentle than her earlier works, not because
she is a woman but because she is more at
peace: “I hope I’m not too much at peace
because that’s not very interesting.”
And she hopes her experience, like her
teaching, contains lessons for her students. “I
don’t want every student in my class to have
a sex change,” she said. “I want every student
in my class to find their courage and to do the
impossible thing, to do whatever it is in their
life that they need to do and are afraid that
they can’t.” —Gerry Boyle ’78
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Of James &

Jennifer

Jenny Boylan’s bittersweet memior, She’s Not There,
traces her journey from man to woman

T

here was a moment on The Oprah Winfrey
Show this spring that embodied, for one
charged instant, much of the anger and
confusion likely to be provoked by English
Professor Jennifer Finney Boylan’s bittersweet
memoir, She’s Not There.
The day before, Winfrey’s entire show
was devoted to the story of how Boylan went
from being a man to being a woman. The
follow-up show posed the question, “When
a husband becomes a woman—what becomes
of his wife?” Winfrey’s guests talked for a
while about the heartbreak and difficulty that
come with watching a loved one undergo such
a radical transformation, and the tension began
to build until, finally, Winfrey leaned toward
the camera and asked, “So what do you think,
ladies? Is it selfish to just up and turn yourself
into a woman or what?”
The studio audience erupted in applause
and vigorously nodding heads—one great tidal
wave of female vengeance. Boylan, appearing
as relaxed as a person could be under the
circumstances, nodded along, her long blond
hair glinting beneath the lights. It’s a question
she’s thought a lot about.
As Boylan reports in her forthright, moving
and characteristically funny book, from the
time she was 3 years old, “the awareness that
I was in the wrong body, living the wrong life,
was never out of my conscious mind”—yet
this knowledge was inextricably fused with the
fear of what it would mean to others. For one
thing, “knowing with such absolute certainty
something that appeared to be both absurd and
untrue made me, as we said in Pennsylvania,
kind of mental.” But more than anything, it
meant risking the love of the people who meant
the most to her—her parents, sister, friends,
and then, as time wore on and adulthood
encroached, her wife and children.
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Growing up,
most of us struggle
to accept who we
are; Boylan fought to
accept who she wasn’t.
“What I felt was, being a
man might be the secondbest life I can live, but the best
life I can live will mean only
loss and grief. So what I wanted
was to learn how to be happy with
this second-best life.”
And for the most part, she was
happy. As anyone who knew her as
James could attest, he was funny and
buoyant and boyishly handsome, in an
early-John Lennon sort of way. As a child
he decided that maybe he could be “cured by
love” (a fairly Beatles-esque notion, come to
think of it) and throughout his adolescence
optimistically held tight to this idea, keeping
his secret at bay with jokes and high spirits
and energetic ambition; after college he
edited a humor magazine, soared through
graduate school, became a writer, and moved
to Waterville to embark on what proved to
be a satisfying and successful teaching career
at Colby. Along the way, he fell in love with
the woman he calls Grace in the book, and,
finally having found his cure, set about raising
a family. Together they had two sons.
At one point in the book Boylan writes that
it was her mother’s “legacy of cheerful wit”
that sustained her. It sustains Boylan’s four
previous books as well, and now her memoir,
which manages to infuse a complicated and
difficult story with a generous dose of levity.
And comedic writing, as Boylan would tell you,
is not nearly as easy as it looks.
Another author might have taken the
relatively underexposed, highly misunderstood

She’s Not There
Jennifer Finney Boylan (English)
Broadway Books, 2003

topic of “transgenderism” as an occasion to
preach to the masses; yet another might have
incorporated reams of scientific research and
explanation as ballast. Boylan, however, relies
on nothing but her candid, comic voice, even
eschewing the temptations of dramatic effect.
Not long before he met Grace, for instance,
Boylan took a trip to Canada, checked himself
into a motel and put on some women’s
clothing. “I combed my hair out and looked
in the mirror and saw a perfectly normallooking young woman. This is so wrong? I
said to myself in the mirror. This is the cause
of all the trouble?”
The moment is ripe for a discursive
rumination on identity (which this English
professor is trained to do). Instead Boylan
concludes, “I thought about settling in one
of the little villages around here, just starting
life over as a woman. I’d tell everyone I was
Canadian. Then I lay on my back and sobbed.
Nobody would ever believe I was Canadian.”

recent releases
Yet Boylan never treats her story, or the people it implicates, lightly.
Our culture has become more relaxed, relatively speaking, around the
idea that gender might be mutable, but that doesn’t change the shocking
trauma and sense of betrayal that take place when someone you
love—your long-time devoted husband, no less—actually undergoes
a sex change. If the women in Oprah’s studio audience were outraged
by the “selfishness” it took for a man to become a woman, just think
how Grace felt.
And Boylan does, with great sensitivity, presenting Grace as a
generous, devoted and understandably conflicted person. Her pain is
keenly palpable, as is that of friend and colleague Richard Russo, who
wrote an afterword to the book. As the characters react to the losses they
are undergoing and as the genuine love they are discovering emerges,
Boylan’s narrative becomes more and more heartbreaking—though
never overly serious. It’s a delicate balancing act, and one that Boylan
manages with great, brave finesse. Russo tells us he has witnessed a
great love story. So have we. —Kate Bolick ’95

A Master of a Drummer
People think African music is simply about drumming, says Jordan
Benissan, a master drummer originally from Togo, West Africa. But
African music and culture, Benissan tells his Colby students, aren’t
simple at all: “I want to reflect the different styles of drumming and
the diversity of cultural music in West Africa.” With his second CD,
Beautiful Music From West Africa, the applied music associate aims to
properly introduce the music of his homeland to a wider community.
This mission fits perfectly with his duties as a master drummer—to be a
teacher, an oral historian and a custodian of his people’s heritage. While
every song on the CD is traditional, Benissan believes it is important
to understand how each has evolved through the interpretation and
transference of generations of musicians. He says he picked each of the
eight songs on Beautiful Music From West Africa because they touched
him in different ways. Selections include the healing medicine music
“Sakrabude” (Father of the Spirits), the traditional Ewe lullaby “Tutu
Gbovi” and the religious and celebratory social dance “Sido.”
To become a master drummer, Benissan, a member of the Ewe
ethnic group, studied for 10 years with traditional master drummers
from the Ewe, Ashanti, Ga and Yoruba people of West Africa and
then performed for another 10 years to master the craft. But he claims
he’s not finished learning yet. He is currently studying the complex
rhythms of playing two or three drums and singing at the same time.
“Even though you’ve moved to a point where you’re the master of
what you’re doing, you’re still learning,” he said. “I think it probably
just takes you your whole life.”
While the CD is a solo act with Benissan performing all of the
vocals and percussion, he also has a band, Sankofa, which combines
traditional rhythms and songs with modern music. Benissan says he
is influenced by classic rock and roll, like Santana and Led Zeppelin,
and finds those musicians more inspirational than contemporary pop
stars. “Because it took them a lifetime as performers and musicians to
achieve what they were doing,” he said. “They had to learn everything
and experience, experiment.” Much like a master drummer. —Alicia
Nemiccolo MacLeay ’97

Alexander Hamilton: Ambivalent Anglophile
Lawrence S. Kaplan ’47
Scholarly Resources (2002)
Kaplan examines Hamilton’s conception of
America’s role in the world and the foreign
policies that followed from his vision. Part
of the Biographies in American Foreign Policy
Series (Kaplan also wrote Thomas Jefferson:
Westward the Course of Empire), this text follows Hamilton’s rise as a Federalist and first
Secretary of the Treasury to his death in a duel
with Aaron Burr.
FamilyFun Boredom Busters
Deanna F. Cook ’88, editor
Disney Editions (2002)
No more whining from the kids that there’s nothing to do. From getting lost in the clouds to making a tepee, Cook’s Boredom Busters
is filled with 365 games, crafts and activities for any day of the year.
It includes classic and new backyard games (No. 61 Spud, No. 70
Soggy Jog Relay), rainy-day play (No. 113 Box Car Derby), arts and
crafts (No. 227 Build a Geodesic Dome) and projects galore.
Back Story
Robert B. Parker ’54
Penguin Putnam (2003)
In Parker’s 30th Spenser novel the Boston private eye takes on
an unsolved murder nearly three decades old. Who fired the shot
that killed a woman during a 1974 bank holdup by leftist radicals?
Powerful people on both sides of the law want Spenser to leave that
question unanswered.
All I Want Is Everything
Cecily von Ziegesar ’92
Little, Brown and Company (2003)
Will Blair get into Yale? Is Serena engaged to
the gorgeous lead singer of America’s hottest
band? How naughty were they really in St. Barts?
And what will they wear at their wild Upper East
Side New Year’s party—Gucci, Versace, D&G?
Aimed at a younger Sex In the City set, this is
von Ziegesar’s third novel in her Gossip Girl
series (gossipgirl.net), and it is just as juicy
as the others.
Memoir of the Rev. Elijah P. Lovejoy
Joseph and Owen Lovejoy
Lovejoy Press (2002)
Robert W. Tabscott and Robert C. Holt Jr. revised and annotated the
1838 original written by Lovejoy’s brothers Owen and Joseph after
Lovejoy was shot down on November 7, 1837, by a pro-slavery mob.
It includes an introduction by John Quincy Adams, who called Lovejoy
the “first American martyr to the freedom of the press and the freedom of the slave,” family letters, poems and historical accounts.
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From the Hill sports

CrewCut

T

hey came from Alaska, Arizona, California, Connecticut, Illinois, Massachusetts,
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York,
Texas, Vermont, Virginia, Washington state
and Washington, D.C.
Eighteen women, 32 arms pulling, 32
legs pushing, two voices crying out instructions—and the Colby College women’s crew
brought home the NCAA Division III Rowing
Championship title, Colby’s first-ever NCAA
team championship.
Colby’s varsity eight crew won the Grand
Final (places 1-6), and the junior varsity eight
placed third in the Petite Final (places 7-12)
for ninth overall in the May 30-31 meet at
Eagle Creek Reservoir in Indianapolis, Ind.
With lowest points winning the title, the
Mules had 10 points overall, the varsity scoring one for winning the Grand Final and the
junior varsity earning nine points.
A year after finishing second in the country
to Williams College, this year’s varsity eight
of Vivienne Ho ’03 (coxswain), Leah Hagamen ’05, Emily Allen ’03, Laura Mistretta
’04, Annie Szender ’05, Leah Robertson ’03,
Andrea Piekarski ’04, Megan Loosigian ’05
and Ellie Boyce ’03 earned bragging rights as

Women’s crew the best
Division III team in the country

the best Division III boat in the country.
Colby’s varsity eight drew nine women
from nine different states or territories.
“I always knew there was a lot of diversity
on the team in the way we think, our backgrounds, our majors,” said co-captain Emily
Allen. “It was a lot of different people coming
together for one goal.”
That goal seemed impossible earlier in
the season. Both boats lost badly to the Coast
Guard Academy in dual meet races. The varsity eight finished last in the Grand Final at
the New England Rowing Championships in
early May.
“We certainly never hit the panic button,”
said third-year head coach Stew Stokes. “We
knew there was speed to be gained. We settled
down as a group and talked about not worrying
about things we couldn’t control and instead
worrying about getting faster.”
That mentality—and the gift of a new boat
from an anonymous donor this spring—made
all the difference for Stokes and his crews.
“I think it helped psychologically to have
a new boat,” Allen said, “but also seeing the
difference on the water was a big deal. The
JV got our old boat and I think they felt more

comfortable in a better boat. The morale was
real high after that wonderful present.”
The top finisher among New England
Small College Athletic Conference (NESCAC) schools at the Eastern College Athletic
Conference (ECAC) meet on May 10-11 in
New Jersey would receive an automatic bid to
the NCAA Championships. The Mules earned
the bid after being the only NESCAC school
and one of only two Division III schools to
make the ECAC Grand Final.
The NCAA meet got off to a great start
when the varsity eight won their heat on the
opening day, automatically qualifying for the
Grand Final the next day.
Strong 32 mile-per-hour winds greeted
rowers for the finals. With rain forecast for
later in the day, NCAA officials pushed up race
starting times by about two hours.
“Some crews were out there warming up
forty-five minutes to an hour,” Stokes said.
“The water was getting rough, it was a little
cold, and I didn’t want the boat filling up with
any more water than was necessary. We worked
out in a boathouse there and did exactly what
we would be doing on the water.”
Stokes and his JV crew knew that Ithaca

The women’s varsity eight pulls away from the competition at the Division-III Championships in Indianapolis, Ind., in May.
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sports shorts

Coach Stew Stokes, right, and the newly crowned national champions.

College and Trinity College had strong JV boats. Finishing third would
be like a victory for Colby’s junior varsity crew of Becca Reisman
’06 (coxswain), Katie O’Neill ’04, Caitlin Chamberlin ’05, Caroline
Andresen ’05, Cameron Fisher ’04, Sarah Dunham ’05, Liz Johnson
’05, Liz Shepherd ’06 and Liz Curran ’05.
The varsity eight led their final from start to finish, beating secondplace University of Puget Sound by nearly five seconds in the 2,000meter race.
“The last five hundred meters was so emotional because I think
everyone knew we were going to win,” Allen said. “We were just flying.
It was the most fun I’ve ever had in a boat.”
After receiving Colby’s first NCAA team championship trophy at
the awards ceremony, the Mules spent the night together bowling and
getting ice cream.
“We had kids who were going away the next day back to Seattle,
California, Texas or wherever they were going,” Stokes said. “We
wanted to spend one more time together as a team. That night was a
lot like the kids are—loose, relaxed and fun. They are such a tremendous, spirited group.” —William Sodoma

photoS: far right, jeff earickson

More Colby All Americans
Selections announced this spring brought to 18 the number
of Colby athletes named All Americans in 2002-03.
Leah Hagamen women’s crew
Ally King women’s lacrosse
Katie Trainor women’s lacrosse
Elizabeth Frederick women’s outdoor
track and field (pole vault)
Sara Hughes women’s tennis (doubles)
Britt Palmedo women’s tennis (doubles)

National Academic All Americans
Nick Bayley men’s hockey
Eleanor Boyce women’s crew

SOFTBALL became the first Colby athletic team to host a NESCAC
Final Four. Lauren Olmsted ’06 was the NESCAC Pitcher of the
Year and earned league first-team honors with Wendy Bonner ’05
and Annette Caswell ’05. Olmsted led the conference with a 1.15
earned run average, Bonner led Colby in nine offensive categories and
Caswell was second in the league in batting average (.443). . . . After
a solid start to the season in Florida, the BASEBALL team ran into
some tough competition up north. Catcher Eric Roy ’04 earned
NESCAC first-team honors, leading the Mules in batting at .380.
Center fielder Matt Gibson ’03 led the Mules in numerous offensive
categories. . . . WOMEN’S LACROSSE won 10 consecutive games at
one point, went 13-4 overall and made the NESCAC semifinals. Ally
King ’03 became Colby’s all-time leading scorer in women’s lacrosse
with 109 goals and 113 assists for 222 career points. King had 27
goals and 44 assists this season and was ranked seventh in the NCAA
in assists per game (2.39). Katie Trainor ’03 was seventh in the
nation in caused turnovers per game (3.29), finishing as Colby’s alltime leader with 178. Trainor earned both NESCAC and New England
Region first-team honors. . . . In MEN’S LACROSSE, injury problems
took a toll on the team. Long-stick midfielder Ben Winston ’03
earned NESCAC and New England Region first-team honors. Barron
Butler ’04 led the team in scoring with 11 goals and 21 assists
despite missing three games with an injury. Matthew LaPaglia ’04
made 171 saves and had a fine .633 save percentage. . . . Sara
Hughes ’05 was the Co-NESCAC Player of the Year in WOMEN’S
TENNIS. Hughes went to the NCAA Tournament in Redlands, Calif., for
singles and doubles play. Britt
Palmedo ’03 also made the
trip to the NCAA tourney. . . . A
young MEN’S TENNIS team
showed marked improvement
despite some key injuries and
should be a force in NESCAC
next year. Ben Crane ’06
and Tim Stenovec ’06 each
showed promise in their first
seasons with Colby. Crane went
Karima Ummah ’04
16-10 in singles and doubles
while Stenovec was 15-8. . . . WOMEN’S TRACK AND FIELD placed
second at the New England Division III Championships and third at
the NESCAC Championships. Karima Ummah ’04 was honored as
NESCAC Outstanding Female Performer of the meet after winning the
high jump, long jump and triple jump titles. Elizabeth Frederick ’03
earned All-America honors after tying for seventh place in the pole vault
with a school-record leap of 11'7" at the NCAA Championships. . . . In
MEN’S TRACK AND FIELD, Xavier Garcia ’05 won the 400-meter
dash, long jump and triple jump at the conference meet and earned
NESCAC Outstanding Male Performer of the meet. Lee Rankin ’03
won the hammer throw and Ryan Hollett ’05 the 100-meter dash
at the league championships. . . . WOMEN’S CREW made the NCAA
Championships for the second straight year after finishing as the top
NESCAC team at the ECAC Championships. At the NCAA meet the
women won Colby’s first team national championship. Leah Hagamen
’05 was honored as a first-team All-America selection. Eleanor Boyce
’03 earned Verizon All-Academic District 1 honors.
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From the Hill alumni

Reunion scenes, clockwise from lower right, included Texas
rocker Jerry Jeff Walker, playing in Cotter Union (above)
courtesy of the Class of 1978; a fiddler and other entertainment
for children of alumni; bonding activities as grownups had fun,
too; and a snowcone for a potential member of the Class 2022.
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Reunion 2003 was marked by a record turnout as
1,674 alumni and guests gathered on Mayflower Hill
June 6-8 for lobster, the traditional parade of classes,
children’s activities, a variety of guest speakers and
dancing to the music of venerable country rocker
Jerry Jeff Walker. Alumni Award winners in 2003
were William Violette (Colby Brick Award), Sally
Lovegren Merchant ’83 (Colby Brick Award), Susan Comeau ’63
(Ernest C. Marriner Distinguished Service Award), Joseph F. Boulos
’68 (Distinguished Alumnus Award), Thomas P. LaVigne ’58 (Colby
Brick Award), James S. Cook Jr. ’78 (Outstanding Educator Award),
Beverly Nalbandian Madden ’80 (Edson V. Mitchell Distinguished
Service Award) and G. Arthur Brennan ’68 (Colby Brick Award).
For more reunion photos and news go to www.colby.edu/alumni/
reunion/2003/.

photoS: bridget besaw-gorman

Together Again

Record turnout as nearly
1,700 join for Reunion 2003

1940s Alumni at Large
20s/30s
Deaths: Caroline Rogers Hawkes ’27, March 17, 2003, in Windham, Maine,
at 101  Leemont R. Kelley ’28, February 13, 2003, in Machias, Maine, at
96  Ruth M. McEvoy ’28, January 10, 2003, in Batavia, N.Y., at 96  Joyce
Gordon Steady ’28, September 5, 2002, in New Hampshire, at 98  Virginia
Dudley Eveland ’29, October 12, 2002, in Bar Harbor, Maine, at 93  Lucy
Chapin Gibson ’29, April 16, 2003, in Warwick, R.I., at 96  Earle A.
McKeen ’29, April 19, 2003, in Port Charlotte, Fla., at 95  Charles H. Nealley ’29, December 20, 1998, in Belfast, Maine, at 95  Raymond E. Stickney
’29, March 21, 2003, in Concord, N.H., at 96  Kathleen Bailey Andrews
’30, March 4, 2003, in Dallas, Texas, at 95  Maxine Hoyt Richmond ’30,
April 11, 2003, in Farmington, Maine, at 93  Mary Petke Summers ’30,
February 28, 2003, in Southbury, Conn., at 95  Leo F. Ross ’32, January 19,
2002, in Mission, Texas, at 92  Alma Fones Eshenfelder ’33, January 15,
2003, in New London, Conn., at 90  Rebecca Chester Wyman ’33, April
29, 2003, in Laguna Woods, Calif., at 91  John J. Pullen ’35, February 25,
2003, in Brunswick, Maine, at 89  Anita Thibault Bourque ’36, March
15, 2003, in Safety Harbor, Fla.  Margaret Schryver Bostelmann ’38,
February 13, 2003, at 88  Stephen I. Greenwald ’39, March 11, 2003,
in Massachusetts, at 84.

41 Last summer Elmer and Eliza-

beth Sweetser Baxter traveled on
English canals with one of their sons
and his family. During their journey on
the Shropshire Canal, Elizabeth brought
forth her copy of Carl J. Weber’s edition
of A.E. Housman’s A Shropshire Lad to
read to their granddaughters. Elizabeth
and Elmer could not only breathe the air
of the English countryside, but Elizabeth
says she could smell the chalk dust of
Carl J.’s English classroom! The group
had their own canal boat, which Elmer
helped run. He worked at other tasks,
too, and in 10 days opened and closed 100
locks. Canal adventures, though popular
among the British, haven’t caught on
among Americans, so they saw few of
their countrymen. The Baxters continue
to enjoy numerous Colby contacts, however. The minister and the moderator of
their church in Newington, Conn., are
both Colby graduates, and during the
summer when Elmer and Elizabeth are
in Maine they see Cappy ’40 and Barbara
Partridge Dyer in Yarmouth.
—Bonnie Roberts Hathaway

45 Dee Sanford McCunn had a

phone visit in March with Grace Keefer
Parker. Dee plans to work with me—for
which I’m very grateful—in an effort to
reach more (all?) classmates to find out
what’s doing. So, Dee reports, “Grace
and her husband are both retired. However, I think Grace will never sit still.”
Sounds about right. For example, Grace
is very active in church work. Also, she
was just elected Literary Volunteer Tutor
of the Year. Summers, the Parkers sail
in Great South Bay (N.Y.) in their 32foot Bristol sailboat. Last summer they
went with a group on a three-week sail to

Chesapeake Bay. The Parkers have three
children, an African son (Petero Sabune,
an Episcopal priest at St. James, Manhattan) and two grandchildren. . . . Dee is
heavy into volunteer work and organization activities (e.g., historical society
and a camera club). By the time you read
this, Dee and Ian will have completed a
two-month jaunt around the country by
car, if all goes forward as planned. . . .
These words of great contentment from
Louise Groves Holtan: “We all live in
wonderful Maine.” A retired long-time
schoolteacher and principal, Louise says
she’s now “just enjoying life with my six
kids, 15 grandkids and one great-grandchild.” Once in a great while, she writes,
she meets some Colby friends.
—Naomi Collett Paganelli

46

Cloyd Aarseth writes from
Sterling, Va., that he and Joan recently
celebrated their golden wedding anniversary at a dinner hosted by their
children—Joanne, associate regional
counsel for the Federal Home Loan
Mortgage Corp.; Keith, a treasury
bond trader on the Chicago Board of
Trade; and Carol, a wife and homemaker. Family members came from
Texas, Florida, Illinois and Ohio for the
festive weekend. Cloyd also writes that
he still enjoys watching the educational
documentaries on A&E’s Classroom that
he wrote, directed and produced years
ago for Hearst and the U.S. Information
Agency. He and Joan, after some years
of attending graduations of grandchildren, plan to make the 50-plus reunion
at Colby. We remember the impressive
documentary that Cloyd did for our 50th.
. . . Frank Heppner reports that he and
Jeanne have moved to Orange Park, Fla.,

to escape the Maryland winters. They
were sorry to leave their daughter, Karen,
and three grandchildren back in Maryland, but they’re now near their other
daughter, Ellen, and grandchild. Frank
says they bought a house in a six-year-old
community and feel as though they’re
starting married life all over again. . . .
Nice message from Dorothy Dunham
Hobbs and Nancy Grahn Christensen
’44, who live and play at John Knox Village in Pompano Beach, Fla. They say,
“We live on a 66-acre campus beautifully landscaped with lots of amenities
and activities to make life enjoyable in
our golden years. Nan is into outdoor
activities and I am an avid bridge player.
We both exercise regularly in the pool.
Do the rest of the 50-plussers feel as
young as we do?” (Speaking for myself,
it all depends on the day.) Dottie and
Nan included a photo of themselves in
bathing suits at the pool—a real testament to good living and water aerobics
and probably some good genes, too.
Hey, folks, send me news, either e-mail
or the other kind.
—Anne Lawrence Bondy

47 Louise Kelley Rochester had

lunch with me in Cambridge twice in the
last few months. Both visits included a
walk to the Science Museum to go to the
Omni Theater, the first to see Kilimanjaro
in preparation for the trip she made in
November to Kenya and Tanzania on a
three-week safari. It has been a great joy
to see her. After her visit to Africa, she
reported that in many different national
parks set aside for the protection of African animals in the wild, her group saw
elephants, zebras, wildebeests, lions,
giraffes and more. They drove from
one park to the next over very rugged,
mostly dirt roads and saw much of the
countryside and the poverty in which
the people lived. Often they saw Masai
in their red robes, walking with staffs
along the roadside with their herds of
goats and cattle. They had splendid views
of Mt. Kilimanjaro, Lake Victoria, Lake
Manyara with millions of flamingos and
white pelicans, the Ngorongora Crater
and the Olduvai Gorge, where the
anthropologist Leaky had found early
human bones. Louise said, “I surely won’t
go back again—but this had been the top
of my wish list of places to see forever.”
. . . Tom Burke and his wife celebrated
their 50th anniversary last August with
27 relatives on their daughter’s farm in
Indiana. This summer they plan to take
a river cruise in Portugal and Spain. . . .
As of this writing, John and I expect to
take a cruise on the Mississippi from
New Orleans, eventually reaching
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Chicago sometime in May. . . . See
Beverly Benner Cassara’s great news
in the “Newsmakers” note nearby. Currently she is co-founder and co-chair of
the Cambridge (Mass.) Senior Volunteer
Clearinghouse, which matches seniors
with opportunities to volunteer among
its 100 agencies. . . . Please, please, send
me more news of yourselves.
—Mary “Liz” Hall Fitch

48

Peg Clark Atkins announced
the arrival of her 10th grandchild. She
reminisced about how she enjoyed our
50th reunion and concluded with a
statement that she would see us at our
55th. . . . Phil Shulman sent us a post
card from London telling us that he
fulfilled a long-time fantasy by visiting
Khartoum, Sudan, along with his friend,
Ruth Knotek. As a fellow of the Royal
Geographical Society, Phil likes to take
advantage of their facilities and lectures.
. . . Kay Weisman Jaffe wrote to us
detailing her suggestions for making the
55th reunion an event that would have
good attendance. We forwarded her
letter to the Alumni Office for consideration of some of Kay’s excellent suggestions. We correspond, via e-mail,
with Norma and Howell Clement, who
agree that being a guest of the College
for classes 50 and over is quite attractive.
They pointed out, however, that flying
in from Montana is quite costly. . . . The
Alumni Office forwarded us a detailed
letter from Betty Dyer Brewster dated
December 2002 and sent from Naples,
Fla. It was a Happy Holiday letter to all
of her friends and provided details of her
travels, her reunions with friends and
her presidency of NaplesEars SHHH
(Self Help for Hard of Hearing People).
Betty described in great detail her travels, tennis, golf, swimming, boating and
hiking. . . . We just received e-mail from
Marvin Joslow, who reports that winter
on Martha’s Vineyard was “horrific” this
year. Marvin and Betty thought they
might attend the 55th reunion in June.
. . . We had a great winter in Florida and
returned north in early April. At this
time we expect to return to Jupiter in
May for a few weeks to close the house
and play some golf.
—David and Dorothy Marson

49 This is the issue when we hear

from our classmates in Belfast, Maine!
Sidney B. McKeen sent me the following, which I quote verbatim. “Anne
Fraser Baer ’48 and I entered Colby
together as freshmen in the fall of
1944, and we dated throughout our years
there, first on the old campus and then
on Mayflower Hill. I lost a year-plus to
40
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newsmakers
Beverly Benner Cassara ’47 was inducted
into the International Adult and Continuing
Education Hall of Fame in a ceremony at the
University of Oklahoma in March. Professor
of adult education and dean of graduate studies
for 15 years at the University of the District of
Columbia, she was concerned with women’s
education as well as with the development of
adult education in other countries  The day
the war in Iraq started, News of Delaware County
(Pa.) ran a story on Richard G. Wattles ’49,
who signed up for Citizens’ Military Training
Beverly Benner Cassara ’47 Camp in 1936 and joined the Army on Oct.
4, 1941. He was in the lead platoon when the Army landed on Guadalcanal
in the South Pacific in August 1943, and he also served on the island of New
Georgia. In 1945, offered the opportunity to stay in the service, he declined
in favor of attending Colby.

Milestones
Deaths: John T. Foster ’40, February 7, 2003, in Keene, N.H., at 83  Richard
E. de Nazario ’43, August 17, 2002, in Sandwich, Mass., at 81  George
H. Jahn ’43, March 15, 2003, in Sanbornville, N.H., at 82  Ross L. Muir
’43, February 14, 2003, in Hallowell, Maine, at 81  William N. Skidds
’43, March 5, 2003, in New York, at 87  Alton L. Stevens ’43, February
6, 2003, in Raymond, Maine, at 82  Hilda Niehoff True ’43, February
23, 2003, in Medway, Mass., at 82  Donald C. Whitten ’43, September
23, 2002, in Folsom, Calif., at 81  Eleanor Carter Curtice ’45, March
17, 2003, in Lexington, Ky., at 81  Richard E. Parsons ’45, March 4,
2003, in Brunswick, Maine, at 81  Gloria Fine Polan ’46, February 17,
1999, in Massachusetts, at 73  Perry A. Harding ’47, February 7, 2003,
in Waterville, Maine, at 78  F. Shirley Parks ’48, February 12, 2003, in
Medford, Mass., at 76.
the U.S. Navy, so she graduated one June
before I did. We went our separate ways,
and each of us ultimately married and
became parents of one boy and one girl.
We lost complete track of each other over
the years, except for occasional items
in the class notes. In September last,
a widower for three years, I decided it
was time to find out what life had been
like for her. I did a ‘people search’ on
the Internet, using her name and the
state (Florida) in which I was told she
might be living. Yahoo returned phone
numbers for several Anne Baers there,
and I began dialing. “Speaking,” said the
third woman who answered, and we held
a mini-reunion by phone, during which
she informed me that her husband had
suffered a fatal heart attack 14 months
earlier. Many letters and phone calls later
we met for the first time in 53 years.
On Jan. 11, we were married in Belfast,
Maine. We plan to spend our summers
there and our winters in Punta Gorda,
Fla. Hail, Colby!” Congratulations,
Sid and Anne! . . . Carol Carpenter
Bisbee writes after her recent trip to
Antarctica that she is “still a very happy
penguin!” Her favorite penguins are

the Gentoos, who are playful, attentive
parents and monogamous. She reports
that “Going through the ice pack was
exciting—watching the Adelies toboggan on the ice floes, dive in the frigid
water and porpoise behind our Zodiac.
We even had a Gentoo jump into our
Zodiac, look around, decide we weren’t
the ‘right sort’ and dive out. Crossing the
Drake ‘Lake’ because it was so calm, we
had an early wakeup as orcas were spotted
a mile away. There must have been a pod
of 18 or so, and did they ever perform
for us. Came right up to the bow and
presented their ‘babies.’ Quite a show,
with two separate pods of humpbacks in
the background! Best show I have ever
seen, including Sea World!” . . . Richard
G. Wattles and his wife, Elinor, live in
a retirement home, Dunwoody Village,
Apt. B211, Newtown Square, Pa. Two
sons live nearby, and one son lives in
Nantucket, Mass. They have “three
beautiful daughters-in-law” and seven
grandchildren. They also have fond
memories of “three wonderful years at
Colby.” Their first son was born Rick’s
senior year. . . . A note from Mary
Landry informed us of the death of

her husband and our classmate, Edgar
Landry, on December 22, 2002, at the
age of 87. Our heartfelt condolences to
Mary and her family. . . . I look forward
to hearing from more of you in the not
too distant future.
—Anne Hagar Eustis

50 I received a lovely letter from

Charlotte Stern Rybkowski last
winter and enjoyed reading it so much
that I decided to share it with all of
you. She wrote, “The early start of the
Colorado winter has provided vistas of
snowy mountain peaks as well as recollections of our glorious family adventures
in Alaska last May. The highlight was
driving a rental mini-van north along
the dirt and gravel roads of the 414-mile
Dalton Highway that serves the oil fields
at Prudhoe Bay. Crossing the Arctic
Circle at Mile Post 115, we spent time
in the lively construction camp at Coldfoot before progressing along the bumpy
route and up the winding grades of the
magnificent Brooks Range, crossing the
Continental Divide at Atigun Pass and
descending to the desolate, wide-open
terrain of the Arctic tundra. We pitched
our tent on the permafrost (this time had
to anchor it down with boulders) at the
glacially formed Galbraith Lake. What
a feeling of exhilaration! We were completely alone in a tremendous expanse
of wilderness, buffeted by strong winds
and surrounded by lofty, snow-clad
mountains. Thankfully there were no
encounters with curious bears, but we
saw grizzlies along the roadway from the
safety of our vehicle while adding musk
oxen, caribou and Dall sheep to a growing list of animal sightings. And what a
comfort to have the prolonged daylight
of the Midnight Sun when you have
ambitious travel plans!” What a great
adventure! Charlotte’s description of
Alaska makes me want to take that trip
myself. . . . How about you?
—Alice Jennings Castelli

51 Harry Wiley and his wife,

Mary Lou, are involved in many activities, including visiting with patients in
hospitals and nursing homes. Harry is
training to be a Hospice volunteer and
will continue his good works with ill
people. Harry is newly appointed VP
of the Maine Sports Hall of Fame, and
he was proud to attend the final football
game at Bristol-Eastern in Connecticut,
where his grandson received the MVP
award. . . . Patti and Ernie Fortin
continue to travel. They are planning
a Caribbean cruise, which will take
them through the Panama Canal, and
are also hoping to get to California.

Ernie remains active in Colby affairs as
chair of the Leadership Alumni Committee and annual host of the Sarasota
gathering with Colby’s president, “Bro”
Adams, as guest speaker. Due in large
part to Ernie’s tireless efforts, a new
Alumni Center is in the works as part
of Colby’s long-range plans. Ernie lost
his mother and his older brother this
past year, but he still plans to come up to
Maine in the summer, where he attends
the Colby Alumni College annually. . . .
Eugene Pelletier’s widow, Stacia, wrote
that Gene’s family, together with friends,
have endowed the Eugene J. Pelletier
Jr. ’51 Memorial Scholarship Fund in
his memory. Their son was Class of ’84,
and he was able to visit them when they
came up for our 50th reunion. . . . Joan
Cammann McIntyre writes that her
oldest granddaughter, Caitlin Peale, was
a freshman at Colby this year. Caitlin’s
parents are Carol McIntyre-Peale ’75
and Jim Peale ’77. . . . Dan Hall and his
wife had a wonderful trip to Wales. They
visited many Welsh castles and enjoyed
the country, but their primary reason for
going was to research the family ancestors. His great-great-grandmother,
Margaret Lewis, married Gordon Hall,
left Wales and came to Northampton,
Mass., where her son became minister of
a church. She is buried in Northampton.
Dan and his wife also visited with English friends over there and renewed the
friendship that was made when they were
teaching colleagues in Zambia 32 years
ago! . . . Maurice “Maury” Ronayne
has returned to his condo in Alexandria,
Va., after having knee-implant surgery
and receiving a pacemaker. . . . I’ll be
waiting to hear from you all for our
next column!
—Nancy Nilson Archibald

52

From last June through the fall,
you supplied me with lots of news, but
apparently the long, cold, snowy winter
got you all down, and almost nothing
has been forthcoming. I did receive
one sad notice: our classmate, William
Bird of Portland, Maine, passed away on
January 2. Our condolences go out to
his family. . . . Around our house, my
husband, Chuck ’53, has been looking
forward to his 50th reunion. We hope to
see some ’52ers there also. Do you think
they can possibly have as great a reunion
as we did last year? Even the weather
cooperated then! . . . For lack of news
from you, I guess I must tell you that in
mid-February, with the temperature at
4 degrees and the remains of two small
snowstorms still on the ground here on
Cape Cod, Chuck and I took off from
Logan Airport to go on a Caribbean

cruise. It was the perfect tonic, and
were we lucky—we missed the huge
East Coast blizzard and the three inches
of rain that followed it five days later!
How’s that for “planning”? . . . Well, my
friends, if you want to hear about something other than the Andersons, please
get those e-mails and notes coming.
You can reach me directly on e-mail at
candj@capecod.com or via Colby, who
will forward it to me. In the meantime, I
hope you’re enjoying your spring.
—Janice Pearson Anderson

the brain testing department at a local
hospital, and her husband recently
adopted a Vietnamese boy and are in
the process of adopting a girl. Beverly
and Roy’s son has a baby boy. They are
finally discovering the joys of being
grandparents! . . . Please send more
news. It can be e-mailed to Colby or
mailed directly to me (but not in North
Syracuse since we don’t live there any
more). My new address is listed in this
issue of Colby.
—Helen Cross Stabler

53 What a cold and snowy winter we 55 Hi all! Some things apparently
had in New England; however, I took
advantage of the great snow cover to
do some skiing in New Hampshire. . . .
My mailbox had only one message, this
one from Dana Andersen in Colorado.
He is still skiing as much as possible.
Dana’s life milestones include service in
the U.S. Navy, captaining the Colby ski
team, being Scott Paper Company Salesman of the Decade, getting the Master
Award Top CBS Salesman, being commando of U.S. Power Squadron, being
elected elder-trustee of his church and,
last but not the least, the arrival of his
four children and six grandchildren. He
gave a little history of how he ended
up at Colby, saying that Middlebury
wanted him, but he chose Colby because
of its size and intimacy. He went on
to say that Colby appeared to be what
a college should be. If I read his note
correctly, he felt that his Colby degree
and his role as captain of the ski team
led to his great position with CBS
Sports. . . . Next news will be full of
50th revelations.
—Barbara Easterbrooks Mailey

54

Beverly Ambrose Peterson
writes that after teaching for almost
30 years she retired early (10 years
ago) and has been writing poetry as
a full-time career ever since. She has
six chapbooks, self-published, and has
had more than 100 poems published in
reviews and magazines, most recently
in JAMA, Pine Island Journal, Aurorean
and Poets’ Forum magazine. She also
volunteers at her church’s consignment
center. She and her husband, Roy, who
is also retired and works regularly now
for a Habitat for Humanity group, have
a place on St. Martin, where they spend
about six weeks a year. They have always
been active in boating. Their most recent
boat is a small trawler. They are looking
forward to cruising Cape Cod and the
islands this summer as well as making a
possible trip to Maine. Their son, Earl,
is head of State Street Bank’s Web site,
and their daughter, Nancy, who heads

don’t change—a dearth of news, for
instance. However, when news does
come in, it’s definitely interesting. For
instance, Andre “Andy” Boissevain,
retired family practice physician who
spent the second half of his career in
the U.S. Army, together with his wife,
Judy, a retired R.N. (he says “naturally”),
has finally moved into a much smaller
house (no lawn) right on the beach on the
beautiful Straits of Ivan de Fuca, 90 miles
west of Seattle, with 360 degree views,
50 feet from launching their kayaks. I
must have passed this spot when Jane
and I visited Victoria, B.C., a few years
back. Sequim, Wash., is a bit of a stretch
from Waterville, Maine, but we hope
they are planning on attending our 50th
reunion in early June 2005. Don’t know,
or can’t remember, if we give an award
for coming the longest distance, but if
so, perhaps he can give Sistie Restall
Horne or Beryl Wellersdieck Piper a
run for their money. Andy notes they
have kids everywhere—Conn., Calif.,
Wash.; only the dog is left at home. Andy
celebrated his 70th birthday recently—as
have many of us, another milestone we
gave little thought to 50+/- years ago.
Last year they did a medical missionary
trip to a primitive island (Honduras area)
and claimed it was like going back 200
years in time—no electricity, phones,
TV, roads, cards; also zero diagnostic
capabilities. Luckily no critical problems.
In short, a great experience. He and Judy
returned from a two-month trip, including a 33-day cruise from L.A. to Sydney,
Australia, visiting many Pacific islands
along the way. Sounds good to me! . . .
And then I heard from Nate Miller, formerly of Caribou, Maine, now living in
Sarasota, Fla. George Haskell warned
me I would be hearing from Nate and
tried to distract him from his appointed
mission, but Nate never wavered from
the purpose of his call. At least I got some
information for the column in return for
my 50th anniversary commitment. Nate
and his wife, Winnie (Robertson ’54),
have two children and five grandchil-
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dren, two living in the Pittsfield, Mass.,
area, and three in New Orleans. They
were to head for Spain with their daughter-in-law, an M.D. with the U.S. Navy.
Following graduate school, Nate worked
for General Mills in the Minneapolis and
Toledo metropolitan areas in accounting and comptroller capacities, retiring
in ’94. Nate plans on attending our 50th.
. . . Nothing else to report, except that the
fund-raising efforts in connection with
our 50th, under the direction and leadership of George Haskell, is, as promised,
underway. Everyone is encouraged to
help him and his committee attain their
objective.
—Ken Van Praag

56 Our class has another published

author: Willard Wyman is finishing
work on a novel, High Country. “Fenton’s
Cutoff,” a chapter from the novel, has
been published in Epoch magazine (vol.
51, no. 3) at Cornell University. This
story of a young boy, alone, bringing out
a mule pack during a big snowstorm, has
whetted my appetite for the rest of the
book. Bill says none of the characters
in his book are fashioned after himself,
but he did make the ride out alone in a
snowstorm long ago—in fact, the fall of
’56. If Bill will promise to come east for
June 2006, we will most certainly try to
put together a book review/discussion
panel of classmates. . . . As this is my
only news for this report, I will give you
a heads-up about our reunion. Next fall
we will begin the three-year countdown,
and committees will be formed. At the
50th we are guests of the College, but
we do hope to start the weekend with a
pre-reunion get-together. And since our
reunion will start at the College on a
Thursday night, we have an extra evening
and day to plan our own special events.
Those still hitting the golf ball can finally
play in the Colby Tournament. I promise
to lead my annual nature walk, but this
time to the arboretum, which we funded
for our graduation gift—and which has
gone unexplored by me for 50 years. . . .
I need your news.
—Kathy McConaughy Zambello

57 Our world situation seems to

change from day to day, so it hardly
seems appropriate to comment on it. I
would rather jump right in with good
news. Our class has definitely come to
life, so to speak, and we thank everyone
for sending in any and all contributions.
. . . It was wonderful to hear from Ron
Rasmussen. As many of you know, Ron
woke up paralyzed in July 1997 as the
result of a staph infection of the spinal
cord. Ron writes, “I’ve finally found an
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activity that I enjoy! Aims/Challenged
America has a rehabilitation sailing program, so I go sailing in San Diego Bay,
in modified 16-foot sailboats with two
sails.” He is also writing a non-fiction
book but is really motivated the most by
his 10-year-old daughter. . . . Charlie
Smith writes from Cambridge, Mass.,
that he is very much alive and well and
fortunate to have many good friends and
to enjoy golf and tennis. He is still very
active as a real estate broker and also in
residential preservation and restoration
of smaller Greek Revival and Victorian
homes; his most recent project has been
to restore an 1812 Federal home in Harvard, Mass. His real estate ventures also
have taken him to property overlooking the harbor in Wiscasset, Maine, and

trustee for eight years. With relocation
to greater Miami, Fran regrets that she
did not pay better attention in Spanish
class. . . . We chose to stay home this
winter and brave the Maine elements
. . . you know, the proverbial tons of
ice and snow, frigid winds, etc. It was a
great decision, albeit there was a little
of the aforementioned. We thoroughly
enjoyed the company of our little grandchildren and just being at home in these
uncertain times. . . . Don’t forget to keep
sending your news along to us.
—Guy and Eleanor Ewing Vigue

58 It’s a mystery to me, but I came

upon some e-mails that should have been
included in previous columns. These
go back to September 2002, but I can’t

newsmakers
Gerald S. Lazarus ’59 has been named chief of dermatology at Johns Hopkins Bayview Medical Center. A professor of dermatology at Johns Hopkins
University School of Medicine and author of seven books and more than
150 scientific papers, he previously was a visiting professor at the Peking
Union Medical College in China and served as an advisor to the country’s
minister of health. He has received many teaching awards for research and
medical education.

Milestones
Deaths: George A. Paine Jr. ’50, February 3, 2003, in Mission Viejo, Calif.,
at 78  Robert F. Conard ’51, January 26, 2003, in Canton, Mass., at
77  Richard L. Smith ’51, September 13, 2002, in Woodbury, Conn., at
72  Anne Fairbanks Iarrobino ’52, March 26, 2003, in Natick, Mass., at
73  Susan Smith Huebsch ’54, March 10, 2003, in New Bedford, Mass.,
at 70  Lot Phillips ’54, May 9, 2000, in New Hampshire, at 68  Randi
Miner Black ’55, October 5, 2000, in Los Altos, Calif., at 65  John M.
Swinnerton ’59, February 4, 2000, in Bradford, N.H., at 63.
undoubtedly to a rendezvous with Mac
Blanchard in nearby Damariscotta. . . .
Recently retired from teaching, Betty
Strong Miller tells us that she is still
contributing to the education and
interpretation of the National Park
System out of Valley Forge Park. Her
volunteer work also extends to Maine,
where she is active in the Maine Lakes
Environmental Association. Betty splits
her residency between Malvern, Pa., and
South Waterford, Maine (the beautiful
lakes area). She is now widowed but
enjoys the company of her three married daughters and five grandchildren,
all living nearby. . . . We are hearing
from many long-lost classmates! Fran
Rambach Gaynes tells us that she and
her husband are moving to Key Biscayne,
Fla., after living 45 years in Roslyn, Long
Island, N.Y. Despite having many friends
in Florida, Fran says the hardest part
of pulling up roots will be leaving their
son’s family in Rye, N.Y., and the Bryant
Library in Roslyn, where she has been a

explain where they have been. I apologize
to these classmates; I did not intend to
overlook you, and I am certainly grateful
for your input. . . . Myron Gantt notified
us in September 2002 that his wife, Ilse,
died in August 2002. They had 14 years
of peaceful living on the south shores of
Lake Murray near Columbia, S.C. Now
Myron has decided to leave that area
and see the rest of the country by motor
home. He joined a Livingston, Texas,
organization called Escapees, which is
made up of others who travel by motor
home. Myron’s three sons are looking
forward to seeing their dad as he travels
about the country. . . . Al Dean also
wrote in September that after 10 years
in Maine he and his wife, Kay (German
’59), are back in Leominster, Mass., at
the same house they have owned for 41
years. While in Maine, Al owned and
operated eight Midas Service Shops.
Al is now retired, and his son Tom and
his partner’s son are running the stores.
Tom lives in Windham with his wife,

Marnie MacLean, and you can see them
every weekend on Channel 8 in Maine.
Al and Kay’s oldest son, Gary, is a traffic engineer, and he and his wife, Gail,
have produced the first granddaughter,
Emma, 4. Youngest son, Phil, has been
promoted to a full producer at ESPN
and is responsible for all the NBA games
that the channel televises. After almost
six years of labor, Al fulfilled a dream
of 30 years by completing an airplane
in the spring of 2002. He did all the
flight testing in Lewiston in May a year
ago, and the plane is now in Fitchburg,
Mass. Future plans call for regular visits
to their oldest son in New Jersey and
perhaps a trip to California if Al gets his
instrument rating. Last year Al and Kay
went on a cruise to Alaska with Wendy
(McWilliam ’60) and George Denneen
for 10 days. For the past two and a half
years Al has been a volunteer DJ on
WICN 90.5 FM in Worcester. This is
an NPR station featuring 20 hours of
jazz daily. This has caused Al to dig out
all his old vinyl records and have a good
time every Sunday playing them as well
as new artists. The Deans were looking
forward to Al’s 45th reunion. . . . Clark
Jones is currently living on Cape Cod
and is a sales rep in the mobile electronic
business. Clark’s wife, Donna, is a branch
manager with Rockland Trust Company.
Clark and Donna have three children:
Chris, a Navy commander and a carrier pilot now working for Gen. Tommy
Franks; Jonathan, who is in the securities
business; and Meredith, who has decided
to become a stay-at-home mom with her
two children. . . . After 10 years, this is my
last column. Over the years I have been
in touch with many of my old friends
and with other classmates whom I did
not know that well. I enjoyed hearing
from all of you. As you are aware, in
the last year or so the number of replies
has dwindled. Please help out the new
class correspondent by filling out and
sending in the questionnaire you find
in the magazine or by using the quick
and easy e-mail method of contacting
the Alumni Office. Thank you for your
input over the years and all the best to
you, especially good health.
—Margaret Smith Henry

59

Your reunion committee is hard
at work, making wondrous plans for our
45th reunion, so please save the weekend
of June 4-6, 2004. Mark your calendars
and plan to be there to share the great
activities and some nice surprises! . . .
Mabelle “Melly” McKevett Grolljahn
is still peddling real estate, painting and
generally enjoying la dolce vita. Long
weekends on Martha’s Vineyard offer

plenty of good painting subjects. . . .
Louise (Robb ’60) and Art Goldschmidt
took a cruise to some exotic points in
both of our larger oceans. Art has written
a revision of his Historical Dictionary of
Egypt and taught Islam and Nationalism
in the Middle East at Penn State; lots of
activity for a retiree! . . . Barbara Hunter
Pallotta earned her master of arts in
liberal studies from Ramapo College in
New Jersey at about the same time that
her husband, Jack, retired after 30 years
with Guardian Life Insurance Co. The
Pallottas, like so many other classmates,
are doing quite a bit of traveling. . . . My
loyal correspondent Bob Keltie enjoyed
a college hockey game in Boston with
Dick Morrison and shared a late-night
bottle of wine with Al Wilbur. Bob was a
goal judge at the NHL All-Star Game in
South Florida and says that life is good in
2003. . . . Liz Hay Henderson’s life has
settled into a peaceful retirement. She
sews, quilts and makes mohair, jointed
teddy bears. Liz and Richard have 14
grandchildren, so she never lacks for
needlework projects. . . . Topsfield,
Mass., resident Greg Mac Arthur
was chosen as Massachusetts 2003
Businessman of the Year by the Business Advisory Council of the National
Republican Congressional Committee.
The award was presented to Greg at a
ceremony in March. Congrats! . . . On
a personal note, I have had another
healthy mammogram; since each of
these small successes feels like another
chance at life, they seem more like
birthdays than anniversaries. In that
vein, I’m now seven years old! Lady
classmates/spouses/significant others:
is it time for your mammogram?
—Ann Segrave Lieber

60 Thanks to all who sent me news.

It would help if all of you would send
me (jane.huerta@usa.net) your correct e-mail addresses and the e-mail
addresses of any of our classmates with
whom you correspond. It would also be
great if you could add or correct your
e-mail addresses in the alumni directory. . . . Jane Wiggin Sullivan is still
teaching part time at Georgia Perimeter
College, helping young writers make it
through their first year of college. She
is also a certified massage therapist (for
chiropractors as well as for herself) and a
naturopath. Her children—Paul Wilbur,
teaching Spanish in N.Y.C., and Allan
Jr. in the food business in northern Virginia—both are doing fine. Her old cat,
Winston Churchill, guards her well. . . .
Maren Stoll Fischer lives in Boothbay
Harbor, Maine. She injured her right
shoulder playing tennis and was to have

physical therapy to get back to playing
without the necessity of surgery. Her
three children all live out west so she
makes frequent trips to Colorado, Washington and Utah. . . . Molly “Mary”
Lynn Watt continues to offer programs
of songs and letters of the Spanish Civil
War with her husband, Dan Lynn Watt.
The program is made up of excerpts
from letters her husband’s mother,
Ruth Rosenthal Watt, exchanged with
his dad, George Watt, while he was in
the Lincoln Battalion of the International Brigade. The program for the
Folk Song Society of Greater Boston
on November 16 and the one at the
Center for Arts in Natick on February
28 both sold out and received standing
ovations. . . . June Chacran Chatterjee
(junec006@aol.com) will lead a group to
Cuba June 20-28. The trip, sponsored
by Contra Costa College in San Pablo,
Calif., offers an opportunity for people
to come to their own conclusions about
the current situation in Cuba. The group
travels legally with an educational license
from the U.S. government and is open to
anyone interested in learning more about
Cuba. Contact June for further information. . . . Peter Henderson and Jane, his
roommate of 43 years, have retired, she
as school librarian, he as college professor (after his first retirement from the
USAF). Jane is working part time as a
secretary for their church’s college student development program, and Pete is
an adjunct in the business department
of a Christian college in Montgomery,
Ala. They still live in Auburn, Ala. In
between their part-time activity they are
either on their sailboat in the Gulf out of
Apalachicola, Fla., or they are in Nashville or Orlando spoiling their grandkids.
Every other summer they make it up to
the Maine coast for some serious charter
sailing. . . . Steve Curley says his great
friend, Pete Cavari ’61, is responding
positively after a little setback he had last
fall and is working hard to get back to
100 percent. Pete is motivated to return
to the Northeast from his Ft. Lauderdale
retreat for his 11th season at the Red
Auerbach Basketball School, where he
and Steve share a dorm room for the
week of working with kids and arguing
with each other. Steve says that if Pete
is as big a pain this summer, he knows
that Pete is all the way back. . . . Eunice
Bucholz Spooner helped to organize a
successful write-in campaign to get an
excellent school board member elected
for Sidney, Maine. Her youngest son
just became engaged to be married this
summer at their camp on Messalonskee
Lake and will have an outdoor reception
at Eunie’s house. His bride-to-be is from

Newfoundland. Eunie is planning to go
on a seven-day Alaskan cruise with five
other people in July and August. She
said that Ralph Nelson should have lots
of news since he and his wife recently
returned from Antarctica. . . . Bette and
Dick Peterson still live in Bryn Mawr,
Pa., and spend summers on Cape Cod.
Daughter Wendy graduated from the
University of Michigan Graduate School
of Public Policy and is living and working
in Cambridge, Mass. Dick, who recently
started an insurance company with two
others, is also finishing up an M.S. program in philosophy at the University of
Pennsylvania and is writing a thesis on
the Irish peace process. Dick is still active
as trustee of Eisenhower Fellowships and
of two corporate boards. He talks with
Dick Schmaltz ’62 and Steve Bartow
from time to time and with Phil Behr,
who started at Colby and transferred to
Dennison after freshman year. Dick just
returned from a visit and safari in South
Africa. . . . Andy Sheldon finished his
lame duck semester at the University
of Montana, where he’s taught biology,
especially aquatic ecology, since 1969
(previous jobs were in California and
Washington, D.C.). Along the way he’s
had four off-campus sabbatical years,
including one in tropical Australia. A
couple of administrative hitches broke
the rhythm, but he’s kept on with research
and publication in stream ecology. Andy
and Linda have been married 12 years,
but their collective four offspring have
none of their own. For the last two years,
Linda has been program manager of a
new Big Brothers Big Sisters office in
the Bitterroot Valley where they live.
They are building for retirement in a
tiny Old Florida-ish hamlet due south
of Tallahassee. They’ve both got professional options but are not locking in to
anything until they get used to being
free agents, though tropical travel and
research look promising. . . . Frederick
C. Moffatt, a professor of art history
who specializes in the art of the United
States at the University of TennesseeKnoxville, has been awarded a Lindsay
Young Distinguished Professorship.
—Jane Holden Huerta

61 In response to the question

“What is the best thing for you about
retirement?” your class correspondent
received two responses, both of which
indicate that retirement is more a change
of venue than work stoppage. With the
realization that many classmates remain
gainfully employed and are, in fact,
pre-retirement, I hope the following
comments illustrate our continuing
diverse choices. Regina Foley Havi-
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1960s
newsmakers

What’s the most expensive wooden jigsaw
puzzle of all time? The Guinness Book of
World Records lists it at $15,000, says Vermont Business Magazine’s feature on the
puzzle maker, Stephen K. ’61 and Martha
Hooven Richardson ’61’s Stave Puzzles,
Inc., in Norwich, Vt. Steve Richardson,
founder and chief puzzle creator of the privately owned company, engages passionate
customers all over the world  Call it the
“Silicon Valley of biotechnology”: the new
Fairfield, Maine, International Northeast BioPaul L. Tessier ’64
technology Corridor, an organization linking
researchers, hospitals, universities, economic development professionals and
biotechnology companies in 11 northeastern states and Canadian provinces,
is headed by former state representative Paul L. Tessier ’64  Anthony
P. Carnevale ’68, co-author of an article in the Journal of the New England
Board of Higher Education, foresees an end to “American education’s isolation
from the community and the workplace” as a result of “the growing interest
in community service and the willingness of American employers to work with
colleges and universities.” Carnivale is vice president for assessment, equity
and careers with the Educational Testing Service.

Milestones
Deaths: Stephanie L. Burton ’67, February 20, 2003, in Iowa City, Iowa,
at 57  Barbara Botwinick Knapp ’69, December 8, 2002, in Florida,
at 55.
land (“Reggie” to many of us) wrote an
e-mail during the President’s Day blizzard to say she retired from 25 years
of teaching public school French three
years ago, thinking that was “it” for her
academic career. She and Carole Pope
subsequently took a celebratory trip to
France, after which she secured a parttime position at Avon Old Farms School.
Regina now teaches honors French to
junior and senior boys at this private
school near her home in Connecticut.
An added bonus for the location: seeing
her grandchildren, because her daughter
and son-in-law live at Avon Old Farms
School as faculty/staff. Regina added that
she and her husband, Gerry, now have
four grandchildren living close to them
and two adult children in the Boston and
Pittsburgh areas, with two more close by
in Connecticut. Also, Regina and Gerry
were in Bonita Springs, Fla., in January
when she had the pleasure of meeting
author Horace Landry ’49. During the
snowstorm, she was reading one of his
autographed mysteries set in Maine.
. . . Henry “Hank” Sheldon is in his
third year of retirement from United
Airlines and says he’s “not sure how my
pension will fare if United doesn’t make
it out of bankruptcy, so retirement may
be a short but sweet interlude between
careers.” His oldest daughter, who this
year completed her junior year at DePaul
44
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University, plans to attend law school
after graduation. His youngest son will
attend Purdue in the fall. And he adds,
“My wife, Elise, and I are celebrating
our soon-to-be empty nest by putting
our house on the market and a down
payment on a town house.” They see Bob
Hartman ’60 and his wife, Sue, regularly
as neighbors in Glen Ellyn, Ill. . . . Your
class correspondent continues to teach
English classes at the University of
Hawaii (filling in for faculty on leave)
and is currently lead trainer for Weight
Watchers East Side of Hawaii Island,
with three weekly classes, including an
“at work” group at North Hawaii Community Hospital, a vanguard wellness
center. In early March I began work
on a prison project (titled “Poetry Can
Free Our Souls”) at Kulani Correctional
Facility with six faculty and community
leaders. This isn’t retirement, just alternate job activity! Add animal care on
the ranch and I’d have to say I left the
condo to go to acreage! . . . Now, what
are you doing? Please keep those cards,
letters and e-mails coming. . . . Here’s
a question for our next issue: What is
your favorite place in the world/travel
destination? Aloha!
—Diane Scrafton Ferreira

63 Can’t wait till next year when
I have more time for digging up class

news. I am in the last stretch of papers
and presentations for earning a certificate in history of landscape design in
the landscape studies program of the
Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University. One project is a cultural landscape
report on the grounds of the oldest house
in Cambridge, which has some interesting landscape preservation history. All
will be over, I hope, by the time of our
reunion. . . . Some good and lengthy news
from Dan Traister. He enjoyed being a
short-term fellow at the Centre for the
History of the Book at the University
of Edinburgh last mid-May and June,
studying the reception of the 19th-century Scottish writer John Galt (friend and
contemporary of Sir Walter Scott). As a
librarian and teacher of English literature at the University of Pennsylvania
and a visiting lecturer at the University
of Illinois-Champaign/Urbana, he has
since been lecturing on Galt. Dan and
Barbara (Howard ’65) enjoyed their stay
in Edinburgh, doing research partly at
the University of Edinburgh library and
largely at the National Library of Scotland. They took long weekend trips to a
number of places in the Scottish Borders
as well as to Stratford-upon-Avon and to
Kendal and the Lake District in England.
Back in Scotland they visited Aberdeen,
Inverness, Plocton, Fort Augustus and
the western and northern Highlands
(traveling with Barbara’s sister when
she was a visiting lecturer at the University of Aberdeen). All this and a trip
to Florence and Siena in early May was
a wonderful birthday present to Dan
“for managing to reach 60.” This year
has continued to be good as Dan has
been a fellow of the Penn Humanities
Forum, its members this year chosen
for mutual interest in and projects on
the general area of the history of books
and printing. Their son Aaron married
Karel McComas of Texas and UT-Austin
on July 13, and they are living near the
Traisters in Philadelphia.
—Karen Forslund Falb
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Apologies for the short column.
I broke my elbow and am challenged,
particularly typing. . . . Nancy Saylor
Kimball called. She’s involved in the
International Center in Worcester,
Mass. Groups of 10 foreigners come
for a month to study small U.S. business methods—free markets, quality
control, that sort of thing—which she
finds very interesting. They currently
have two Russians living with them
who find Americans’ penchant for
sharing and cooperating refreshing.
. . . Bob Mangion moved to my town
about five years ago, and we finally got

together this week. He’s enjoying retirement in small-town New England. . . .
Bob Drewes writes: “Robbie (Gilson
’65) and I moved in 2001 to the Dallas,
Texas, area, where I am president of a
company that modifies almost any kind
of airplane to do almost anything. About
75 percent of the business is in the U.S.
Currently my largest customer overseas
is in Australia, where I have a production
facility. Robbie and I just returned from
there. Our children are married, and we
have seven grandchildren. This year our
son, a physician, is relocating to Dallas
to undergo three years of training in a
surgical subspecialty. He will live near
us with his wife and four children. We
look forward to that greatly.”
—Sara Shaw Rhoades

65 Tomas returns to the range! As

you read this, our own cowboy, Tom
Donahue, packed it in at Harvard
Westlake School in Los Angeles and
moseyed off into the sunset in Dennison, Texas. Tom and Judy found a
home on the Texas-Oklahoma border
a few minutes from Lake Texoma. While
Tom finished teaching the spring ’03
semester in California, newly retired
Judy was at work on the garden. A
horse barn and workout pen were constructed along with an additional room
for the growing descendancy. Tom’s
Christmas note bears repeating, since
it reflects contentment and strength
of character and commitment perhaps
nurtured on Mayflower Hill. Says Tom,
“a good number of years ago I told [my
headmaster] that what I most wanted
was to be remembered as a scholar and
a stand-up teacher that students learned
something from and remembered. Since
that decision I had bent all my efforts
in that direction and had lived happily ever after.” . . . A member of the
ancient press corps at Alfond arena with
a moniker of MULE887 reports that he
and Ann enjoyed their first winter in a
seasonal retirement home in Nokomis,
Fla. Bud Marvin assures us he watches
the weather reports from N.H.—yeah,
sure! He further reports attending the
February meeting of the Sarasota Alumni
Club, where Prez Bro Adams spoke. Bud
received a prize for being the most recent
graduate in attendance! And you thought
we were all in geezerland. . . . Just down
Rt. 41 in Fort Myers is the newly retired
Dave Hatch, who writes, “After 38 years
have had enough. Will probably seek
part-time employment at the junior college level for a few years. Am looking
forward to snowless winters, good fishing
and the Red Sox spring training.” Dave,
they still need lots and lots and lots of

training! . . . Last spring the Waterville
Morning Sentinel reported that the Board
of Environmental Protection approved a
4-million cubic yard expansion of Crossroads Landfill in Norridgewock by a 5-1
vote. Chairman John Tewhey and his
board negotiated 16 conditions ensuring
that Waste Management Inc. would live
up to their commitments. The BEP is
a citizen board (suspect that means no
money), and John and his board spent
well over a year on this. . . . Sunny Coady
update. She continues to donate her time
to the Massachusetts Easter Seals, now
serving as governance chair and on the
Boston-area fund-raising committee.
She reports a 10-day winter holiday with
Rick and Nancy Winslow Harwood
on St. John, V.I. Last fall she visited
Genoa and the west coast of Italy with
Bucky and Anna Owens Smith. . . .
Her mention of fund raising reminds
me to remind you to respond to Harold
Kowal’s request to support the Colby
Alumni Fund. We all benefited from the
generosity of an earlier generation and
now that we are that older generation,
except in Sarasota, it’s our turn. . . . Hail,
Colby, Hail!
—Richard W. Bankart

66 The February 6, 2003, issue of

Business World magazine contains an
article about Robert Sears. I learned
a lot about Rob and his international
background in the article and will try
to relate some of it here in short form.
Rob completed high school in Lugano,
Switzerland, before coming to Colby.
He served four years in the U.S. Air
Force, including one in Vietnam, after
graduating from Colby, then put his
Italian to work by accepting a job with
Merrill Lynch in Milano, Italy. Merrill
Lynch moved him back to Lugano, then
to Teheran, Iran, for three years. The
next ML assignment was a short one
in Rotterdam, The Hague, before Rob
was needed in another Islamic country,
Dubai. After three years there, Rob
was assigned to Manila, where Merrill Lynch left him alone through nine
volatile years in the Philippines. But
Rob liked living there and endeared
himself to the Philippine people, so
he declined Merrill Lynch’s offer to
move back to New York in 1990 and
instead became executive director of
the American Chamber of Commerce
of The Philippines, a position he still
holds today. The very complimentary
article ends with “Here is one guy who
is doing a lot to foster real, honest-togoodness Philippine-American relations.”
. . . Another international classmate is
Brad Simcock, who e-mailed me from

Japan, where he has been on leave
from his job as a sociology professor at
Miami University in Ohio. Brad makes
his home in Miyazaki Prefecture with
his wife, Like, whom he met and married in Japan in 1986. Like teaches at an
international college there. Brad writes,
“Five kids are grown and scattered from
Germany to Grenada. We get back to
Maine once a year to the Farmington area
and stay in touch with Peter Grabosky
in Australia.” . . . Belated congratulations to John Carvellas, professor of
economics at St. Michael’s College
in Vermont, who was selected by the
graduating class of 2002 for a students’
choice award last May. He was cited by
the seniors as being a wonderful teacher,
committed to student athletics (he has
coached women’s lacrosse and men’s
club football) and, as described by the
class president, “a teacher, cheerleader,
advisor, and friend.” John has earned
numerous awards in his 28 years at St.
Michael’s, including at least five teaching awards, has chaired the economics
department for eight years, served as
assistant academic dean for three years
and worked closely with international
students, acting as their unofficial “foster
parent.” Way to go, Daisy! I should add
that he’s too modest to have sent me
this news himself. I learned it thanks
to Colby’s clipping service. . . . David
Reeves has left the world of advertising
to become the pastor of Verona United
Methodist Church in New Jersey. The
local Verona paper reports that this
former Colby philosophy major has been
married to Sara since 1966 and has three
sons, Bard, Matthew and Adam, ranging
in age from 26 to 19. . . . Fran Finizio,
class president and chief-in-charge of
our 40th reunion in June of 2006 (hey,
that’s not so far away), asks me to tell
you that discussions about the 40th have
begun among the class officers, and a
reunion committee will be formed this
fall. Anyone who would like to be on the
committee, or anyone with thoughts or
ideas about the reunion, should either
e-mail Fran (afin4@aol.com) or call
him at home (978-369-3626). Fran is
enjoying his new job as a vice president
at Fidelity, with just a 35-minute commute from his home in Carlisle, Mass.,
to his office in Merrimack, N.H. . . .
Hmmm, all the news in this column is
about men. I write what I’m sent. Come
on, women, illustrious or otherwise, send
me some news!
—Meg Fallon Wheeler
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After New England’s coldest
and snowiest winter in a very long
time, the weather will have changed by

the time you read this, and we will be
complaining about the heat. No matter
what the weather, classmates from 1967
have been on the move. Jeanne Philson
Sommers e-mailed that she recently
purchased a new 2002 Coachman Santara 31.5-foot motor home. She’s getting used to driving and looks forward
to summer vacation from her job at a
law firm in Radnor, Pa., when she can
really try it out. Jeanne says, “I’m still
trying to figure out where I want to go
first!” If you see her on the open road in
her RV, give her a honk. . . . Tom Saliba
sends word that the last of their four
kids, son Jake, was a freshman at Colby
in 2002-03. Tom has enjoyed the fact
that the College is only 50 minutes from
his home in South Freeport, Maine, and
he and his wife have been going up to
watch athletic contests again and enjoy
something of “campus life.” Tom says,
“It sure is different now, with ‘normal’
being many things for which we would
have gotten thrown out of school! Jake
lives in Piper, the old DU house, which
still smells like spilled beer and other
aromas on Sunday morning, but the
food in the dining rooms is fabulous.
Best food in Waterville.” He has a
daughter living in London working for
Goldman Sachs, another daughter living
and studying in Italy and a third daughter
who graduated from college in North
Carolina this May. “I just did a quick
calculation,” he says, “and realize that
we have paid/‘invested’ more than $1M
in tuitions so far between prep schools
and colleges, but I can see the light
at the end of the tunnel.” After many
years of intense and hard work running
a number of companies, he is enjoying a
slower pace in the investment business.
“I don’t know how many more of these
cold, Maine winters I can take,” he adds,
“and as soon as Jake finishes Colby it
will be ‘arrivederci.’” Tom spends a significant part of his time in Italy, where
they keep a 56-foot sailboat and enjoy
exploring the Mediterranean. Home
port is Gaeta, Italy, which is between
Rome and Napoli. He says, “We plan
to winter in Malta, with Greece and
the Olympics for 2004 and wherever
the America’s Cup ends up in the Med
(I hope) for 2005 . . . if I live that long in
this crazy world!” Tom looks forward to
seeing Paul Cronin and other classmates
who have kids at Colby on campus or at
his house on their way to Waterville. .
. . Now that I’ve retired from teaching,
I’ve enjoyed renewing friendships with
classmates I haven’t seen for ages. After
graduation, Kathy Denehy Lewis and
I were roommates in Hartford, Conn.,
for a year. Kathy got married, raised

her daughters in Connecticut, moved
to Missouri, then moved back to New
Hampshire. Although we’ve exchanged
holiday cards for the last 34 years, we
hadn’t seen each other. We recently
met for lunch at a restaurant midway
between Boston and Manchester, N.H.
Kathy brought her daughter’s wedding
album, and we spent three hours talking
about where our lives had taken us since
Colby. It was great fun and we plan to do
it again soon. (She was excited that she’s
soon to become a grandmother!) In case
some of you Alpha Delta Pi’s had burning
ears, we shared info on where you were
and what you were doing. But we both
agreed that we haven’t heard much lately
from Pam Wheeler Atwood, Linda
Jones Blair, Nancy Wilcox Clarke,
Nancy Heilmann Powers, Patty
Jenks, Ginny Mc Clintock Maloney
and Cindy Paquet. If you are out there
reading this, get in touch! . . . Bob and
I look forward to hearing from more of
you so that we can keep the column fresh
and interesting. We can’t do it unless we
hear from you, so go to your computer
and e-mail us today.
—Robert Gracia and Judy Gerrie Heine

68 For the last six years Steve Ford

has been senior vice president and
general counsel at Coty Inc., a global
supplier of fragrances and cosmetics.
Coty’s headquarters are in New York
City. Before that, and since graduating
from Villanova Law School, he held various positions with Scott Paper Company
in Philadelphia. He and his wife, Mary,
now live in north Jersey, and he commutes to Manhattan. The oldest (twin
daughters) of their five children graduated from Brown University last May
after having majored in biomedical engineering; one planned to go to law school
and one planned on a doctorate. Their
older son, now a junior at Colby,
majors in French and international
studies. Their younger son and youngest
daughter are in high school. Steve writes,
“Having a Colby student has allowed us
to see Colby friends at Homecoming
or other events. We have seen Bill and
Nancy Meyer Tsiaras, Gary Weaver,
Art Brennan, Bob Hughes and Ken
Young,” among others. The Fords, who
planned to attend reunion in June and
hoped to see many others there, also
have seen Ed ’67 and Cherie Anderson Scherer ’70, Lou Champagne ’67,
Fred Hopengarten and Jeff Lathrop.
Jeff wrote that he has “enjoyed reacquainting with Colby this year, as I
have twin daughters, Abbi and Jenny,
who are freshmen at Colby. Attended
Family Homecoming Weekend and was
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delighted to bump into Bill and Nancy
Meyer Tsiaras, Peter and Ann Wilson
Hobart, Jay Sandak, Steve Ford,
Debbie Stephenson Wysor and Arthur
Brennan, among others, all with children
at various stages at Colby. My wife, Susie,
and I live in North Conway, N.H., where
I have been active in the life, health and
long-term care insurance business for the
last 10 years.” . . . Peter Jost writes, “I am
happy to advise that I am still alive and
practicing law in Clinton, N.J., with no
actual fatal diseases that I know of yet. I
presently represent three townships, two
boroughs, one board of adjustment and
numerous ungrateful private clients, so I
guess I have finally become a workaholic
in my old age (certainly wasn’t one in college). I live with my 16-year-old son and
sail with a bunch of over-the-hill sunfish
sailors in the summer on Barnegat Bay
for comic relief. Would be glad to hear
(peterjostattny@earthlink.net) from any
Colby alum persons in the area.” . . .
Nancy Short Hall is still the technology specialist at Colchester, Vt., Middle
School. Now that both of her children
have master’s degrees, she is considering
retiring and doing some traveling. She
and her husband, Wayne, spent a week
in Arizona last winter. They also tried
white-water rafting for the first time
last summer. They also went on their
annual canoe trip with friends and spent
a week on the St. Croix River (the border
between Maine and N.B., Canada). They
had lots of fast water and rapids and very
few portages and had such a good time
that they are planning to combine part
of that trip with the Moose River Bow
trip (Jackman, Maine) in July. Their
winter passion is square dancing in
Vermont, but they try to get away to
larger festivals several times a year. . . .
Ric Rawson wrote, “Last February, at
age 55, I retired from the U.S. Postal
Service, where I had worked on their
computers. I’ve found retirement to be
absolutely delightful. Since retirement
I have taken up water aerobics (think of
seniors bouncing in the water to the tune
of “Jailhouse Rock”), volunteering at the
Smithsonian American History Museum
once a week, watching those 10-to-11
p.m. TV shows and napping from 2 to
4 p.m. daily.” . . . Also heard from Jann
Semonian Czarnetzki, who wrote that
teaching, after 29 years, is still fun for
her, although she is now looking forward
to retiring in a couple of years. She also
said, “Life is very stressful and anxious
with responsibilities for my mother, who
is recovering in a nursing home from a
stroke. She is very unhappy and wants to
go home. Now I need to look into hiring
home health care aids for her. Anyone
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have any experience? I could sure use
some help.” If you have suggestions for
Jann, e-mail her at czarnetz@massed.net.
She goes on to say that Cathie Smith
Keenan invited her to a gathering of
her writers’ group to celebrate the publication of a member’s book, A Singular
Hostage, a wonderful novel by Thalassa
Ali about life in India. Cathie and Clarke
and Jann and her husband, Gerry, were
planning to ski together in Park City,
Utah, in February, and this summer the
four of them hope to make an Italian
journey. Any tips anyone has for them
would be greatly appreciated. Jann is
also in constant touch via phone with
Jane Morrison, who is busy with her
beautiful grandson, Duncan, and whose
parents, Josh and Beth, are both Colby
’93 grads. Jann also stays in touch with
Otto Wielan ’69, who is staying active
in N.Y. . . . David and I plan to attend
our 35th reunion. By the time you read
this, reunion will be behind us; how
could such a cool bunch of people be
this old?
—Nancy Dodge Bryan

Striking out with
your dividends?
Hit a home run with a
Charitable Gift Annuity
at Colby!
With a Charitable Gift Annuity, you can
enjoy a guaranteed life income
at attractive annuity rates.

69

As I write this column after a long
and cold Massachusetts winter that was
reminiscent of our wonderful days at
Colby, I wonder if any of you remember
our first blizzard in Waterville during
the early days of our freshman year?
It was either Homecoming Weekend
or Winter Carnival. Many cars were
stuck on Mayflower Hill Drive, and
many of us, and our dates, hiked back
to campus after our dinners at the Jeff
or The Majestic. . . . We hear that Bill
Burges is the president of Burges and
Burges, a Democratic consulting firm in
Cleveland, Ohio. A newsclip reports that
Bill “has been navigating Ohio’s vicious
undertow for schools, higher education
and other community institutions for 25
years.” He is happily married and has one
grown son. . . . Mary L. Cupp exhibited some of her artwork, a collection of
paintings and prints titled “Farms Folk
& Flowers,” at the Denmark, Maine,
Arts Center last summer. A number of
the exhibits in the show focused on the
colorful flowers and vegetables, vendors
and other activities at the farmers markets in Congress Square and Deering
Oaks Park in Portland, Maine. . . . Ray
Gerbi completed 20 years of hospital
administration at the Concord Hospital
in Concord, N.H., where he was overseeing the planning and construction
of a large and comprehensive cancer
center. He and his wife have joined
the ever-expanding numbers of our
classmates who have become proud
and thrilled grandparents. . . . Roger

Guaranteed Fixed Rates:
One-life
65
70
75
80
85

Annuity
6.0%
6.5
7.1
8.0
9.5

Two-life Annuity
65/62 5.6%
70/67 5.8
75/72 6.2
80/77 6.7
85/82 7.5

For more information about how to make a gift
to Colby using a Charitable Gift Annuity,
contact the Office of Planned Giving:
Director Steve Greaves or Associate Director
Sue Cook ’75, Colby College, 4372 Mayflower
Hill, Waterville, ME 04901; phone 207-8723210; or e-mail plangift@colby.edu.

Hopkins lives in Palm Springs, Calif.,
and devotes his energies to his sculpture
and stone import business. Eight years
ago Roger met “a wonderful Egyptian
ballerina” and has been happily married
since. Living in the desert, he doesn’t
seem to miss the New England weather.
Roger was involved in some TV documentaries, and his work was featured on
The Sopranos. . . . Bruce McLean has
lived in Boston for the past 20 years and
works in real estate on Beacon Hill. Since
1980 he has been a member of the Trinity
choir at Trinity Church, and he toured
England and did several recordings with
the choir. Bruce also is involved with the
Glimmerglass Opera in Cooperstown,
N.Y., where he recently purchased an
old farmhouse nearby. . . . Bill Lyons
was elected regent to the American
College of Tax Counsel. He and his
wife, Karen Knapp ’70, are building a
vacation/retirement home in Castine,
Maine. . . . Plans are already underway
for our 35th reunion next year, so get
ready. In the meantime keep your exciting news coming.
—Sari Abul-Jubein

71 Macy Delong was recognized

in People magazine in the fall of 2002
and was celebrated as an unsung hero
at a Knicks-Celtics game in December
2002 for her relentless efforts to enhance
the quality of life for homeless individuals. Her nonprofit agency, Solutions at
Work, in Cambridge, Mass., provides
a variety of forms of aid to homeless
people, including a clothing exchange
and a moving service. Macy provides
lodging to a number of people in her
own home to help them get on their
feet again. . . . Robert Ewell is a career
support specialist at the Huot Technical Center, Elm Street School, Concord,
N.H. . . . Joe Greenman was named
a member of the Bond, Schoeneck &
King law firm. . . . Bill Simons, an
American historian who teaches at
SUNY-Oneonta, has studied and written about most sports, but his favorite
is baseball. Bill is a long-time member
of SABR, the Society of American
Baseball Research. . . . I was delighted
to see Cheryl Booker Gorman ’74 of
Brookline Bancorp featured in the Boston
Globe in December 2002. Cheryl, one of
a number of successful businesswomen
whose careers have been influenced
by the teamwork they experienced as
student athletes, played field hockey
at Colby.
—Nancy Neckes Dumart

73 This quarter’s mail is lighter than

last time, so my information comes from

articles in local newspapers. Last fall,
Alan Blanker joined Greenfield Savings Bank as a senior vice president
and general counsel. After graduating
from Colby, Alan obtained his J.D. from
Georgetown University Law Center. He
and his wife, Joyce, reside in Greenfield, Mass., and have two children. . . .
Known as a “Down East fiddler,” Greg
Boardman has earned a reputation as an
accomplished fiddler in Maine and has
participated in numerous events dedicated to the promotion and preservation of regional fiddle styles. His résumé
includes performances with the Maine
Country Dance Orchestra, The Northern Valley Boys, the Kennebec Valley
Boys, The Moosetones—the list goes on
and on. He has won every major fiddle
contest in Maine. A part-time music
teacher in the Lewiston schools, Greg
also teaches fiddle as a private instructor
and organized the Maine Fiddle Camp.
He recently released the CD Century
Reel, a collection of 15 New England
pieces representing several generations
of Down East musicians. The CD, put
out by Outer Green Records, is available
through Bow & String Enterprises of
Auburn, Maine. . . . Don’t wait for me to
read about you in the newspaper. You can
e-mail or snail-mail information to me
about what’s going on in your lives: vacations, celebrations, jobs, family, Colby
classmates you have heard from. It’s all
interesting reading to the rest of us.
—Jackie Nienaber Appeldorn

74

My ornery computer refused to
open several e-mails, citing a virus as
its excuse. Therefore, if your news is
not included here, please resend it, and
please accept my apologies. . . . Bruce
Carmichael is living in Park City, Utah,
with his wife, Jennifer, and two children,
Gavin, 10, and Erin, 8. Bruce works in
Salt Lake City as director of Air Force
C31SR systems. The family enjoyed all
the activities and excitement surrounding
the Winter Olympics. . . . Mike McNamara writes that after a 19-year hiatus
he returned to teaching at the Marine
Academy of Technology and Environment in Toms River, N.J. He continues
his law practice part time, having given
up litigation entirely and restricting his
practice to real estate and estate planning. His older son just completed his
freshman year at Loyola College, and
his younger son finished his first year
at Monsignor Donovan High School.
. . . Jeff Seip writes from Mexico City,
where he spent the last year directing
power plant project finance/accounting
for Siemens Westinghouse. His career
has taken him to Peru, Puerto Rico,

Saudi Arabia and China. Cape Canaveral is home when he’s in the U.S. Jeff
married a year ago and has a 17-year-old
from a previous marriage. . . . Harriet
Hults King has been working at the
State Attorney’s Office in Vermont
as the domestic violence prosecutor.
Harriet’s husband is also an attorney,
and the two try hard to balance their
busy work schedules with their children’s
activities and skiing and snowshoeing.
. . . Tom Bolmer responded to my
request for stories of 50th celebrations
by saying that he and his wife, Ellyn
Montgomery ’81, decided to take the
day off for a hike. Ellyn surprised Tom
with champagne (in real flutes) and hors
d’oeuvres (on real plates) at the top of
Mount Monadnock in New Hampshire
despite a blanket of late May snow.
Dinner was a large ice cream sundae at
a big stand in the next town. Tom says he
finally got a set of meals that were a real
celebration! . . . Tim Glidden, director
of Maine’s Future Program, was written
up in several Maine newspapers for his
determination to protect special places,
such as working farms and forests, from
urban sprawl. . . . The Waterville Business
& Professional Women’s Association
named Karen Heck Woman of the Year.
She is a founder of a Maine conference
focused on helping girls understand what
it is to be female in today’s world. . . .
Joanne Tankard Smith was one of seven
finalists for Massachusetts Teacher of the
Year. She teaches at Norfolk Agricultural
School, where she has been for three
years. . . . A newsclip describes Kenneth Melvin, who is in his 17th year as
a delegate in the Virginia Assembly, as
able to “make an analogy like no one in
this room.” After Colby, Kenny went
to Georgetown for a law degree, set up
practice and helped others run for office
before running himself in 1985. . . . Keep
those e-mails flying!
—Robin Sweeney Peabody

75

Greetings to all my classmates.
This year most of us will be turning
50. In fact, by the time you read this,
a lot of us will have already hit the big
number. So I think it’s high time that
we put down the jellybeans and go out
and get a meaningful job. Good luck
finding one. . . . Some news of a few
people who seem to already have good
jobs. They are excused from the final.
Bob Duchesne writes that he recently
was named Broadcaster of the Year by
the Maine Association of Broadcasters.
Along with the award came admittance
to the MAB Hall of Fame. Bob also
received an M.B.A. from the University of Maine. Despite all of this career
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success, Bob says that he is now taking
it easy, living in a log cabin on Pushaw
Lake north of Bangor, writing a bird
guide to Maine and planning to travel
more. . . . Curt Gowdy celebrated his
25th year with ABC Sports by receiving
his 16th Emmy Award for Wide World
of Sports 40th Anniversary Special. He
reports spending time in Maine with
classmates, including Peter Clark,
John O’Meara, Alan MacEwan and
Mike ’74 and Jen Goff Currie. Curt
resides in New Canaan, Conn., with his
wife, Karen, and their three girls, Katie,
Taylor and Grace. . . . Ed Walczak is the
fund manager for Vontobel Asset Management. He was interviewed recently by
Deborah Marchini on CNN’s Halftime
Report. Ed talked about the success he
has had and provided some insight into
the investment strategies that he follows.
. . . Richard and Susan Staples Smith

recently moved from their Bartlett ski
chalet to a farm in Chocorua, N.H., to
make room for their two new pet alpacas.
Susan says that alpacas are smaller than
llamas, easy to care for and provide
great fiber for spinning. She also has
been quality assurance analyst with the
Echo Group in Conway for the past
four years. . . . Vinnie Cassone and
his wife, Lynne, recently welcomed their
new son, Gabriel King, into the world.
Vinnie also was appointed head of the
Texas A&M biology department, which
counts nearly 1,300 undergraduates and
almost 100 graduate students. So now
he has two more reasons not to sleep,
he reports. However, he does encourage Colby grads to send him graduate
applications. . . . Pat Wood checked in
with an update on his last few years in
Texas. He has left the academic world and
opened a private practice surgical group

performing liver transplants and general
surgery. He also saw a lot of growth in
his personal life. Pat recently remarried
and added wife Sherri’s three children
to his family, which already included his
own teenage son.
—Bruce Young

76

Lots of news this time, including
word from some long-lost friends. David
Wilson, who would have graduated in
1976 but heard other callings in 1974,
wrote to say that he frequently writes
for alumni magazines, such as those
published by Duke University, Fordham
University and Williams College, among
others. He wrote the article on Vinnie
Martucci ’77, you may have noticed.
. . . Another “long lost” is Craig Spencer, chair of the biology department at
Augustana College in Sioux Falls, S.D.
He spends summers in Montana in a

cabin without electricity (and that means
without running water) surrounded by
his wife, three daughters and a few students doing research. . . . We also heard
from Hank Osborne, communications
director at Sabine, Inc., in Florida. He
and his wife have two young sons. He
says life is great and invites guests to visit
him in Gainesville. . . . We also received
word from Erik Peterson ’79, senior vice
president and director of studies at the
Center for Strategic and International
Studies (CSIS). He spoke to the students
in the Colby International Studies Program several months ago and enjoyed his
visit to the campus. He sends greetings
to Ann Dunlap LeBourdais. . . . Barry
Rabin wrote that he has completed a
year-long program of leadership and
networking for Greater Syracuse. On a
family note, their daughter is a freshman
at Cornell, so they feel lucky to have her

roman w. dashawetz ’70
Medical Mission

How does a Colby English major from Boston go on to earn the
Michajlo Hrushevskij Medal for humanitarian aid, a prestigious award
named for the first president of the Ukrainian National Republic? Ask
Roman W. Dashawetz ’70, who spends four weeks each year in Ukraine
bringing medical care to those who need it most.
After Colby, Dashawetz found that he had a love for science and for
teaching. He graduated from the Boston University School of Nursing
and began practicing and, eventually, teaching anesthesia. “I think that
part of what I used to do in teaching has also helped me in Ukraine,
because that’s what we do—teach. We want to leave them with something,” he said. Having spent most of his life in the Boston area, settled
with a growing family and a prosperous career in anesthesia,
Dashawetz needed something more. In 1990 he found it.
“A friend of mine asked me whether I would go to
Ukraine with him to do anesthesia for his orthopedic
surgery,” he said. “When we got there, I was just
so floored by the horrible medical system.”
Dashawetz had been active for many years
in Ukranian politics, heading up and
attending human-rights demonstrations
in Boston and Washington, but when he
saw how much Ukraine was suffering
medically, he decided to change focus.
Emergency Medical Aid for Ukraine (EMAU)
was born.
Every year Dashawetz and his volunteers fly to
Ukraine and work closely with four hospitals, bringing
technology, teaching new surgical techniques, creating
state of the art medical centers and forming lifelong
friendships. “If you don’t have a healthy population, you can’t build a healthy country,” Dashawetz
said.
This philosophy has kept Dashawetz and his
group going for 12 years now, but it wasn’t easy
at first. They started bringing medical supplies to
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15 different hospitals, trying to help as many people
as possible. But Ukrainian children suffer 40,000
burn cases every year, and it was impossible to help
them all. “We literally had hundreds of children
waiting in line from all areas of Ukraine to be looked
at. After the first week was over, we sat down and
cried,” he said.
EMAU started to take a much more personal
approach, focusing on a smaller number of hospitals, developing close working relationships with the staff and creating
programs that eventually became centers of excellence. In the last 12
years, EMAU has started and supported 13 projects, such as
the Pediatric Dialysis Center, considered the best in Ukraine,
the Pediatric Burn Center and the Adult Rehabilitation
Center. Many of these projects are the first of their
kind in Ukraine. “Even though we left politics,” he
said, “I think in the back of our minds we still
feel that this is part of country building.”
These days, Dashawetz spends the
other 48 weeks of the year back in Maine,
enjoying the peaceful area of Machiasport in Down East Maine. “When I left
Colby in 1970, I always told myself that
I would come back,” he said. He’s found
that medical care in a small town can be
much more personal. Now his patients bring him
deer and lobsters and invite him to their houses for
dinner. “These people need access to medical care,
you know, kind of like in Ukraine,” he said. It’s a big
change from the bustling Boston atmosphere in
which Dashawetz was raised, but he doesn’t miss
the city. “People go to Cancun and they think
that’s exotic,” he said. “There’s nothing more
exotic than Machiasport.”
—Anne Marie Sears ’03

newsmakers
Gov. John Baldacci tapped York County District Attorney Michael P. Cantara ’75 to head
Maine’s Department of Public Safety, citing
Cantara’s exemplary initiatives in developing
services for victims of crime, establishing a
domestic violence task force and working
with a shelter for domestic violence victims.
Cantara oversees nine bureaus, including the
State Police, the Fire Marshal’s Office and
the Drug Enforcement Agency  Maine’s
2003 High School Principal of the Year award
went to South Portland High School’s Jeanne
Jeanne O’Brien Crocker ’76
O’Brien Crocker ’76. The first woman ever
to receive the honor, Crocker has been the principal at the school, one of the
largest in the state, for five years. “School leadership is about change and
reform in education,” she said. “I’ve spent the last couple of years working
to make things better”  Rep. David P. Linsky ’79 of Natick was named
a 2002 Legislator of the Year by the Massachusetts Municipal Association, a
nonprofit association of Massachusetts cities and towns. Currently in his third
term, Linsky “has consistently made education a top priority.”

Milestones
Deaths: David J. Soper ’70, September 27, 2000, in Florida, at 52
Wathen Welch ’79, February 16, 2002, in New Jersey, at 44.
nearby. Their son is a freshman in high
school so he is nearby, too! The family
enjoyed a visit with the family of Mark
Fishbon ’77 at Cape Cod. . . . . David ’75
and Harriet Buxbaum Pinansky have
one son, who graduated from Carnegie
Mellon University with four degrees, and
one daughter, who graduated from high
school this spring. With all these graduations, they missed the last reunion but
hope to be there next time. . . . Family
news from Jack and Susan Reed Parker
catches us up on the lives of their four
children. Their eldest daughter graduated from Colby in 2001 and now lives
and works in the U.S. Virgin Islands.
Their next daughter finished up this
spring at Boston University; last year she
attended the Colby in London program.
Their older son is a freshman Mule on
the football team, and their younger son
is also in football, hockey and lacrosse at
Governor Dummer Academy. Jack and
Susan are dealing with their “empty nest”
by keeping busy. . . . Michael Boyson
feels “empty nest” creeping up on him.
His son is away at Northwestern, and
his daughter did her junior year of
high school in Argentina. His coping
mechanism has been preparation for
the Chicago Marathon. (I have a true
appreciation of the feelings involved
in sending a 16-year-old away for a
year. My daughter that age was in
the Czech Republic this year.) Mike
sends greetings to Dave Bengtson.
. . . Olen Kalkus summarized his last



Kimberly

three years by saying that in 1999 he
left the International School of Prague
(Czech Republic again!) and became
the founding headmaster of a private
Catholic school for boys in Princeton,
N.J. He and his wife have two sons and
a daughter. . . . But William Silverman
has beaten Olen at summarizing. He sent
a one-liner: “Was elected to the Board
of Governors of the American College
of Gastroenterology.” Wonderful, Bill!
. . . Gail and Richard Oparowski are
building a house in Amherst, Mass., and
hope to keep in closer touch with Joe and
Noël Barry Stella, who live in Westfield, Mass. Both Oparowski children
attend Wake Forest in N.C. While the
house is under construction, the parents
will be in Delaware, which feels much
closer to N.C. than did their home in
Danbury, Conn. Opie is hoping to put
his 21 years of financial experience and
three CFO positions within Citigroup to
beneficial use in Amherst classrooms. . . .
Also changing jobs and in the news are
Lindsay Huntington Hancock, who
joined the Maine College of Art as special events coordinator, and Douglas
Rooks, who left journalism to become
communications director for Maine
House Speaker Patrick Colwell.
—Jane Souza Dingman

77

Greetings, classmates. As you
can see, there is no news for the Class
of 1977 in this issue. That is because
the Class of ’77 has continued its long

and glorious tradition of providing
your trusted and conscientious class
correspondent with absolutely no news
for our alumni magazine. Please do not
continue this time-honored practice. You
are encouraged (and I implore you) to
send me numerous e-mail messages and
other forms of communication so that
I can update the class on your accomplishments. Please don’t make me beg.
Thank you.
—Mark Lyons

78

Greetings, classmates! We’re very
light on news this quarter. Everyone
must be resting up for our 25th reunion
celebration on June 5-8. By the time this
column appears, it’ll all have happened,
but at this writing Sandy Buck is pulling
out all the stops for an event on Mayflower Hill unmatched in the annals of
Colby College. As we all know by now,
the Class of 1978 will be regaled by none
other than Jerry Jeff Walker (it almost
seems like he was in our class and I should
be bolding his name) on June 7. He will
take us all back to the ’70s with his hit
tunes “Goodbye Easy Street,” “Jaded
Lover” and “Mississippi You’re On
My Mind,” along with many others, as
we dance the night away. Roebuck has
many other treats in store—a ride on the
Blue Goose on Thursday, golf, tennis, a
chance to hear from Charlie Bassett and
Sandy Maisel again, the always popular
Maine lobster bake, presentations by
accomplished classmates and, most
important, the opportunity to rekindle
friendships that were forged from 1974
to 1978 and have endured, survived and
thrived ever since! The next issue will
have all the details, and I’m sure our
25th will stir up a lot of news for several
quarters to come. . . . Marty Reader has
joined eBenX in the newly created role
of senior vice president of marketing
and client management. In this position based in Minneapolis, Marty will
be accountable for supporting sales and
new business development with product
pricing strategy and marketing program
development across the company. He
will manage a team of professionals with
the mission of ensuring continued and
strong strategic client relationships. He
has more than 20 years of business-tobusiness marketing and general management experience across a range of
industries. eBenX has developed more
than 200 client relationships with Global
2000 companies and is committed to
being the global leader and most preferred provider in health and welfare
administration. . . . Meanwhile, back in
the Pine Tree state, Rick Jacques has
joined Androscoggin Home Care and

Hospice as director of supportive care.
A licensed social worker, he previously
worked as consumer services manager at
Elder Independence of Maine. . . . Keep
those post cards and e-mails coming!
—Robert S. Woodbury

79

Barry Horwitz e-mailed to
say that despite being responsible for
gathering and editing alumni news for
his business school, he has been lax in
keeping his Colby classmates up to date.
In the past year, Barry and Liz (Yanagihara ’80) have traveled to Iceland with
their children, Michael, 18, and Ali, 14,
as part of a music exchange that the kids
participated in. Just before the February blizzard they managed to duck out
of Boston on their way to Cancun for
a week’s vacation. Michael was in the
waiting part of the college application
process, and Ali was enjoying freshman
year in high school. Barry says that Liz
remains active in a flute group called
Willow Flute Ensemble, a flute choir.
The rest of her time is spent making
jewelry for an artist’s studio, doing
volunteer work with the local middle
school’s music department and shuttling the kids. Barry and Liz remain in
Newton, Mass., where they have lived
for the past eight years or so. . . . Joe
Meyer, Rob Stevenson ’78, Ken Curtis
’76 and their families got together last fall
at the Yokohama Country and Athletic
Club. Since Colby, the three of them
have logged 55 years living and working
in northeast Asia. Joe is currently CFO
in Tokyo for a cable industry multiple
system operator, Mediatti Communications. Rob is the managing director of
BEA Systems Japan. Ken is a private
equity professional with Eastpoint
Capital Management. . . . Sam Koch is
still coaching soccer at the University
of Massachusetts and has been happily
married to Suzanne Brydie Patterson for
almost 10 years now. He met Suzanne
on a job interview; didn’t take the job
but found a wife! Sam and Suzanne have
four children: Christopher, 8, loves to
play baseball (what, no soccer!), Jeffrey,
5, loves to draw, Ben, 4, loves balls and
trucks of any kind, and the princess,
Katie, loves to play in the mud. Sam
talks often to Dave Laliberty, who is
still coaching out in Wisconsin. Once
in a while he sees Doug Lewing, who
is involved with the Delaware Olympic
Development Program (soccer). He also
hears a lot from Elliott Pratt ’81, the #1
UMass soccer fan. Other Colby alumni
who support the UMass Minutemen are
Dr. Chip Childs ’78, Dick Muther ’81,
Pat Fortin ’82 (new father of twins) and
Councilor Doug Giron ’78. Sam says it’s
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a small world—he bumped into Bruce
Henderson and his family on the Tokyo
subway. Sam, in answer to your question,
I still type papers; my fee is higher, but the
drink is still the same—White Russians. . . .
Elizabeth Armstrong dropped a line to
say that she has finally come back to the
States after years of roaming the planet
and living in Japan. She has been married for 14 years to Erik Lofgren, who is
also involved in Japanese studies. They
are both now on the faculty of Bucknell
University, where she teaches three levels
of Japanese language and Erik teaches
Japanese literature and language. They
have two daughters, 7 and 4, who keep
them happy and engaged when they’re
not at work. Elizabeth and her daughters
are working on their equestrian skills in
her “spare” time. She is occasionally in
touch with Tim ’80 and Anne Luedemann Hunt and says she hopes more
will contribute to my column—it’s her
way of keeping in touch with classmates.
. . . John Crispin, M.D., is an anesthesiologist with the Central Maine Medical
Center’s surgical services department.
John did his residency at Portsmouth
Naval Hospital, Portsmouth, Va., and
a fellowship in thoracic and vascular
anesthesia at Massachusetts General
Hospital in Boston. . . . Capt. Kevin
Frank, U.S.N., was awarded the Bronze
Star medal on January 2, 2003, by
Admiral James O. Ellis Jr., commander,
U.S. Strategic Command. The citation
stated that Capt. Frank distinguished
himself by meritorious achievement as
the Combined Forces Air Component
Command deputy director of intelligence and director of intelligence while
engaged in ground combat against an
enemy of the United States from 13
October 2001 to 21 January 2002.
During this period, Capt. Frank’s
leadership and keen analysis were
critical to the success of the combat
air campaign against the international
terrorist group Al Qaida and the Taliban government of Afghanistan. While
supporting more than 20,000 sorties
and strikes on more than 5,600 aim
points, he directed the intelligence
support to combat operations and the
time-sensitive targeting process. Kevin,
if you are back in the Gulf supporting
our troops, God bless you and thank
you for your duty to our country. As
the spouse of a retired U.S. Air Force
Gulf War veteran, I end with thanks
to all the soldiers, sailors and airmen
who are bravely defending our country
as I write this column. I know that the
sacrifice of their families is great. God
speed your safe return. . . . Please take
a few minutes to e-mail me at Colby
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newsmakers
Nancy Briggs Marshall ’82, quoted in an article in Down East magazine, said
it’s the “VIP phenomenon” when the famous and near-famous show up at the
condos and on the slopes of Sugarloaf/USA. Nancy Marshall Communications also recently contracted to perform public relations services for Dunkin’
Donuts’ educational outreach to Maine residents  “No one knew what [the
Internet] was going to look like,” said Fletcher E. Kittredge ’84, “and my
idea was you could have a service provider that would just serve the town.”
Today, said the Biddeford, Maine, Journal Tribune, Kittredge’s nine-year-old
Great Works Internet Inc. offers Internet services to 55,000 homes, businesses
and schools across Maine  When Joseph Rivero Baker ’85 took over as
head of the Meriden-Wallingford (Conn.) United Way last January, he told
the Record-Journal that he looked forward to opening doors with the city’s
Latino population. Baker, who is of Mexican and Puerto Rican descent and
fluent in Spanish, hoped to help people “express their caring for each other by
giving, volunteering and working together”  At the swearing-in last January of the Massachusetts House of Representatives, Daniel K. Webster ’87
was a member of the minority. The attorney and former commercial banker
who represents the sixth Plymouth district was one of 23 Republicans in the
159-member House.

Milestones
Marriages: Ann M. Fillback ’88 to John R. Riley Jr. in Peabody, Mass.  Todd
Wallingford ’88 to Jennifer Joy Pupa in Northborough, Mass.  Andrew
I. Dodge ’89 to Sasha Castel in Harpswell, Maine.
Births: Twins, Zoe Christie Cheever and Max Thompson Cheever, to MaryMargaret Christie ’89 and Wilbur D. Cheever ’85.
Deaths: Reyne J. Cuccuro ’83, December 27, 2002, in Florida, at 41.
(or at cpowers@entfederal.com) or use
the traditional mail.
—Cheri Bailey Powers

80

Steve Bosley, his wife, Tricia
Kenney, and their children Rachel, 8,
and Eli, 6, live in Earlyville, Va., near
Charlottesville. Steve works in Internet
marketing for Plow and Hearth Catalog Company. They visit his parents in
Orleans on Cape Cod every June. He
keeps in touch with Chris Morrill ’81,
who lives in Hartford, Conn. . . . Marjorie Smith Bose lives in Texas with
her husband and daughters, Kendall, a
first grader, and Lindsay, 3. With both
of her children in school this year, Marj
is taking art classes, doing yoga and has
taken up running (she says anyone who
knows her will find the running part
hard to believe!). Marj is researching
home-based businesses and asks that
anyone with any ideas contact her. . . .
Bill and Lou Eckland Jackson live in
Norfolk, Mass., with their three children,
Ben, Josh and Sarah. In May ’02 Lou
graduated from Boston College with a
Ph.D. Joanne Shannon O’Donnell and
Joanne Lynch Thorndike attended a
reception at which Lou received a prestigious award from the doctoral program.
. . . Betsey Morrell lives in Lincolnville

Beach, Maine. She is vice president of
her family business, Downeast Energy
and Building Supply, and was recently
appointed to a position on the board of
directors of Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens in Boothbay. . . . Michael Fanger
reports in from N.Y.C. that his company, Eastern Funding L.L.C., founded
in 1997, continues to prosper with 14
employees and nationwide business.
His wife, Linda, has done well after her
cancer treatment. The children, Rachel,
11, and Jon, 8, keep him busy in Morristown, N.J. . . . Jane Dibden Schwab,
recently divorced, continues to preach at
Covenant Chapel in Vassalboro, Maine.
She reports she is in a happier place raising her five children after going through
this life transition. She recently met with
Diana Small Snow and toured the Colby
campus, reliving old memories. Diana, a
cancer survivor, lives with her husband
in Belmont, Mass. . . . Richard “Dick”
Sinapi is a partner with the Cranston,
R.I., law firm of Sinapi, Formisano, and
Coleman, Ltd., and is the lawyer for the
Harrisville Fire District in Burrillville,
R.I. He ran for Congress as a Democrat
in 1984, losing to an incumbent, and was
recently the youngest candidate to seek a
justice appointment to the R.I. Supreme
Court. . . . Bob Motley has been in the

commercial real estate business for 12
years. He is director with Cushman and
Wakefield in Hartford, Conn. Bob and
his wife, Durrin, keep busy with Isabelle,
9, and Robert, 7, and with renovating the
farm they purchased several years ago.
. . . Darcy MacKinnon Sledge’s beagle,
Nimbus, was noticed by a talent scout for
dogs and now has an agent in N.Y.C. He
was recently in Manhattan for a photo
shoot for Ralph Lauren and is Mr.
October in Friskies 2003 Mighty Dog
calendar. . . . Linda Alter has returned to
her Midwest roots by settling in St. Paul,
Minn. Linda sells real estate and manages
rental properties and recently traveled to
St. Maarten, Disneyland near L.A., Anna
Maria Island, Fla., and Costa Rica. She
sends regards to former Colby basketball teammates: “those were memorable
times! Dig Deep!” . . . Jay Moody lives
in Falmouth, Maine. He hopes to make
a full recovery from prostate cancer surgery. Jay has been spending quality time
with family and friends and recently had
an “awesome” trip to Jamaica. . . . Cathy
Palmer Smith and her husband, Dan,
are experiencing the joys and challenges
of renovating an old house in the country.
They are very involved in their church
and spend time with family and friends.
Cathy works with Scott Vandersall ’81
at Citizens Bank. They had to compare
their senior photos in Colby yearbooks
to recognize each other. . . . Amy Page
Oberg (aoberg@haslaw.com) is a
member of the Barrington, R.I., school
committee and was recently elected to
serve another term. She is on the board
of directors of the Bayside YMCA and a
member of their golf tournament committee. Her youngest child is in ninth
grade; her other five have graduated.
Amy is practicing law in Providence,
doing general business, corporate and
tax work. Last fall she and Karen
Harvey Leese met Pam Poindexter
Peacock, Elaine Regan Driscoll, Peter
Forman and their spouses for dinner in
the North End in Boston. . . . Martha
McCluskey has received tenure as a law
professor at the State University of New
York at Buffalo. She teaches and writes
about constitutional law, feminist legal
theory and economic inequality. Martha
recently married Carl Nightingale, a
history professor at the University of
Massachusetts and the University of
Wisconsin at Milwaukee. Their life
includes plenty of travel while living in
three states, visiting Maine and traveling
to South Africa, where they adopted their
daughter, Ella Mbali, in fall ’02. In late
2002 they visited family and friends in 10
states and on three continents. . . . During
the February ’03 school vacation week I

saw Scott Butterfield and family while
skiing at Bretton Woods in N.H. Some
of us continue to guide our children in
learning how to ski, ever hoping to return
to Sugarloaf/USA! . . . As hard as it is to
believe, the countdown is on for our 25th
reunion in 2005. We would like to be in
touch with everyone, so please write or
e-mail me your news now!
—Lynn Collins Francis
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Dawn Brydon Sweeney has
been named president of AARP Services,
Inc., a subsidiary of AARP. Dawn, who
has been with AARP since 1999, previously served in lobbying and marketing positions in several organizations,
including the International Dairy Foods
Association, where as vice president of
marketing she was instrumental in
launching the “milk mustache” ad
campaign. Dawn, her husband, Tim,
and their two children live in Oakton,
Va. . . . Joe Ciota has received plenty
of positive press for Ciao America, a feature film about Italy’s American football
league. Joe wrote the screenplay, and his
brother Frank directed. The film, which
includes Paul Sorvino and Giancarlo
Giannini in the cast, is based on Joe’s
experience coaching the Ferrara Aquile
(Eagles) after Colby. . . . Todd Marble
was profiled in The Hartford Courant in
October 2002 as his Kent School (Kent,
Conn.) football team’s winning streak
reached 11. Todd also serves as Kent’s
athletic director and director of summer
programs, including the summer writers camp. . . . Diane Young has joined
Axiom Capital, a commercial real estate
financing firm in Albany, N.Y., as senior
director. . . . Jamie and Laura Littlefield Bourne had a whirlwind year in
2002. Jamie made business trips to Salt
Lake City (twice) and Puerto Rico, and
Laura traveled to Montana on business,
and they still got in some fly-fishing.
The whole family, including Kelsey, 8,
and Jonny, 5, trekked to Oregon, Block
Island, North Carolina and Florida,
visiting Walt Disney World and Sea
World, a tour of the Space Center and
a launch of the space shuttle. . . . After
a year as a working student at Tamarack
Hill Farm, Sue Perry moved to Upton,
Mass., and started a business in equine
sports massage therapy, Muscle Magic.
She has retired her horse, Magic, and
is now training a young quarter horse/
thoroughbred named Secret Code
(“Cody”).
—Elizabeth Stiller Fahey
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It’s a tricky time—mid March—as
I write this. I hope our international
picture is brighter by the time you read

this, but right now we have just started
our battle with Iraq. Two classmates who
have contacted me and may be directly
involved are Bob Benjamin and Paul
Veilleux. Bob wrote to me on March
1, saying, “The big news from here is
that my unit has been mobilized for a
year in support of operation Enduring
Freedom. I was at Ft. Bragg for three
weeks in January and February helping
to push a task force of the 82nd Abn.
Division to Kuwait. I travel to Ft. Eustis,
Va., on March 2 and expect to receive
further orders. School has hired a longterm substitute to cover my classes while
I’m away. I have regular access to e-mail
(bob.benjamin@us.army.mil) and would
love to hear from folks.” I hope everyone
will send him a note, and I hope you
return home safely and soon, Bob. . . .
Paul’s status may be different now, but
in November he wrote, “I am presently
serving as the professor of military science and ROTC battalion commander
at the University of Connecticut and
am responsible for Army ROTC for
the entire state of Connecticut. I love
teaching again and helping these young
men and women learn and mature.”
Paul and his family (wife Andi, Chris,
16, and Ryan, 13) returned from a tour
in Heidelberg, Germany, the summer of
2001. While stationed in Germany he
had the phenomenal experience of being
deployed to the Balkans for six months
to work in the Headquarters of KFOR
REAR in Skopje, Macedonia (a NATO
headquarters with personnel from 19
different countries). Shortly after leaving the Balkans, Paul was awarded the
Defense Meritorious Service Medal for
the job he did there. And then he was
promoted to lieutenant colonel, which
was made even more special because
his dad was able to be there for his
promotion. . . . I received a beautiful
note from Denise Glennon. She and
her husband, Gary Haubold, adopted
all four of their daughters. Their two
older daughters, Lucy, 6, and Clara, 4,
are from China and have been helpful
big sisters to Cecilia, 2, also from China,
and Sophie, 2, from Cambodia. Denise
says, “Life is hectic but lots of fun. The
girls are wonderful and have been the
answers to our prayers.” . . . Walter
Judge wrote from Vermont, where
he lives with his wife, Jean C. O’Neill,
and daughters, Phoebe, 8, and Sophie,
6. He says he is finally learning how to
ski because Phoebe is teaching him. This
certainly was the winter for it, Walter!
. . . I had a fabulous weekend at Sugarloaf this year. It brought back happy
memories of skiing there with many of
my Colby friends from our class and from

’81 and ’83. They may not know it, but
Cathy Smith Badmington, Sarah Fox
Whalen and I are going to work on a
Colby/Sugarloaf reunion for the winter
of 2004. . . . Ed Paterson wrote that he
was sorry he missed our 20th reunion
but plans to make the next one. He is
still living in Rumford, Maine, with his
wife, Diane, and their three daughters,
Chelsea, 15, McKenzie, 10, and Delaney,
8. He is in his 20th year in the financial
service business and works as a registered
financial rep for New England Financial.
Ed keeps busy as president of the local
Rotary Club, as commissioner of the
Mountain Valley Rec. Basketball League
and as coach of his girls’ youth baseball
and basketball teams. As a member of
the Rotary Club, Ed started the annual
Matt Gaudet Alumni Basketball Day for
alumni of the local high schools. Matt
is a former Mountain Valley and Colby
star player (Class of ’95), who was permanently disabled from the chest down in
a diving accident. Coach Richard Whitmore honored them by speaking at the
event. They raised $15,000 in one day.
In addition to coaching, Ed still plays
basketball and baseball but now in the
“senior” leagues. He and his wife visit
Colby every summer when they ride
in the Trek Across Maine, a 180-mile,
three-day biking fund raiser to benefit
the American Lung Association. Colby
provides the accommodations for the
second night. . . . Jeffra Becknell sent
me an exciting e-mail from her home
in San Diego County: “I know the rest
of you have kids that are in college
(practically), but I’m expecting my first
biological child in early June. She will
be joining her big sister, Remy, 2. Being
pregnant has been smooth so far, but I
really miss hockey, beer and pockets in
my pants!” Congratulations, Jeffra! You
will have your pockets back by the time
this is printed. . . . Please keep the e-mails
and letters coming. Best wishes.
—Janice McKeown

83 News from our classmates came

in sparsely but enthusiastically this past
winter. Just send me some blurbs of info.
Things really do change and you’d be
surprised how long in between communications it can often become. Humor
me. . . . I am so sorry to tell you that
Kelly Dodge informed me that Reyne
Cuccuro passed away in late December
2002. We will remember Reyne with joy
and prayer at the Boardman Memorial
Service at Lorimer Chapel during our
20th reunion. This service is in memory
of alumni who have passed away during
the previous year. . . . Delisa Laterzo
wrote that after 12 years in Charlotte,

1980s Correspondents
1980
Lynn Collins Francis
16 Oakridge Road
Sudbury, MA 01776
classnews1980@alum.colby.edu
1981
Elizabeth Stiller Fahey
4740 Connecticut Avenue, NW #610
Washington, DC 20008
202-363-8535
classnews1981@alum.colby.edu
1982
Janice McKeown
73 Elm Road #8
Newtonville, MA 02460
617-244-7013
janicem@clarksna.com
classnews1982@alum.colby.edu
1983
Sally Lovegren Merchant
24 Easy Street
Mt. Desert, ME 04660
207-244-0441
fax: 207-244-9445
classnews1983@alum.colby.edu
1984
Cynthia M. Mulliken-Lazzara
107 Diablo Drive
Kentfield, CA 94904-2605
classnews1984@alum.colby.edu
1985
Sue James Geremia
2 Saddle Ridge Road
Dover, MA 02030
508-785-8366
classnews1985@alum.colby.edu
1986
Andrea V. Sarris
classnews1986@alum.colby.edu
1987
Kathleen Harnett Linger
1415 Catamount Road
Fairfield, CT 06430-1607
203-319-0861
classnews1987@alum.colby.edu
1988
Dean A. Schwartz
94 Upland Road
Concord, MA 01742
classnews1988@alum.colby.edu
1989
Anita L. Terry
501 Warwick Street
St. Paul, MN 55116
651-698-9382
fax: 651-848-1182
classnews1989@alum.colby.edu
N.C., her family moved almost three
years ago to Steamboat Springs, Colo.
There, on a mountain overlooking
a “gorgeous valley,” Bill, Delisa and
their son, Austin, 10, love living in a
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small-town atmosphere, skiing, hiking,
biking, spending time with family.
Delisa owns a promotional marketing
business that is doing well. She is one
of five approved suppliers for American
Express so she travels to New York City,
Minneapolis and Salt Lake City a lot. . . .
Alan Paperny is director of law at Retail
Brand Alliance, Inc. (headquartered in
Enfield, Conn.), which owns many of
the retail brands we see in malls and
shopping centers, including Brooks
Brothers, Adrienne Vittadini, Casual
Corner, Petite Sophisticate, August
Max Woman, Carolee Jewelry, Lenscrafters and Sunglass Hut. Alan lives
in Glastonbury, Conn., with his wife,
Suzi, and with Sara, Madison and Carly.
Among Colby alumni he sees are Kevin
Morin ’84, Greg Tulloch ’84 and Drew
Fitch ’84. Alan ran into Fred “Taager”
Nicholas in December. . . . Last October,
Georgia Shelby McNamara was born to

Barb and Sean McNamara and older
brother Riley. The entire family is well.
. . . I regularly receive newspaper clips
about our classmates from Colby staffers. Many of my Colby clips pertain to
our own Linda Greenlaw. Seemingly
every magazine, newspaper and educational institution has written about
her exploits as well as the times she has
addressed a graduation or graced a book
signing. Columnist Charles W. Turner
of the Haverhill Gazette in Haverhill,
Mass., was thrilled to meet Linda at a
book signing in Newburyport, Mass.,
and to find out that she wasn’t just a
“middle-aged native of a small island
off the coast of Maine.” He had been
intrigued by both of Linda’s books and
also seemed glad that she had gone to
Colby and majored in English before
heading to sea. . . . Another recent
newsclip was a photocopy of a glossy
brochure from Kimball Union Academy

in Meriden, N.H., announcing its new
headmaster, Mike Schafer. The picture
on the front is of smiling Mike, Gayle,
Hannah, Jonathan and Joanna. . . .
My next column will give you the full
picture of what happened at reunion. I
wish you all well and very much look
forward to hearing from each and every
one of you.
—Sally Lovegren Merchant

84 As I write, we are having fun

planning the 20th, so I hope everyone reading this column attends. . . .
Edward McCartin e-mailed from Indonesia, where he’s finished the complete
restructuring of a power project in East
Java—the largest and first one under
the privatization initiative of 1991. His
debt restructure was awarded the AsiaPacific Deal of the Year. Unfortunately,
the area has been dealing with multiple
crises since 1997, and there is very little

political will to change. Ed compared
the “birth of democracy” there to most
babies—something requiring lots of
parenting. He also notes that the Bali
bombing wasn’t helpful for a region that
relies on tourism. . . . Todd Halloran
e-mailed from Darien, Conn. In addition
to working and chasing four children
under the age of 6 around the house,
he’s continued to stay involved with
Colby as the chair of the Alumni Fund,
and recently he was named an overseer.
He continues to be impressed by the
generosity of Colby alumni in terms of
their time and gifts to the College. . . .
Heather Nicol e-mailed from England.
She feels that her five years there have
flown. She has two “gorgeous” little ones
(Alexander, 3, and Sylvia, 18 months),
and they were expecting a third child in
June. Heather is still working at Goldman Sachs. . . . Shelley Lent Gillwald
e-mailed from Park City, Utah, where

deanna f. cook ’88
Cooking the Books

“I made Jell-O eyeballs, hot-dog worms, devilish delicacies, rotten
apple punch right in front of the camera,” said Deanna Cook ’88, recalling the goodies she whipped up for her Halloween TV special on the
Food Network. As host of the show, which was filmed in the kitchens
at Walt Disney World, kitchenwitch Cook got to hang out in front of the
Haunted House with Mickey Mouse.
Nothing Mickey Mouse about this. Popping up on the tube is only
one part of Cook’s job as director of creative development at FamilyFun
magazine, a Walt Disney publication (circulation 1.7 million) based in
Northampton, Mass. Any time the name “FamilyFun” is involved, Cook’s
in on it. She has high hopes for the brand: a book series, a Travel Channel show, a Food Network production offering family recipes, a Home
and Garden TV project showcasing a family-friendly home. “ESPN is for
sports,” she said. “I want FamilyFun to be for moms.”
FamilyFun’s “spokesmom,” Cook is much on the go from Northhampton, where she lives with her husband, Doug McDonald ’88,
and their children, Ella, 6, and Maisie, 2. Most of her travel is to New
York. On one jaunt she joined Diane
Sawyer for an ABC three-part series
about family traditions on
Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas and
Chanukah.
For CBS’s The
Early Show
segment about
gardening with
children, Cook
says she was
agog when the
producers
constructed

52

|

COLBY

•

SUMMER 2003

a real garden in front of the Plaza Hotel. And the first
time she went on Live With Regis & Kelly, “They built
a pool right on the set,” she said. “I talked about
pool games. In my bathing suit. I jumped in the pool
with the kids.”
For her second Regis and Kelly gig, a feature on Halloween costumes, they told her to be somebody trendy, so she came dressed as
Harry Potter. “It was an easy call between Ozzie Osbourne and Doctor
Evil,” she said.
Colby theater classes in improv acting helped out in her TV appearances, Cook says. An English major, she wrote children’s stories and did
a Jan Plan editorial internship at the Children’s Television Workshop in
New York City. A semester in Cuernavaca, Mexico, bolstered her confidence to travel the world collecting kids’ favorite recipes on her 1988-89
Watson Fellowship. The project, published in 1995 by the Williamson
Publishing Company as The Kids’ Multicultural Cookbook: Food & Fun
Around the World, sold 75,000 copies and is still in print.
For three summers during her Colby years the aptly named Cook
worked as a chef, a yeasty background for her previous position as
FamilyFun’s food editor. She also edited the eight titles in the FamilyFun
book series, compiling “boredom busters” from issues of the magazine.
More to the point, the cover of Tricks and Treats, 100 Wickedly Easy
Costumes, Crafts, Games & Foods (snake sandwiches, ghost cookie
pops) declares the book was edited “by Deanna F. Cook and the Experts
at FamilyFun Magazine.” “The experts,” a throng of 30 or so in a laidback office, are variously a dog, kids and people in jeans testing recipes.
“If you need a special cake, say for a dog’s birthday, take the wet dog
food, put it in a bowl and line the outside with biscuits. It’s like a theme
party for kids,” she said.
And like a career of serious fun for Cook.
“I took my love of writing, recipes and children and put it together,”
she said. FamilyFun recently saluted her 10 years at the magazine with
a plaque—specially mounted with a figure of Mickey Mouse.
—Robert Gillespie

she and her husband, Pete, a landscape
architect specializing in resort design,
have been living. She mentioned her
son, Karsten, 9, her daughter, Anika,
8, and their spoiled golden retriever,
Shredd’r, now 1. Shelley is executive
director of the Youth WinterSports
Alliance, a nonprofit legacy to the
Winter Olympics. The goal of the
organization is to encourage more kids
to become involved in winter sports by
helping to fund, support and promote
the various competitive programs in
the Park City community. She is still
actively involved in ski racing, both
as an Alpine official and as the mom
of an up-and-coming racer. I also had
the incredible opportunity of working
for the Salt Lake Olympic Committee,
serving as alpine/snowboard volunteer
coordinator. There was a mini-reunion
of sorts in Philadelphia when Shelley and
Wendy Glen ’85 attended Dr. Lauren
Ball ’85’s wedding. Shelley closed her
e-mail with an open invitation to all
long-lost friends—she’s less than 10
minutes from three of the country’s
best ski resorts. Maybe we should have
scheduled the 20th reunion there!
—Cynthia M. Mulliken-Lazzara

86

My travels took me north to
Cape E. Peter Ingraham ’84’s wife,
Annie, hosted what seems to be an
annual girly-girl weekend in February.
While Pete was way north with the Colby
male contingent checking their ice fishing holes at 35 below, the girls kicked
back with some Cosmos and fireside chats.
Jen Imhoff Foley entertained us with
Mrs. Foley stories at the Bowdoinham
middle school lunch table while Norma
J. Delaney strategized her next marketing mogul move. Dicky Deering arrived
just in time to feed the fire. “Tiera Tour
2004” is on the next agenda! . . . “Life
is good!” e-mailed Lisa Poulin Marr.
She finished her M.S.W. at Columbia
a few years ago and is a clinical social
worker. Her son, Matt, 12, is serious about his hockey. She says, “I’ve
convinced him, however, that he has a
better chance of getting into Colby or
Bowdoin if he puts more emphasis on
schoolwork than on his slap shot.” Meg,
10, is a serious student, piano player and
soccer player. Anna is 8, and Olivia is
4. Lisa sees Andrew Davis ’85, who is
often in N.Y.C. Lisa says that he and
her husband, Billy, have become very
close friends. . . . Scott “HB” Baxter
is in Derry, N.H., with wife Beth and
son Griffin and manages to juggle his
American Express duties out of N.Y.C.
with aplomb. . . . Jonathan Greene
made a three-week family trip to Israel

and London. . . . Colette Cote Mayerhoeffer migrated in early December
to Melbourne Beach, Fla., where she
is serving as WW director, marketing
communications for AuthenTec, an
advanced biometrics leader in fingerprint sensors—an exciting new industry and opportunity for her. . . . Laurie
Clark Cornwall e-mailed, “I am a Sweet
Adeline in the Royal River Chorus of
Yarmouth, Maine. We are the current
international champions of the mid-size
division and will be competing for the
first time in the overall international
competition in Phoenix this September
with 30 other choruses from all over the
globe. Singing has helped keep me sane
being a substitute teacher and at-home
mom with our kids, Caitlin, 11, and Alex,
9. Husband Brian is currently working in
Portland integrating accounting systems
for CMP. We took the kids to Homecoming this past fall, and they decided
they wanted to go to Colby too!” . . .
Gretchen Bean Lurie e-mailed, “Like
most moms with active kids (Hunter is
12 and Paige is 10), my Mobil bill is
outrageous! With the glorious sunshine
here in Southern California, I manage
to run, bike, swim and play tennis yearround. I am dabbling in some business
opportunities this year but still traveling
a bit to visit my husband on his movie
locations.” . . . Genevieve Hammond
(gen.hammond@att.net) wrote, “is it
mid-life crisis a.k.a. 40th birthday just
past, or radical career change, or just
deep need to procrastinate grading a
mountain of essays, as career shift was
into teaching, trying humbly to follow
in footsteps of superlative Colby teachers—Bassett, Jane Moss, etc. Eleven
years in HR at MIT was enough. Love
kids, their energy and (relative) lack of
cynicism, love colleagues at sensational
Acton-Boxborough (Mass.) Regional
H.S., especially fellow Colbyites Susan
Serino ’89, Kim Olson ’98 and Erika
Blauch ’99 of my very own English
department. I’m living in a Newton
apartment, which I enjoy pretending
is an airy Paris garret. I think often and
fondly of Tracy Weiner ’84. Wonder
what Burr Johnson ’83 might be up to.”
. . . In his 17th year of teaching high
school history, Michael Marra is the
history department chair at Portsmouth
High School in Portsmouth, R.I. He
wrote, “AP United States history and
economics are my most enjoyable
teaching duties. Every May I run an
overnight trip to New York City so my
economics students get a firsthand look
at the New York Stock Exchange and
Federal Reserve Bank. Our front row
tickets to the Blue Man Group usually

dominate their trip memory. So much
for Econ! Planning to teach in Europe
with my wife, Maria, and family of three
children (Matthew, Kate and Andy) in
school year ’05-’06—preferably in
Rome, Italy. The Colby workload taught
me to juggle much more than I thought
possible. The long-term positive effects
of this kind of preparation have paid tremendous dividends. I am grateful for
having had the opportunity to attend such
a dynamic college.” . . . Katrinka and Tom
McCallum sent a birth announcement
for Lachlan Ellsworth McCallum, born
October 2002 in San Francisco. Tom
said, “Life is good. I am working at Levi’s.
Cary Hills came by for a visit. He is a
vet in Oregon and doing quite well.”
. . . The Islip Bulletin, a Bayshore weekly,
reports that Dan Guluzio is Brookhaven
town’s new planning, environment and
development department commissioner.
A resident of Huntington, Dan worked
his way up the ranks in Islip’s planning
department from intern to commissioner
since 1986. . . . The Lincoln County Weekly
reports that Ken Jackman of Damariscotta will teach sixth grade at the Bristol
Consolidated School in Bristol, Maine.
. . . In 2004 I am planning to relocate
to Greece, where Athens will host the
Olympics. Really, this is an adventure
of a lifetime! . . . Peace Out and Happy
40th, early or late!
—Andrea V. Sarris

87 As I sit here typing this update

(please keep them coming!), my family
and I are packing to move to Shelburne,
Vt. I have lived most of the time since
graduation in New York City and Connecticut and am excited about starting a
new chapter in life. Please look us up if
you find yourself in our new neck of the
woods. I am lucky enough to count RB
Klinkenberg and his wife, Annie, as my
new neighbors! . . . James Canfield has
been named a partner and executive vice
president of McCall & Almy, a Boston
real estate advisory firm that he’s worked
with for 13 years. He is involved in institutional and tenant advisory real estate
services in connection with commercial
lease and sale transactions. James is a
member of the executive committee of
the Real Estate Finance Association of
the Greater Boston Real Estate Board,
and he is the treasurer of the Business
Associates Club. . . . After 15 years as
a junior varsity basketball coach, Rick
Hastings has stepped to the front of the
bench as head coach of the Lunenburg
High Blue Knights. To say Rick has a
tough act to follow is a classic understatement. He’s 37, which equals the number
of years Dick Stachowicz was the head

basketball coach at Lunenburg before
retiring last season after winning 426
games in his long tenure. A superb athlete
in his own right, Rick graduated from
Lunenburg in 1983 and later played at
Colby. In his spare time, Rick is a real
estate lawyer who practices in Hudson,
Mass. . . . Paul and Leslie Chin Burke,
who live in North Andover, Mass.,
report that their second son, Owen
Padraig Burke, was born Feb. 12 and
joins his older brother, Liam Thomas,
3 1/2. Owen’s godmother will be Leslie’s
college roommate from our Colby
days—Paula Williams Friedrich.
Paula will fly back east from Grosse Ile,
Mich., located just outside Detroit, for
the christening some time this spring.
. . . Louisa Bell Paushter e-mailed the
following update: “My husband, Rob,
my 4-year-old son, Jackson, and I had a
once-in-a-lifetime trip to South Korea
in November to bring our daughter
home. Annabelle Sun Paushter was
born on June 6, 2002, and she joined
our family on November 6, 2002. We
are now a happy family of four, living in
Concord, Mass. I am enjoying staying at
home to take care of the kids.”
—Kathleen Harnett Linger

88

Ann Fillback was married to
John Riley on October 12, 2002. Colby
’88s in attendance were Sara Dickison
Taylor, Joyce Joseph Mundt, Kristin
Shea King, Demetra Giatas and
Donna Perrine. Ann works in N.Y.C.
at AXA Financial as a market research
director and just bought a house in Cos
Cob, Conn. Sara Dickison Taylor and
her husband’s first girl, Emily Parsons
Taylor, was born December 9, 2002.
The family ditched city life in Boston
and now live in Hingham, Mass. Sara
is still recruiting in Boston and will
be doing that part time to allow for
some great family balance. . . . Kristin
Sween Landeis and her husband, along
with two dogs and many horses, live in
Lovell, Wyo. (near Yellowstone Park).
Kristin is a licensed clinical social worker
at the local community mental health
center. She runs a juvenile drug court
treatment program and also provides
mental health counseling through the
center. Kristin’s husband, Rick, has
been laid up most of the past year due
to a back injury. We wish him a quick
recovery. . . . Sean Collins moved to
N.Y.C. four years ago to be a partner at
Ogilvy & Mather and now oversees all
IT and telecommunications content for
the City of New York, including N.Y.C.
government, all agency Intranets, the
city cable channel (Crosswalks) and a
new 311 call center. . . . Megan Davis
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Collins and her husband, Jeffrey T.
Collins, welcomed son Henry Thomas
Collins, who was born on July 9, 2002.
He joined sister Olivia Mair, 4. Megan
has been dividing her time working as
director of social services for nursing
homes and taking care of her children
while Jeff recently accepted a position
at the Office of the Attorney General
as director of intergovernmental affairs.
Megan’s cousin is Abbey McGuire ’05.
. . . Patty Cirigliano Kohn and her
husband proudly announce the arrival
of Mary Alice Kohn, born last June 21
(Patty’s birthday, coincidentally). Mary
joins sister Patty, who is 5. The elder
Patty is teaching theater at Greenwich
High School, where she’s been for 11
years. . . . My old sophomore roommate,
John Morgan Whitacre, has resurfaced
with an update. He just got married to
Caitlin Slockbower, who is a deputy
director of the A.G. Bell Foundation
in Georgetown (they raise money for
deaf awareness and education). They
were married on February 15 in La
Jolla, Calif. (Andy Schmidt ’89 was at
the wedding), and honeymooned on the
beach in Mexico. Morgan is a director at
Fannie Mae, where he’s been employed
for the past six years. . . . Sue and Greg
Lawless were joined by son Brendan
Clarke Lawless on January 6, 2003. . . .
Greg Cunningham recently was named
a shareholder at the Portland, Maine,
law firm of Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer &
Nelson. Greg is a member of the firm’s
municipal and governmental services
department and its environmental practice group. . . . John Radtke is putting
his Harvard master’s degree to good use
by teaching social studies at Falmouth
(Mass.) High School. . . . Todd Jepson
is the executive director of Pineland
Farm. . . . Last I read, David Brooks
has left Miramax and joined Focus
Features as president of marketing.
While at Miramax, David was on the
Hollywood Reporter’s list of “35 Promising
Executives on the Rise.” At Miramax he
co-directed marketing of various films,
including Bridget Jones’s Diary, The
Shipping News, 40 Days and 40 Nights,
Gangs of New York and Chocolat. His big
break was when an ad he did for Strictly
Ballroom caught Harvey Weinstein’s eye.
That is just so cool.
—Dean A. Schwartz

89 As I write this in mid-March, I
just heard Gerry Hadden on NPR on
my way to work—a good reminder that
the column was due. Gerry was reporting from Havana and doing a great job.
. . . I owe an apology to Dana Hollinshead. A couple of columns ago, I
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wrote all about her life, only I called
her Dana Boston. Sorry! . . . Got a card
today from Meg Christie. She and her
husband, Will Cheever ’85, welcomed
twins, Max and Zoe, on Christmas Day.
Everyone is healthy and happy, if a bit
sleep-deprived. . . . Jeff Hall reports
that he and daughter Laina had a happy
holiday in North Carolina with his parents and that Laina was a doll for her
first plane trip. My mention of Jeff in a
recent column sparked Krisan Evenson
to write. She is at Syracuse U’s Maxwell
School of Citizenship and Public Affairs,
managing internship programs on every
continent. She has her Ph.D. in political
science and teaches Canadian politics in
English, in French, in person and online.
Krisan keeps in touch with Carol Lockwood ’90 and Franc-Eric Wiedmer ’90.
. . . Mark Cosdon is also ensconced in
academia. He last e-mailed from the
middle of putting together a theater
production at Allegheny University in
Pa., where he is a tenure-track professor
in the drama department. . . . In the last
column I mentioned that John Reynolds would soon be appearing in ESPN
ads. If you watch any college basketball,
you’ve seen him a million times, tossing
a ball onto a shelf and wearing a stylish
short-sleeved dress shirt. John also has
filmed several other national ads (I accidentally deleted the e-mail where you
told me the companies, Johnny P) and
recently teamed up to put out what he
calls a “naughty” comic book. If you’re
interested, let me know and I’ll tell you
where you can purchase it. . . . Maria
Douglass is back in the U.S. after almost
10 years in Russia. She is an independent
consultant in the area of biotechnology
and biological weapons technology nonproliferation. She got her master’s at
Texas last year and says she looks forward to connecting with Colby friends
stateside whom she hasn’t seen in years.
. . . Steve Wilson lives in Virginia with
his wife, Kristin, a producer for Fox
News, and daughter, Faith, who is 3.
They are expecting another child in
July. Steve works in D.C. as director of
finance for a conservative nonprofit that
investigates government corruption and
abuse of power. . . . Chris Tompkins
reported from snowy Pa., where he says
that life in admissions at Mercersburg
Academy is great. He’s teaching AP U.S.
Government and Comparative Politics
and was soon to jet off to Costa Rica
for board meetings of the Cloud Forest
Foundation, which supports the Cloud
Forest School in Monteverde, a group
dedicated to sustainable development
and reforestation. Chris reminded me
that our 15th is coming up and that we

need volunteers to help plan the reunion.
If you’re interested, let me know and
I’ll pass the word along. Finally, please
be patient if you send in news and it
doesn’t appear in the next magazine you
receive. There is a three-month delay
between my submission of a column and
its publication. Your news will make it
in! And if it doesn’t, please write and
remind me. Keep those e-mails and
cards coming, and I hope to see you all
in June 2004.
— Anita L. Terry

90

There is sad news for Colby
1990ers. For those of you who have
not heard, Jay Olson was killed in a
motor vehicle crash on Saturday, February 15. Jay had been visiting Colby
friends in Kennebunk that day. There
is a guest book at www.boston.com (go
to the obituaries for February 17 and
locate his name in the list) where you
can read messages left by friends and
family, and leave a message to pay your
respects as well. . . . Congratulations to
Kristin Sullivan, who married Kevin
Stone last September in West Dennis,
Mass. They live in Boston, where Kristin
works for Charles Schwab and is working
on an M.B.A. at Boston University and
where Kevin is a computer programmer.
. . . Gretchen Granger Hartley and her
husband, John, are happy to announce
the birth of daughter Lucy in January.
Gretchen and John are living in South
Portland, Maine. . . . Matt Ovios
received his master’s in national security
and strategic studies from the Naval War
College and this spring reported to the

back to the States in April 2003, to settle
in Chicago with her husband and two
daughters, Sophie and Claire. . . . Matt
Frymier and his wife, Cathy, recently
moved to Tiburon, Calif. (just north of
the Golden Gate Bridge), after living in
the city for five years. They and their
new puppy, Flash (a yellow Lab), love
it there. Matt has been promoted to
alliance director for strategic investing
for Bank of America Securities. Matt
has been with the firm, which focuses
on making private equity investments
in companies that help drive revenue
to their business lines, since 1994.
Matt hooked up with Doug Hall, Chris
Haddad and Kevin Oates ’88 for some
skiing at Whistler this winter. . . . The
Bangor Daily News ran a lengthy feature
piece on Jeff Wheeler, who has made
a name for himself in central Maine by
recycling castoff computer equipment in
local area schools so that students can
log on to the Internet. . . . Thanks to all
of you for writing, and keep those cards
and letters coming!
—Laura Senier

91 Thanks to all for your updates!

Any news not included below will appear
in the next column. Emily Gallagher
Byrne and her husband, Rick, had
their first child, Abigail, in April 2002
in Nyack, N.Y. Emily and her family are
currently living in N.Y.C. She recently
bumped into Emily Metzendorf Samuels in the neighborhood on the Upper
West Side. . . . Todd Urquhart and his
wife, Karen, had a baby girl, Meaghan
Audrey, on January 16. . . . Dakota (Glenn

Staff Sergeant J.J. Lovett ’96
Sergeant Eric Anderson ’98
What they’re doing Serving in An Nasiriyah, Iraq.
Who’s with them? The rest of the 2nd Battalion 25th U.S. Marines.
How long they’ve been at it This is their second year of activation.
Other stops on their world tour Camp LeJeune, Portugal and
Kosovo, all last year.
Where they get their energy MREs, a.k.a. ready to eat military meals
Other uses for MREs Making post cards from pieces of the cardboard MRE carton.
How long it took for one of those cards to get to Colby from An
Nasiriyah Six days.
U.S.S. Decatur as the executive officer.
The Decatur, a guided missile destroyer,
was built at Bath Iron Works and calls
San Diego her home port. . . . Mel Balboni finished her pediatrics residency at
Children’s Hospital of Orange County
in June 2002, then became a firstyear pediatric rheumatology fellow at
Stanford University. . . . Tanja Gross
Chevalier wrote that she was moving

’92) and Greg Smith are living in Venice
Beach, Calif., and had their first baby,
Elijah Dov, in November. . . . Charles
Leach joined Banknorth Massachusetts
as vice president and portfolio manager.
. . . Cathy Breen Gorodentsev is busy
working at the John F. Kennedy School at
Harvard and lives in Needham with her
husband, Zhenya, and their three beautiful children, Anya, 6, Gregory, 5, and

Max, 1. Cathy told me that everyone had
a blast at the June ’02 wedding of Patty
Masters to Kevin Correa in Lake Placid.
Attendees included Caroline O’Malley
Maynard, Julie Daniele, Andrea Solomita ’92, Jessica Butler, John ’92 and
Tree Sullivan Brockelman and Ashley
Cornell Pratt. Patty and her husband are
moving to a new home in Georgetown,
Mass. Caroline, who according to Cathy
apparently missed her calling as a backup
singer, joined the band at Patty’s wedding. Caroline also just bought a house
in her hometown of Needham with
her husband and two dogs. Julie Daniele recently ran the Disney Marathon
and is in a perpetual training mode for
some sporting event or another. She is
a lawyer with the Department of Corrections in Massachusetts. Ashley Pratt
is working as a pharmaceutical rep, has
two children and still teaches aerobics!
Andrea Solomita is back in Boston (from
Minneapolis) in the midst of a career
change, having left her position in
sports management to pursue her M.A.
in elementary education. . . . Jenn Scott
Anderson and her husband had their
first child, a boy named Samuel Wyatt
Anderson (“Sam”) last fall. . . . Leaf
Ives recently visited with Abigail Cook
Russell, the mom of Alton and Sydney.
She works for Loomis Sayles and lives
in Hingham, Mass., with her husband,
Rick. . . . Susan Cummings Wiseman
e-mailed that “the fall of 2002 was a wild
ride for us. In one week, we made an
offer on a new house (in Winchester),
sold our old house (in Winchester)
and found out we were expecting our
third child.” Sue also says that her son,
Jack, is attending preschool with Dean
Zioze’s daughter, Alexis. . . . Andrew
Williams completed an internal med
icine residency at the Brigham and
Women’s Hospital in Boston. He, his
wife, Sharon, and his son, Levi, moved
to the Navajo Indian Reservation in
New Mexico, where he is completing a
National Health Service Corps Scholarship. He was recently appointed to be
chief of staff of Northern Navajo Medical
Center. . . . Tim Chistensen-Kirby and
his wife, Theresa, are working on their
house, built in the early 1800s. “Every
time we take off a board or take down
a ceiling, there is a new surprise, but it
is a well-built house,” she wrote, “and
I think no amount of tinkering on my
part will be its end. We are still making
pottery and sculpture under the name
Muddy Bird Pottery and are selling in
shops all over New England. Anyone
in Milton, N.H., should stop by for a
visit.” . . . Matthew Dumas continues
to live in Versoix, Switzerland, working

at Procter & Gamble as global brand
manager for Vicks cough medicine. He
and his wife, Melanie, just welcomed
their second child, Bennett Hugo. . . .
Pete Antall and wife Ingrid live north
of L.A. and had their third daughter,
Sabine, this winter. . . . Alan Yuodsnukis
works at L.L. Bean and is quite busy with
his two daughters, Alesa and Emily. He
also sits on the Brunswick school board
and capital planning committee while
he’s enrolled at USM to pursue the
goal of teaching high school history.
Alan wishes to send greetings to Julie
Walker, Jan Fortin Bancroft, Jamie
Gruener and Heather McLeman Fata.
. . . Liz Helft Darby, her husband, Don
’89, and daughter, Hannah, recently welcomed the arrival of their new baby boy,
Alexander (Zander). . . . Matt and Becky
Streett Melander live in St. Louis, Mo.,
where Matt is working as a resident in
orthopedic surgery. Becky continues to
work as a copywriter for EF Education
in Boston. They hope for some visitors as
she claims there’s more to St. Louis than
the Arch. They recently got together
with Kim Merriman, who has been
living in London for the past few years.
I recently had dinner with Becky and
Matt, Dan Bouvier and Jessica Butler
in Cambridge and got the scoop on some
other classmates. . . . Caitlin Sullivan
and her husband, Drew, had their first
child, Lily, in May 2002. They split
their time between Portland, Ore., and
the Oregon coast. . . . Edie and Keith
Thomajan also live in Portland and have
a 1-year-old son, Harlan John Thomajan. . . . Carol Cumming has relocated
to Greenwich, Conn., and is working
in marketing for Synapse in N.Y.C. . . .
Liz Morse lives in Boston, Mass., and
works for the Partners Organization. . . .
I recently had coffee with Jason Mazzola, who is doing great working for the
TJX Companies in Framingham, Mass.
He and Lizzie (Frado ’92) live in Natick
with their twins, Jessica and Jason. Our
Jason still picks up the lax stick each week
playing in a local league.
—Lesley Eydenberg Bouvier

92 At a recent open house at a local

Hingham, Mass., nursery school, my
wife and I bumped into Erika Saywich
Buell and Chris and Whitney Adams
Ward. Chris and Whitney have two children, Lily and Sam. Whitney is working for Talbot’s as a catalogue specialist,
and Chris is an information architect
in Boston. They informed me that Art
Steinert is back in Boston and working
at EDU Ventures, that Hal Paul and his
wife, Jennifer, moved from N.J. to Colo.
and that Terry and Helen Hopkins Kel-

logg had their first baby, Carl, in August.
. . . Greg ’91 and Dakota Glenn Smith
had their first baby, Elijah, in November. . . . Lisa Black is living in Seattle
and works as a yoga instructor. . . . Phil
Aberbach married Michelle Kopinski
last September. . . . Jen Robicheau
Yagnesak wrote that she is living in
Maryland with her husband, Scott:
“We were married on the beach (Block
Island, R.I.) in September 2001. We’ve
been together for about seven years now.
So far, our only ‘kid’ is our yellow Lab,
Madeline. I am now VP of the computer
division of Johns Hopkins University.”
. . . Sherri Bossie Garvey checked in
for the first time in 10 years. She worked
as a compensation and benefits specialist for an insurance company and then
for Fidelity Investments, then enrolled
in and graduated from BU’s full-time
M.B.A. program with a concentration
in marketing. Since then she has been
working for Infogames Interactive, a
computer and video game publisher, as
a brand manager with responsibility for
the company’s preschool computer game
line. She lives in Rowley, Mass., with
her husband, Brian ’91, and daughter,
Gillian, who was 2 in May. . . . Molly
Beale and Laurence Constable got
engaged last July and planned a June
7 wedding in N.H. Elaine Bueschen
O’Grady (living in Burlington, Vt.), Jen
Nehro Patriacca (proud puppy owner)
and Sarah Block Wallace (living it up in
Denver) are to be in her wedding. She
also said that Anne Maddocks Michels
was soon to be a new mother. . . . Amy
Moody married Michael McGrath in
the fall of 2001. The McGraths live in
South Boston and are expecting their
first child in August. Her work as an
attorney at Goulston & Storrs continues to be rewarding. “In my spare
time I have gone back to my childhood
love, horses,” she wrote—“two thoroughbreds, one of which I competed
with this past summer.” She keeps in
touch with Lisa Miller O’Connor,
who has two kids and works as a
nurse practitioner at Mass General,
and Sherri Beals, who is teaching and
living in Maine. . . . Patricia Baldridge
Wickliffe enjoys living in Nottingham,
N.H. (where she teaches the third grade),
with her husband, David (he went to
UNH), and their two dogs. . . . Chris
Flint sent an e-mail: “Karen (Larson)
and I live in Barrington, R.I., with sons
Andrew, 4, and Tucker, 2. In December I
was promoted to assistant AD at Bryant
College, where I also coach women’s
soccer. Karen still works for Textron in
Providence and occasionally sees Erica
Gregg Tamburini, who is a lawyer in
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the city. Bob Gramling and his family
recently moved to Providence, but due
to hectic schedules we haven’t been able
to get together.” . . . Laura (Fogarty
’93) and Matt Nerney expected their
first child. . . . Kelly Harris Kenny has
been living in N.Y.C. for 11 years. She
worked in children’s publishing and then
in interior design before retiring to be a
“stay home” mom to 1-year-old Owen.
She married Gene Kenny, a Holy Cross
grad, in June 2000. . . . Marah Silverberg
Derzon lives in Columbus, Ohio, and
received her M.S.W. from Ohio State
University. She is currently staying
home with Sidney, 2, and Matthew, 6
months. . . . John Cook is a busy man. He
wrote, “My partner, Gabriel Speyer, and
I recently moved from San Francisco to
Corona del Mar. We will be getting married in 2004. Last November we traveled to Australia, where I competed with
my San Francisco Tsunami teammates
at Gay Games VI. The result? A gold

medal in the 4x50 relay, where our team
set a Gay Games record.” . . . Kent and
Kimberley Kennedy White, married
in November 2001, live in Tampa, Fla.,
with their dog, Scout. She received her
master’s in physical therapy from Nova
Southeastern University and practices
in Tampa. She is still competing in road
races and was headed up to Boston in
April to run the Boston Marathon. . . .
Aaron Davis was promoted to vice
president of syndication at Aon Risk
Services in N.Y. . . . Chris Malcomb is
a sixth grade teacher in Berkeley, Calif.
He received his master’s in education
from the Lesley College/Shady Hill
School in 1997. . . . Chris Richards
checked in from Newport, R.I. “I am
married to an incredible woman, Kelly,”
he wrote. She was captain of the William and Mary lacrosse team, earned her
master’s at Harvard and is working on
her second master’s through Northeastern, where Chris is soon to join her in

the program. They recently celebrated
the birth of a son, Matthew. Chris has
been teaching high school English and
coaching in Newport and says he is up
for Teacher of the Year after winning
it in the last school district at which he
taught. He’s been Coach of the Year for
the state of Rhode Island in boy’s track
for the years 1999-2001, and he coached
the 1999 state football champions. “I’m
living my dream,” he said.
—William Higgins

93 Sarah Lee is engaged to HK

Park, who “kidnapped” her from Somerset, Pa., where she was covering the story
of the trapped coalminers for MSNBC.
Sarah will be married in October in Palm
Beach, Fla. Last fall she completed her
sixth and seventh marathons (in D.C.
and Philadelphia), and she just began
an evening master’s program at Georgetown in international studies. She keeps
in touch with Amy Dzija Driscoll, who

was expecting her first child last December. . . . Shawn Campbell and April
Armstrong ’97 were married in Mystic,
Conn., on July 20, 2002, and had their
reception at the Mystic Aquarium, with
lots of Colby folk in attendance. Shawn
is still working for WorldWinner.com as
a software engineer/game programmer.
. . . Jamie Perlman finished his first year
at the Marshall School of Business at
USC in Los Angeles. . . . . John Veilleux
is an attorney in Portland, Maine. . . .
Brandy Shafter Chapman attended the
wedding of Claudia Tejada and Michael
Riley in November ’02 at the Woodend
Audubon Society in Chevy Chase, Md.
The happy couple live in Alexandria,
Va. . . . Corbett Bishop runs his own
safari outfit (Corbett Bishop Safaris) in
Tanzania, offering guided tours in both
Kenya and Tanzania. Recently Corbett
organized porters, food and camps for
the Mt. Kilimanjaro IMAX film crew.
Corbett and his wife, Camilla, have two

peter l. sekulow ’90
Ballpark Figure

Peter Sekulow ’90 isn’t the first office-bound professional to dream of
chucking it all for a job at the ballpark. But Sekulow, a political consultant who worked for the Republican National Committee and George W.
Bush’s presidential campaign, did more than dream.
In the fall of 2001 at the age of 34, he quit his job to work in group
sales for the Bowie Baysox, a AA minor-league baseball team located in
Bowie, Md. For Sekulow, a lifelong baseball and New York Yankees fan,
it was the right move. “I had to do it now, because I didn’t know when I
would do it,” he said. “I was not going to live my life saying, if only . . . ”
Working out of his office at the Baysox stadium, he is surrounded
every day by the sights and smells of his lifelong passion. He
specializes in selling a variety of packages to groups such as
political organizations, the military and labor
unions based 30 minutes away in his old
stamping ground of Washington, D.C.
Sekulow says that at the time of his first
interview with the Baysox the organization
was looking for someone to fill a sales position
who had the contacts and political know-how to
penetrate the ironclad social circles of Washington.
“When you talk with people in D.C., you have to speak
the language,” Sekulow explained. “You have to know the
proper buzzwords and know the way to get to people. I know
how to do that because I know how D.C. operates.”
Sekulow was originally turned on to the intrigue of politics
as a government major at Colby under the tutelage of professors Cal Mackenzie and Tony Corrado. “With both of
those professors, I do remember campaign politics
was part of the subject matter—not just the three
branches of government,” Sekulow recalled. “I think
those professors had a lot to do with giving me a direction in the campaign world.”
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He went on to spend nearly 10 years as a consultant to candidates running for positions in local
government, Congress, state legislatures and the Bush
campaign in 2000. In his various campaigns, Sekulow did everything from
dealing with the press to speech writing and event planning.
Eventually he tired of waking up in hotel rooms and sleeping less
than a Colby senior on the last night of senior week. After moving on
from political consulting to stints at an Internet marketing firm and the
Republican National Committee, Sekulow decided to drop out of politics
altogether—something easier said than done. “In D.C., you get
caught in a whirlpool,” he said. “It’s very difficult to get out;
you really have to just quit.”
And he’s glad he did. Sekulow relishes the intimate,
family-oriented world of minor-league baseball, in his case
the AA minor-league affiliate of the Baltimore Orioles. In addition to selling group
packages such as executive suites and
group box seats to clients inside the Beltway, he also promotes special concerts, car
shows and job fairs at the stadium. The facility
is host to events that Major League fans would never
see, such as “dog days”— baseball games to which fans can
bring their canine companions.
Sekulow’s new job seamlessly combines his passions
for baseball and politics, providing a fit as custom-made
as that between a catcher and his mitt. And he has found
that politics is just as exciting to watch from the sidelines
as baseball. “I’m still involved in politics, but only to the
point that I am a spectator. But being a spectator is
much more fun that being involved in it,” he said.
—Braxton Williams

children. . . . Reena Chandra Rajpal
and her husband, Keshav, welcomed a
baby girl, Noor Saara, on November 18,
2002. (“Noor” means “light of my eye,”
and “Saara” means “precious” in Urdu.)
They live in Madison, Wis., where Reena
is preparing to go back to work—doing
fund raising, she hopes, for the University
of Wisconsin. . . . Ben Merowitz is a
senior copywriter at Lowe Grob Health
& Science, where he collaborates with
account services and executive teams in
building brands, launching products
and developing client marketing and
advertising materials. Previously a
senior copy writer at TMP Worldwide
and JWG Associates, Ben earned nine
national creative awards. . . . Dana Scott
Blum finished his M.A. in econ at the
University of Colorado and got married in August 2000 to Mary Margaret
McCroskey, from Memphis, Tenn. They
live in Boulder with two dogs and spend
all the time they can hiking and skiing the
Rockies. Dana’s a senior research analyst
with PRIMEN, an energy consulting
company. He specializes in “market
research on distributed energy: fuel cells,
microturbines, sterling engines etc.” . . .
Ginny Fowles works at Bowdoin College in their Upward Bound program.
She is also president-elect on the board
of directors of the Maine Educational
Opportunity Association, whose mission
is to increase access to higher education
in Maine. . . . Meredith Leclaire-Bradt
lives in The Netherlands, where she is
a marcom manager for Esaote-Pie
Medical, a company manufacturing
and marketing ultrasound systems for
obstetrics and gynecology. . . . Lesley
Frymier lives in Annapolis, Md., and
is an environmental policy analyst for
the Maryland General Assembly. She
recently got engaged to Bill Cook, a
naval architect, and is gearing up to sail
in the ROLEX International Women’s
Keelboat Championship in September.
. . . Ellie North wrote that Joe McKenna and family are doing well on Cape
Cod. . . . Dave O’Shea and Carolyn
Hart ’94 are still living in Michigan.
. . . Flint Hobart is in D.C. and, last
I heard, consulting and keeping busy.
. . . Corey and Andrea Fravert live in
Portland, Maine. “I am trying to move
back to Maine—you know, the way life
should be,” she says. A nurse practitioner
working at Saint Elizabeth’s in Brighton,
Mass., she travels as much as possible
and was to go to Japan in March. Andrea
sent congratulations to Beth Cronin and
husband Josh Bubar, who recently had
their first child, Duncan. Beth teaches
English at Newton North, and Josh is
the chair of the English department at

Photos of weddings or commitment ceremonies involving Colby alumni may
be submitted for use on “The Blue Light,” Colby’s alumni Web site. Visit
www.colby.edu/alumni/alumgatherings.html to view photos of weddings
and other alumni gatherings. Please identify all alumni pictured, including
class years. Send prints to Alumni Relations, 4310 Mayflower Hill, Waterville, ME 04901-8843 or e-mail digital images to alumni@colby.edu.

The Chapel Hill-Chauncy Hall School
in Waltham, Mass. They spend their
summers in Maine. . . . Also in Maine
are John Southall and his wife, Krisy
Nordgren ’94. John is an attending physician at Maine Medical Center in Portland and recently was honored with the
national award for academic excellence
by the Emergency Medicine Resident’s
Association. . . . Another Maine-iac,
Shawn Lambert, is the principal of
Telstar high and middle schools. . . .
Robbie Robbins teaches sixth grade
social studies in Concord, Mass. . . .
Michelle Parady Malach completed an
M.S. in biology at the start of the year.
She and her husband had their second
child, John Michael, in April. She and
her husband became the co-directors of
Blue Mountain Cross-Country Camp,
an annual week-long running camp for
high school runners. They planned
to celebrate their fifth wedding anniversary in Jamaica in March. She sees
Beth Tilton Lake regularly and was
looking forward to a week with her and
her family this June. . . . Betsy Arden
Rickards and I recently visited Nick and
Louisa Merianos Anastasopoulos and
their son, Will, born in December ’02.
. . . Jeremy Samuels raises funds at the
United Way in Houston and is father
to Nathaniel, born in June ’02. . . .
Louise Jalbert Brogan’s son, Jeremy
Paul, arrived in June 2002. Louise
and family live in upstate New York,
where she works as a lead biochemist
at the General Electric Global Research
Center. . . . I now hand the torch to a
new correspondent! It’s been great hearing from you all, but it’s time for a fresh
perspective.
—Beth Curran

94 Last August in Gloucester, Mass.,

Elizabeth Labovitz wed Noah D. Smith.
They live in Providence, R.I. . . .
Lauren and Erik Cole-Johnson had a
girl, Ingrid Alana Cole-Johnson, in June
2002. . . . Amy Wrentmore and Jan
Dutton also had a girl, Sydney Elaine,
in June 2002. They’re still in Charlottesville, Va. . . . Ethan and Milly Noyes
Stephenson expected their first child
in March. . . . Last November Trezlen Drake became a staff attorney
with the Catholic Social Services
Immigration and Refugee Services
Program in Anchorage, Alaska. . . .

After completing a two-year tour of
duty in Juneau, Alaska, as an associate
attorney for Earthjustice, Chris Wilde
moved to N.Y.C. to start a staff attorney position with Riverkeeper, another
“green group.” . . . Chris Rogers is a
systems engineer with Fiberlink Communications in Norwood, Mass. His
wife, Andrea (Bowman), works with
Creative Memories, a part-time, direct
sales organization offering materials to
preserve photos and stories in photosafe scrapbooks. Tyler, their son, is 4,
and Abby is 2. They still live in Clinton,
Mass. . . . Stephen Doherty and Emily
Webster plan an August wedding. Stephen is a senior scientist for Cambridge
Scientific Inc., in Cambridge, Mass. . .
. Wendy and Eric Tracy moved from
Cambridge, Mass., to Freeport, Maine.
He works at UNUMProvident in Portland. Wendy (Middlebury ’95) is a crisis
counselor at Ingraham in Portland. They
bought a home in Falmouth. . . . Scott
Kadish and family moved to West Long
Branch, N.J., where he is the youth services director for the Jewish community
center. His daughter, Cassie, turned 1 last
November. . . . Bruce and Sue Benson
Panilaitis had a boy, Jack, on January
6, 2003. . . . Sadie June Curtis was born
January 7, 2003, to Todd and Jessica
Haskell Curtis of Marlborough, Mass.
. . . Ally and Chris Sharpe welcomed
a boy, Parker, in November 2001 and
expect their second child in July. . . .
David Gabriel and Wendy Whitehead
married in January 2003. David runs
his family construction company, R.J.
Gabriel Construction, Inc., and Wendy
is a project manager in the Centre for
Leadership at Deloitte & Touche. . . .
Skye Stewart planned a wedding to
Stephen Sanzon in March 2003. Skye
works at the Harvard Common Press in
Boston. Stephen is with Creative Start
in Waltham. . . . Lori DuBois is a reference instructor and librarian at Williams
College. Previously she was a professor
in library instruction and administration
at the University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign. . . . Sandy Benson moved
back from the Dominican Republic
and is a nurse anesthetist currently
doing locum tenums around the U.S. as
a way to see some of the country. She also
was training to run the Alaska marathon
in June. . . . Larry Rulison, a reporter
for the Baltimore Business Journal, won

a first place and two second-place awards
in the Maryland-Delaware-D.C. Press
Association’s 2002 Editorial Contest. . . .
Jonathan Thomas moved to California
in 1996 and worked as a senior software
engineer for Hewlett-Packard. In ’99 he
moved to Exodus Communications as
architect and later manager. Now he’s a
senior software architect at ActiveReasoning. He is also the co-founder of a
new digital media company RonJon
Inc. (www.ronjon.net), which specializes in digitizing videos (e.g., VHS to
DVD conversion for special events).
On December 31, 2000, he married
Ayodele. He was ordained to deaconate ministry a year ago at Jerusalem
Baptist Church in Palo Alto, Calif. . . .
Elizabeth Wallman finished her fifth
year of teaching high school in Natick,
Mass. She and Roger Davis got engaged
on February 17 in St. Martin during a
Caribbean cruise. This summer they
plan a move south. . . . Brian Seidman lives in Portland, Ore., with his
girlfriend, their year-old Visla puppy,
Samson, and 3-year-old cat, Mookie.
Brian still works from his home office
for Excelergy, a software company in
Boston. He travels a lot for his job and
recently made a trip to Japan. Brian saw
Conrad Saam ’96, who is playing rugby
for a men’s club in Seattle and had a game
in Portland, Ore. Brian will be the best
man for Patrick Smith (Oman) and
Stacy Huggins ’96, who are getting married in September in Chicago. Patrick
lives in Chicago doing tax consulting for
PWC. . . . Ami and Jeff Cotter expected
their first child in April. They live in
Newton, Mass., and Jeff is a product
manager at New Balance. . . . Matt
Gaines lives in Brooklyn and works
as a physical therapist at the New York
Presbyterian Hospital. . . . In July 2002
Jac Coyne married Kimberly Stimmel
in Iowa City, Iowa. Kimberly, a fourthyear medical student at the University
of Iowa, heads off to her residency in
San Francisco in June. Jac, who was
to graduate in May with a master’s in
journalism, worked for the UI department of sports marketing. . . . Carolyn
Read lives in Chicago and works as a
health education coordinator for Cook
County Department of Public Health
in a school-based health center. She will
marry Rob Anthony, a coordinator of
homeless services for Lake County, Ill.,
on Sept. 28, 2003, in New Hampshire.
—Tracy K. Larsen

95

Anne McManus and Matthew
Hurlbut ’96 got engaged in February
2003. Ann received a master’s degree
from the Bread Loaf School of English
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at Middlebury College and is teaching
and coaching at Milton Academy in
Massachusetts. Matthew is teaching
and coaching at Chapel Hill Chauncy
Hall, in Waltham, Mass. They plan a
June wedding in Marion. . . . Tachou
Dubuisson e-mailed news and a correction. Other than the announcement of
her engagement—she’s now announcing
that their ways have parted—she says
that “things have been going really well
for me. I am still a self-employed model
and have been traveling all over Europe
for the past 18 months. If all goes well, I
will be doing a TV show starting in the
fall. I just signed a year contract with
Reebok to do print and runway advertisements for them. I’m having a blast!” . . .
Lindsay Bennigson Jernigan reported
that she and her husband expected their
first child, a girl, due to arrive April 14.
. . . Alice Tilson graduated from the
University of North Carolina’s KenanFlagler Business School in May and
moved to Madison, Wis., to work for
Kraft in marketing. . . . In the fall of
2001 Kara Toms and her husband, Dan
Barnett, moved to Vermont after living
in Luxembourg. They bought a house in
Georgia, Vt., and had a baby girl, Celia
Marie Barnett, on June 5, 2002. . . . Congratulations to Jennifer Benwood and
Conrad Saam ’96, who got engaged in
Hawaii in February. They plan to wed
this fall in Seattle. . . . Regina Wlodarski
Kruger left her job at MasterCard to
stay home with her daughter, Megan,
who turned a year old in March 2003.
“It has been great,” reports Regina.
They planned a trip to northern Maine
in May for Susan Hale’s wedding. . . .
After practicing law in San Francisco for
two years, Stephanie Pennix Berntsen
got married in June 2002 at Meeks Bay,
Lake Tahoe, then moved to Seattle. She
and Seth “had a beautiful wedding and
were joined by Michael Kaplan, Fred
and Heather Johnson Webster and
the newest Webster, Gwyneth.” Steph
reports that Fred and Heather are doing
well and hosted a fabulous Christmas
party last December. Steph is also in
touch with Stefanie Trepper Feldman.
“She’s having a great time in New York
with husband Matt and their beautiful
daughter, Dakota,” writes Steph. . . .
Scott Koles is working in Lincoln,
Mass., for Cybase, a software company.
. . . Kelly Spooner is a physical therapist
living in Eagle, a town outside of Vail,
Colo. She skis more than 50 days a year.
. . . Frank Schroeter is a site interpreter
at Grant Cottage atop Mount McGregor
in Saratoga Springs, N.Y. The 18th U.S.
President, Ulysses S. Grant worked on
his memoirs at the cottage until his death
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in 1885. “So much of the original items
are still here, and that’s quite unique,”
Frank said in a local newspaper article
about him. “When I heard about this
place I thought [volunteering] would
be a great idea.” . . . Matthew Tangney received his master’s in education
from the University of Massachusetts
at Boston. After teaching at Arlington
High School he is now a Spanish teacher
at Milton High School. He also coaches
freshman girls’ lacrosse and freshman
boys’ soccer at Milton High. . . . The
September 2002 issue of Vogue magazine
published an article by Kate Bolick on
writer Tess Slesinger. . . . Sean McBride’s
advertising campaign for Friends of Boston’s Homeless was recently featured in
Communication Arts magazine’s advertis-

design. . . . Jason Kidwell is living in
Newton, Mass., after moving back from
the SF Bay Area last August. He married Jennifer Branas on August 24, 2002,
outside Harrisburg, Pa. Justin Van Til ’95
was best man, and JC Panio and Jesse
Wilcox were two of the groomsmen.
Mike Keller ’95, Alex Chin and Mary
Thach ’98, Adam Norman, Ben Russell
’97 and Matt Morse ’98 were all in attendance. JC is still working for Labatt USA
and currently lives in Buffalo. Jesse got
engaged to Tomira Wasielak in March
and recently bought a house in Westport, Conn. Adam Norman is living in
Newton and getting his M.B.A. at BC.
. . . Christian ’95 and Gwen Nicol Citarella and daughter Mattea Rose, born in
April ’01, moved to Stratham, N.H., and

newsmakers
One in three wives today outearns her
husband. According to a BusinessWeek
article featuring Betsy L. Morgan ’90,
“a CBS executive who makes fat cash,”
and her archaeologist husband, Chad
Gifford, breadwinner wives are helping to
restructure marriage by creating mergers of
complementary strengths—as well as giving
new meaning to “purse strings.” Morgan is
vice president and head of business development and new media for CBS News.
Betsy L. Morgan ’90

Milestones
Marriages: Jonathan K. Yormak ’93 to Jill Bernie  Megan K. MacDonald ’94 to Scott F. Davis in Chatham, Mass.  Amie B. Sicchitano ’96 to
Michael C. Taylor in Wellesley, Mass.  Patrick J. McBride ’97 to Lori
A. Gear in Lennoxville, Que.  Allison R. Clougher ’98 to Kristopher
J. Keelty ’99 in Montpelier, Vt.  Robert L. Holloway ’98 to Maura M.
Maglione in West Newbury, Mass.  Graham S. Nelson ’98 to Kirsten S.
Staaterman ’98 in Truro, Mass.
Births: A daughter, Claire Madeleine, to Debby and Fran-Eric Wiedmer
’90  A daughter, Noor Saara Rajpal, to Keshav and Reena Chandra Rajpal
’93  A son, Colin, to Joe and Alyssa Falwell Ross ’95.
Deaths: Jeffrey N. Olson Jr. ’90, February 15, 2003, in Kennebunk, Maine,
at 34.
ing annual. Out of more than 10,000
entries worldwide, his was one of only
300 accepted. The campaign also won
gold at the 2002 Hatch Awards, honoring creative excellence in advertising in
New England. Sean got engaged earlier
this year to Britte Pettazzoni.
—Yuhgo Yamaguchi

96

Kit and Erica Casano Spater
both attend graduate school at the Pratt
Institute in Brooklyn, N.Y., where Erica’s
studying for her master’s in interior

are thrilled to be back in New England.
Gwen had been working as a nurse in
a pediatrics practice in Montgomery
County, Md., before they moved. Now
she’s staying at home with Mattea while
Christian teaches math at Exeter High
School. . . . Kirstin Rohrer McPolin
and her husband moved to Red Bank,
N.J., after three years in Washington,
D.C. She is the water policy analyst for
Clean Ocean Action, a local nonprofit
environmental group. In August she
spent time with Corey Burnham,

Courtney Marum and Kristen Drake
at a bachelorette weekend for Corey in
Old Orchard Beach, Maine. Courtney,
Kristen and Kirstin were bridesmaids
at Corey’s wedding last September. . . .
Michael Levine is an ensign in the commissioned officer corps of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Stationed in Pascagoula, Miss.,
on a 224-foot government fisheries
research vessel that takes scientists
all over the Gulf of Mexico and the
Atlantic Ocean, he operates the ship
to complete various scientific missions
for NOAA. . . . Kylie Taphorn married Chris Thoma on May 26, 2002,
in Mendocino, Calif. Kylie and Chris
live in Sacramento, Calif., where she is
a lawyer practicing juvenile law. Folks
at the wedding: Linnea Basu, Carey
Page, Nozomi Kishimoto Reichow,
Kate Lawn ’97, Chris’s father, Michael
Thoma ’67, and Stephanie Paul, who
was married in Florence, Italy, to Kyle
Lynch last July. They moved into their
new home in Alexandria, Va., in May
2002. Nozomi started a new job at
Deutsche Bank in June 2002 and still
lives in Tokyo, Japan, with her husband,
Brent. . . . Danielle Beaudin and Iain
Bamford, both of Hoboken, N.J., were
married April 20, 2002. Danielle earned
her M.L.S. from the University of North
Carolina-Chapel Hill and is employed
by Guy Carpenter, Manhattan, N.Y.
Iain graduated from Durham University, England, earned his M.B.A. from
Fuqua School of Business in Durham,
N.C., and is employed by Management
Consultant in Manhattan. . . . Ken
Wilson is living in Greensboro, N.C.
. . . Casey McCullough recently got
engaged to Andrea Hlobik (Muhlenberg
’99) at the Homestead in Hot Springs,
Va. He’s a urology resident, and Andrea
graduates from medical school this June.
. . . Rachel Moritz and Matt O’Connell
got engaged last August and planned
their wedding for April on Cape Cod.
The wedding party was to include Beth
Dunn Allen, Dr. Maura McLaughlin
and Ben O’Connell ’99. Matt teaches
seventh grade math and science in Cambridge, Mass., and Rachel is a market
research analyst for a network security
company. . . . Chris Greenfield lives
near Davis Square in Somerville, Mass.,
and works at Investors Bank and Trust as
a senior project manager. He sees a lot
of Rebecca Trufant White. His girlfriend, Renee Hillier, rooms with Jessica
Boyles, and they both teach at the Carroll School in Lexington. Chris, Ethan
Platt, Chris Johnson, Andy Meeks and
Jake Churchill ’97 get together regularly
to rip it up. . . . Brian Emme is flying

F-18s for the Navy out of Virginia
Beach. . . . Martha Previte graduated
from the University of New Mexico
School of Law a year ago in May and
then married Jason Botten, a research
scientist originally from Minnesota, in
Boston in August. The Bottens are living
in San Diego, Calif. . . . Brent Felker
married his grad school sweetheart in
Huntington Beach, Calif., last summer
and took a trip around the world for the
honeymoon. For the past three years they
lived in London, England, where they
ran a performance company. They now
live in Massachusetts. Brent, a marketing
associate for Jacob’s Pillow Dance, also
dabbles in filmmaking and completed
his first short. . . . Susannah Kowal is
living in the Boston area and working as a
physical therapist in outpatient orthopedics and pediatrics. She attended a baby
shower for Kim Woodman Coronati’s
baby boy in late December.

98

Julie Gwin lives in Los Angeles,
Calif., and is the director of education at
North Hills Prep School, a school serving students with exceptional needs. She
is currently working on her credential
and master’s in special education. . . . Chip
and Sara Scarborough Graham were
married on September 28, 2002, on
Martha’s Vineyard in what was supposed
to be a horrible hurricane of a weekend.
Instead it was sunny and beautiful! Sarah
Kramers and Lis Pimentel were bridesmaids. Other Colby folks who made the
trip included Rachel Westgate, Jon Blau
’94 and Jon Zack ’93. Honorary Colby
kids (they went before they graduated)
included Jason Delong and Heather
Milano Bisset. Chip and Sara are living
in Belmont. . . . I’m doing marketing and
PR for Berkshire Mortgage Finance, a
privately held commercial mortgage
lender. I’ve been here for just over a
year and it’s great. I handle all of the
firm’s press and media relations and do
some graphic design and event planning,
too. . . . Paul Caruso dipped back into
ornithology for an afternoon as he took
part in Maine’s Christmas Bird Count
trying to pin a number on the incredible
amount of native black-capped chickadees. . . . Abby Lambert writes that she
is still living in the Bay Area and just
started a new job at the UC-Berkeley
Institute of International Studies. She
also got engaged last September and was
planning a July wedding in California.
. . . Jessica Rice reports that she has
changed jobs and is now working in
special events for an environmental
group in D.C. She also had a great time
running her first marathon last fall. . . .
Nathan and Tessa Gurley McKinley

were married last August on a beautiful day at Brooksby Farm in Peabody,
Mass. Ellen Bruce, Elena Kavanagh
and Courtney Cataldi, who is engaged
and is getting married in Nantucket on
Sept. 19, were all bridesmaids; Kim
Olson and Christina Jacobson were
also in attendance. Tessa and Nathan
are living in Arlington and love it. . . .
Emily Record writes from the windward
side of Oahu that she was married April
4, 2003, to a Marine Corps pilot, Capt.
Carroll Lane, on Maui. She enjoys the
hiking, swimming, pretending she’s
kama’aina (local) and keeping in touch
with the barnyard back home (her mules
and his Williams purple cows). She says,
“We are hoping to be able to move back
to New England later this year so I can
return to a career. Mahalo and aloha!”
. . . Victoria (Tory) Archibald writes
that she has returned to the Bay Area
from Capitol Hill. She is working at
Edelman Public Relations’ Silicon, the
world’s sixth largest PR firm. Last spring
she traveled to Sayulita, Mexico, to go
surfing for a couple of weeks and ran
into Christie Beveridge ’00 and Jennifer
Kassakian ’00 and then took a separate
trip to New Zealand for a couple of weeks
in the fall. Catherine McDonough ’99
also came to visit her in San Francisco
last summer. . . . Kirk Schuler is still
living in San Francisco and is teaching
junior high school. . . . Vlad Dorjets
received his M.A. in international relations from Johns Hopkins University and
is now working for the emerging markets
group at Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu in
Washington, D.C. . . . Shannon Baker
graduated with her M.D. from the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill
School of Medicine and moved to Salt
Lake City, Utah, to complete a residency
in family practice. . . . It was great to see
everyone at reunion. I hope to run into
you again soon!
—Brian M. Gill

99 Mark your calendar now for

June 4-6, 2004. We want everyone at
our five-year reunion! No excuses!—it
will be a blast! Scott Whitlow, Wilson
Owens, Delphine Burke, Heather
Hunter, Kate Lowe, John Doyle and
I are on the reunion committee, and
you’ll be receiving information about
the reunion before long. . . . Shana
Dumont received a master’s degree in
art history from Boston University in
’01, then interned at the Smithsonian
Institution office of architectural history.
Shana is now the manager of Hurst Gallery in Harvard Square, Cambridge. She
ran the 2002 marathon in Washington,
D.C., with Anne Nettles and Christina

Colby lists marriages and same-sex commitment ceremonies as “Milestones”
in the Alumni at Large section of the magazine. To have a wedding or commitment included, please submit the names of both partners along with the
class year(s), the date and the location of the ceremony to the appropriate
class correspondent (listed in the Alumni at Large section). For notices of
births and adoptions, the parents’ and child’s names, date and location of
the birth should be submitted to the appropriate correspondent.

Holmes. . . . Alex Wall reports struggling through his first year of UMaine
Law. . . . Ali Mian is the head physics
teacher at Barrie School in Silver Spring,
Md., and recently submitted an introductory high school physics textbook for
publication. . . . Anna Tesmenitsky
passed the Massachusetts bar exam and
is living in Portland, Maine. . . . Matt
Paquette moved to Sacramento, Calif.,
after a lengthy road trip through the
western national parks. Matt is a scientist
at Framatome ANP, an environmental
consulting firm. He spends most of his
time on rivers throughout the Sierra
Nevada Range doing wildlife, fluvial
and recreational fieldwork as part of
the federal hydropower relicensing process. . . . Kris Murphy transferred from
a microbiology lab at the University of
Wisconsin Veterinary School to the stem
cell research lab at UW’s Primate Center.
Kris will work on the research needed to
someday provide neural and pancreatic
tissues for transplant. Kris and his wife
also moved into their first home, in Mt.
Horeb, Wis. . . . Katie Lovett lives in
Chicago in the Wicker Park neighborhood. She is the advertising client service
specialist at Orbitz, an online travel site.
Katie works with all of the advertisers
and manages their campaigns. . . .
Carrie Dube is planning her October
wedding. She moved from Arizona to
Chicago and works at a pharmaceutical
manufacturing company in the northern
suburbs. . . . Waterville city councilor
Antone “T.J.” Tavares, D-Ward 6, is
making headlines all over the place in
the Morning Sentinel. . . . Jesse Dole
graduated from Suffolk Law School in
’02. . . . Teal Axt teaches biology and
physical science in the Weston (Mass.)
public school system. . . . Andy Wnek
finished his Air Force flight training
and is now based in Bangor, Maine,
where he will fly jumbo jet refuelers on
missions for the Air National Guard.
. . . Ben Waterhouse is a full-time
Portland, Maine, firefighter. . . . Matt
Sawatzky passed his second level of his
C.F.A. and is still a bond trader for John
Hancock. . . . Mike Salerno is still an
analyst at Cambridge Associates. . . . Ross
McEwan moved back to Denver, Colo.,
where he joined up with his dad to work
in sales at his father’s company. He also
coaches hockey. . . . Larry Spollen was

living in Galway, Ireland, with his wife,
Linda Evans Spollen. Larry recently
published poems in Stepping Stones, an
Irish magazine. He’s now at the University of Vienna in medieval studies and
plans on a Ph.D. in monastic orders and
their ideas and influence on territorial
occupation of foreign lands. . . . Abby
Manock lives in Boston and is doing a
post-baccalaureate program at the School
of the Museum of Fine Arts. . . . Nate Jue
and Pete Shapiro worked at a Frenchlanguage study abroad program in Nice,
France, and traveled around Corsica over
the summer of ’02. Nate then moved
to Tallahassee, Fla., and grad school at
Florida State University in the ecology
and evolutionary biology program.
Nate plans to focus on fisheries-related
research. . . . Dave Wilkens left San
Francisco and last summer led a group
of 15- and 16-year-old kids for 300 miles
on the Appalachian Trail for Overland.
Dave then took an outdoor educator’s
course with NOLS. . . . Leanna Hush
moved to North Carolina for a master’s
degree in city and regional planning at
UNC-Chapel Hill. . . . Katie White
is working on her master’s in public
administration at the Indiana University School of Public and Environmental
Affairs. . . . Lisa Berry deferred graduate school in North Carolina for a year
and moved to Watertown, Mass., to live
with Courtney Smith, who was entering her second year teaching English at
Woburn High School. Lisa is an environmental planner in Southborough,
Mass. . . . Kristen Haley works at the
Department of Environmental Protection in Portland, Maine, and lives in
Farmingdale. . . . Meredith Couslon
did her second year at Tufts veterinary
school and lives in Grafton, Mass. . . .
Jessica Banos finished her master’s at
Tufts and is a school psychologist in the
Boston area. . . . Kari Pearson, a professional sales representative in the CNS
division of Janssen Pharmaceutica, will
relocate to the Raleigh, N.C., area with
her dog, Jasmine. . . . Carrie Peterson
lives in Thetford, Vt., and works at the
Global Health Council in Norwich.
. . . Steve Kajdasz completed his first
year of medical school at Dartmouth.
. . . Dubek Kim and Sarah Richards
’01 are getting married in August. . . . I
spent a January weekend with Karena
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Alumni at Large

1990s-2000s

Bullock, Lelia Evans, Kristy Gould,
Katie Lawrence and Katie Rowen ’01
in New Hampshire—we had the best
time catching up. . . . For many of our
classmates, April 12 was a very special
day, as Kristina Stahl’s lacrosse jersey
was retired at Colby. Many friends and
loved ones gathered for the emotional
and beautiful dedication in honor of
Kristina’s life and impact on the Colby
athletic community. . . . Allison Birdsong is moving this summer to Lake
Placid, N.Y., where she will be teaching ninth and 10th grade Spanish at the
Northwood School. Allison also will be
the head lacrosse coach and assistant ice
hockey coach and will lead wilderness
activities in the fall. . . . Greg Pope is
in business school at Tuck. . . . Dylan
Commeret is looking hot as a model

in recent issues of the Abercrombie &
Fitch catalogue and Men’s Journal. . . .
Kristi Jacobi still works at Exploration
and loves it. During the summer she is
the director of programming; during
the year she is the assistant to the head
and gets to travel for recruiting and to
plan trips and classes. Kristi works with
Jess Alex and Ben Liston. Recently
Kristi flew to Chicago, picked up Laura
Houston and flew to Los Angeles, where
they saw Doug Lyons and Sean Foley.
. . . Katie Gordon teaches English at
Newton (Conn.) High School. . . . Emily
Ellis is the program director at Camp
Beech Cliff and will supervise numerous outdoor educational programs. . . .
Greg Domareki graduated magna cum
laude from Maine School of Law and
was admitted to the practice of law in

Supreme Judicial Court Justice Susan
Calkin’s chambers in Portland, Maine.
—Lindsay Hayes

00

Dave Ferguson worked on Third
Watch until the end of the season. He
reports that Erik Bowie has moved
to Williamsburg, Ian Smith is back
in China teaching history, and Pete
Hirschfeld is still in Vermont. . . .
Kamini Bhargava is in her second
year at the University of Denver,
Lamont School of Music, where she
is pursuing a master’s degree in violin
performance and Suzuki pedagogy. . . .
Nick LaRusso is also in Denver, working at ECollege. . . . Wilder Doucette
is working on his M.D./Ph. D. at the
University of Colorado Health Science
Center. . . . Krissy Lahtinen, currently

a third-year medical student at Albany
Medical College, has been engaged since
July of 2000 to Derrick Aley, with plans
to wed in May 2004. . . . Rebecca Solomon is working at Arnold and Porter in
Washington, D.C., and biking a lot. She
sees Cipperly Good, Katie Reber and
Janet Bordelon ’01 from time to time.
. . . Jessica Porter is in a biophysics
Ph.D. program at UC-Berkeley. . . .
Jason Gatlin and Mary Larios were
engaged in December and are buying a
house in Eugene, Ore., where they are
both in graduate school. . . . Whitney
Lawton is living in Mboyo, Senegal, a
village of 1,800, doing rural preventive
health education with the Peace Corps.
She has one more year in her service and
then plans to head to Japan and teach
English for a year. . . . Karen Lee is

carolyn c. szum ’01
Air Cleaner

Most people measure the distance between
countries in miles or kilometers. Carolyn Szum ’01
measures it in degrees of environmental peril.
When she recently traveled to Shanghai, China,
the smog-choked skyscrapers of the metropolis were
a far cry from the crystalline vistas of Mayflower Hill.
“At Colby, and living in New Hampshire, it’s pristine,” she said.
“It’s gorgeous. The air is not filthy. Then being in Shanghai, it was like,
'Wow. This is a big deal.’ The sky is always gray, and it’s hard to see
the sun.”
The Amherst, N.H., native was in Shanghai as part of an effort to
prevent an already bad air pollution problem from getting even worse.
Szum’s employer, the environmental consulting firm ICF Consulting, based in Fairfax, Va., sent her to Shanghai last January as part of a
four-person team charged with informing property owners and business heads about energy-saving and eco-friendly building management
methods. Her efforts were part of the Environmental Protection Agencyfunded program eeBuildings (Energy Efficient Buildings), whose mission
is to protect the global atmosphere by giving developing countries tools
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
”It’s a very simple yet effective thing that we’re doing,” Szum said.
“If Shanghai commercial buildings saved ten percent of energy, it would
be equivalent to taking about thirty-seven thousand
cars off the road each year.”
As a research assistant, Szum was in charge
of making sure everything went smoothly
as her group made PowerPoint presentations on useful energy-saving methods.
A translator simultaneously conveyed
that information in Chinese. Rather
than hyping flashy new technology,
the eeBuildings team’s suggestions
included ideas as simple as heating
and cooling systems that stop and
start at preset times and motionactivated lights that turn off when
you leave the room.
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Szum said she and her co-workers received overwhelmingly positive
feedback; at no point did she feel her suggestions were unsolicited
advice. For example, the vice chairman of the Association of Shanghai
Property Managers said in a closing statement to eeBuildings staff
and 60 Association members that he’d just been told by the municipal
government that the city was facing an energy shortage of 800,000
kilowatt hours. It was time, he told his members, to take action to
reduce energy consumption.
Szum would rather talk about environmental problems than personal triumphs. But according to co-workers, she was the most junior
ICF employee sent to China (by more than 10 years), selected from a
horde of young staffers who were eager to be sent abroad. And she was
assigned to the trip after being at ICF for only about a year. “It was much
sooner than I ever expected,” she said. “I think an academic background in international studies helped. [The project] is like the definition
of a liberal arts education. . . . The more open you can be and the more
perspectives you can bring to your work, the better you can be.”
She credits two Colby courses formative in paving the road for her
auspicious start in environmental consulting: Beth DeSombre’s international environmental law course and Tom Tietenberg’s course on
environmental economics. Szum learned in the course of her studies at
Colby that the environment is an issue that knows no borders. As such,
it is the ultimate starting point for cooperation between countries. “We
share one atmosphere, we share oceans,” she said. “That necessitates,
on every level, cooperation in order to preserve these resources.”
Szum’s work at Colby, combined with
her efforts with ICF, have solidified a powerful ideology for this young professional
that extends beyond the environment.
Her main concern, she said, is that
“people on the fifth floor talk to people
on the fourth floor.”
“It begins with a small handshake—you know, sharing a little bit
of expertise. Then the relationship
grows from there.”
—Braxton Williams

Milestones
Marriages: Reba A. Frederics ’00 to Jeffrey S. Libby ’00 in Waterville,
Maine  Sarah L. Church ’00 to Philip B.V. Murphy in Nelson, N.H.
a paralegal at Perkins Coie L.L.P., an
asbestos-litigation firm in San Francisco.
. . . J.R. Rudman is working at Lois Paul
& Partners, a high-tech public relations
agency out of Woburn, Mass. He is living
in Allston, Mass., with Brian Hiester
and Alex Moskos. . . . Emily Young
started a one-year journalism program
at Northwestern in January. . . . Alex
Bahn is in law school at Tulane in New
Orleans and will spend the summer at
Arent Fox in D.C. before finishing up next
year. . . . Skip Newberry is at UConn
law and plans to live and work in New
Haven this summer. . . . This summer Jon
Allen will be sailing from the Caribbean
to Newport, R.I., and then to Italy after
working for Disney on the filming of
Pirates of the Caribbean, starring Johnny
Depp. . . . Alanna Mingay lived in a rural
town in the south of Honduras for two
years, then returned to her hometown,
Marquette, Mich., in June 2002. She is
working at the local hospital and also
coaching the NMU Wildcats women’s
club ice hockey team. . . . Jason Ri is
currently in Japan, Shiga Prefecture, on
the JET Program. His position is “prefectural advisor” and counselor to other
foreign (to Japan) English teachers on the
same program. . . . Jeff Daniels is still in
Australia, where he hopes to complete an
independent documentary project based
in western China. . . . Kristy Swanson
traveled around China, Hong Kong and
Thailand for a little over a month and
is now back in Portland, Ore. She went
back to Colby last September for the
alumni soccer game and spent some time
with Jen Goodman. . . . Brenda Yun and
Diane Carr are living together in Honolulu, where Brenda teaches English and
Diane teaches French. They recently
hiked five days on the Na Pali Coast in
Kauai. . . . Chris LaPointe is working
for the Trust for Public Land in Boston
Project and is living in Salem, Mass. He
graduated in May from the University
of Vermont with a master’s degree in
natural resource planning and will be
getting married this July 12 to Dalene
Varney of Pittsburgh, Pa. . . . Amanda
Rutherford got a master’s in social work
at the University of New Hampshire. She
is working as a child and family therapist
at a community mental health center and
also attending Antioch New England
Graduate School in Keene, N.H., for
a clinical psychology doctorate. She
also bought her own house and spent
the fall completely remodeling. . . .

Kathryn Johnson is touring the world
with Lara Bonn and Chrissie Marzano.
They’ve visited Hawaii, Fiji, New Zealand, Australia and Southeast Asia. . . .
Jay Zarnetske and Phoebe Lehmann
’01 live together in Logan, Utah,
where they’ll begin graduate school
at Utah State University. Jay will study
river geomorphology and restoration.
Phoebe will be in wildlife conservation
and ecological modeling.
—Hilary Smyth

01 Liz Hubbard and Jared Fine

’98 got married in Rhode Island last
September and honeymooned in New
Hampshire. Her roommates Cindy
Rosenbaum, Becky Schechter and
John Logan took part in the wedding. Elizabeth Hoorneman, Sarah
Goodrich, Mike Alto ’00 and Matt
Apuzzo ’00 were also there. Jared even
sang at the reception! They’re back in
St. Paul, Minn., and Liz is working full
time at the biomedical library at the University of Minnesota while getting her
master’s degree in library and information
science. . . . Yuki Kodera lives in Somerville, Mass., and started grad school at

Dupill, Emily Mahlman and Laura
Montgomery were among other alums
in attendance for opening night. . . .
Michelle Chandler was recently asked
out by Justin Timberlake at a GQ photo
shoot but declined because she has a rule
about not dating boy band members. . . . I
welcomed Lelia Porteous ’02 to my office
at Lachapelle Representation, owned by
Linda Lachapelle ’77. The three Colby
women here are taking the photography
world by storm.
—Dana D. Fowler

02 Hillary Lavely is living in

Atlanta working for the Turner Company. . . . Jed McGraw is working for
a law firm in Washington, D.C. The
case he’s currently on is a trial in Austin,
Texas, so the firm sent him down south
for the next few months. . . . Chris
Collopy, Jimmy Garrett and Aaron
Bond are also living in Washington,
D.C. . . . Scott Tucker, who is living
in Boston, is engaged to Kate Gardiner
’00. . . . Also in Boston are Trevor
MacDonald, Jenna Wasson, Bliss
Woolmington and Andrea Graffeo.
Trevor recently started a new job with
city planners on the Big Dig. Jenna
also started a new job, and Andrea is
in graduate school. . . . Billy Spencer
was offered a job in Boston and will
move there soon. . . . Piper Elliott lives

thomas curran ’02
Where his record appears The Maine Antler and Skull Trophy
Book 2002.
What for? Shooting the second-largest buck during deer hunting
season 2001.
How big was it? 201-pounds, 14-point antlers.
What started him hunting? A Colby friend’s family took him out on
an expedition during sophomore year.
What Curran says about hunting with Colby buddies “I was the butt
of all hunting jokes and constantly teased about my Massachusetts lineage.”
But now? “This trophy will keep them from busting my chops, at
least until next hunting season.”
Lesley University in Cambridge for a
master’s in intercultural relations with
a concentration in international student
advising and education exchange. . . .
Evan Reece, Justin Amirault and Matt
Cohen still live in San Francisco. Evan
commutes to Napa during the week as
a crop duster and also works nights as
a wine taster (he loves anything with a
chestnut flavor). Justin is still writing
poetry and hoped to be published soon.
Matt spends his weekdays volunteering
for the tollbooth for the Golden Gate
Bridge. . . . Stu Luth made his N.Y.C.
acting debut in Dangerous Liaisons. Emily

in Seattle and is engaged to marry J.
J. Abodeely ’01 in August. . . . Also in
Seattle is Vanessa Willson. Vanessa’s
clothing line is flourishing. . . . Katie
Harris, Jen Smyth, Brooke Brisson, Lizzy Rice and Abby Kussell
all live together in Aspen. Katie and
Jen are teaching elementary school,
and Lizzy is teaching at a ski school.
. . . Blake Hamill started a new job
in New York City. She was to move
in with Fraser Ross, who is also
moving to the city. Leila Porteous,
also in New York, recently started
archiving past episodes of Seinfeld at

2000s Correspondents
2000
c/o Meg Bernier
Colby College
Office of Alumni Relations
Waterville, ME 04901
207-872-3185
classnews2000@alum.colby.edu
2001
Dana D. Fowler
353 East 78th Street, 11B
New York, NY 10022
classnews2001@alum.colby.edu
2002
Lydia Terry
819 Marquette Street
Dallas, TX 75225
classnews2002@alum.colby.edu
2003
Lauren Tiberio
131 Valley View Drive
Wethersfield, CT 06109-2621
classnews2003@alum.colby.edu
the New York Public Library. . . . Anna
L’Hommedieu is still in Spain working on her Watson. She will return to
the States in August. . . . Jess Bennett
and Max Sadler moved to Portland,
Ore. . . . Kevin Bracken and Cameron Gammill are traveling in New
Zealand. . . . Cory Gammill is teaching
at the Avon School and plans to take a
cross-country fishing trip this summer.
. . . Gabe Duncan-Roitman is living in
Denver, as is Eddie Watters. . . . Paul
Basmajian is coaching skiing in Park
City, Utah. . . . Pete Kraft is teaching
and living on a farm in Boulder, Colo.
. . . Bobby Nagle is playing hockey in
Czechoslavakia. . . . A surprisingly large
Class of ’02 contingent lives in Idaho.
Mike Ames is in Sun Valley working as
an investigative journalist. Chatham
Baker worked for the ski school in Sun
Valley in the winter and recently was
hired by the Forest Service to hunt
the cougar population in the Wood
River Valley. Megan Thomas, Molly
Currie, Katie Rauch and I are in Sun
Valley as well. Megan works alongside
Mike at the newspaper while pursuing a professional skiing career. Molly
works for the Tourism Board and
helps to research and promote the
local après-ski venues. Katie works
for the Sun Valley Magazine, and I
work at a preschool and kindergarten. We have recently signed up for
“Your Life as a Sitcom” but are still
in the interview process.
—Lydia Terry
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O B I T U A R I E S
Caroline Rogers Hawkes ’27,
March 17, 2003, in Windham,
Maine, at 101. She taught for 10
years in Massachusetts and in Windham, New Gloucester and Augusta
schools before serving as head librarian for the Augusta Mental Health
Institute for 18 years. Surviving are
her daughter, Ann Hawkes Paquin
’52, two granddaughters and several
nieces and nephews.
Ruth M. McEvoy ’28, January 10,
2003, in Batavia, N.Y., at 96. She earned
a master’s from Columbia University
and taught English before working at
Brooklyn (N.Y.) Public Library, where
she was appointed director in 1963.
Later, while working for the Richmond
Memorial Library in New York, she
wrote The History of Batavia. Survivors
include nieces and nephews and grandnieces and –nephews.
Joyce Gordon Steady ’28, September
5, 2002, in New Hampshire, at 98.
She was a homemaker who raised
three children. Survivors include her
daughter, Jane Steady Hood ’51.
Virginia Dudley Eveland ’29, October 12, 2002, in Bar Harbor, Maine,
at 93. Wife of a career Army officer,
she was a life-long social worker and
volunteer in Maine, Pennsylvania,
Alaska, Tokyo, Washington, D.C.,
Ann Arbor, Mich., and Carmel,
Calif. She was a founding member of
International Neighbors at the University of Michigan and worked with
the Carmel Foundation assisting the
retired population of the Carmel area.
She is survived by her son, J.D. Eveland, her daughter, Ruth Ann Eveland,
a granddaughter, two grandsons and
several nieces and nephews.
Earle A. McKeen ’29, April 19, 2003,
in Port Charlotte, Fla., at 95. He was
a principal in Winterport, Ashland
and Oakland, Maine, high schools
and principal of Waterville Jr. High
School before working one year with
the Maine Department of Education.
From 1956 to 1971 he was Colby’s
director of placement and director of
financial aid. Survivors include his wife
of 72 years, Florence, a brother, three
grandsons, two great-grandsons and a
nephew, Sidney McKeen ’49.
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Maxine Hoyt Richmond ’30, April
11, 2003, in Farmington, Maine, at
93. She was a sixth grade teacher in
Phillips, Maine, for 33 years. After
retirement she continued her life-long
interest in local history as secretary of
the Phillips Historical Society. Survivors include her daughter, Yvonne
Richmond Rowe ’55, a grandson and
several nieces and nephews
Mary Petke Summers ’30, February
28, 2003, in Southbury, Conn., at 95.
She held teaching positions at Sommerville (N.J.) High School and later in
schools in Detroit, Mich., and Hyattsville, Md. She worked as a librarian at
the Catawba County (N.C.) Library
for a number of years before retiring
to Connecticut. Survivors include
two brothers, Walter G. and Daniel
R. Petke, a stepdaughter, nieces and
nephews and grand- and great-nieces
and -nephews.
Rebecca Chester Wyman ’33, April
29, 2003, in Laguna Woods, Calif., at
91. A member of Phi Beta Kappa at
Colby, she earned a master’s at Case
Western Reserve. She worked for the
YWCA in Bangor, Maine, before serving the College as an administrator
from 1950 to 1963. Later she was the
assistant dean of women at Florida
State University and registrar at the
University of Maine at Portland.
She retired in 1977 after six years
as the librarian at Thayer Hospital
in Waterville. Predeceased by her
parents, Edith Watkins Chester ’07
and Webster Chester of the Biology
Department, she is survived by her son,
David Larsen ’63, her daughter, Mary
Larsen Rubery, five grandchildren and
two great-grandchildren.
Dorothy Hawkes Reynolds ’34,
January 25, 2003, in Windham
Center, Maine, at 90. A homemaker,
she also worked as a teller at Casco
Bank in Windham until 1974. She was
active in several local organizations
and clubs. Surviving are three daughters, Ann R. Gagnon, Betty L. Roberts
and Carol R. Riley, a son, William H.
Reynolds, seven grandchildren and
two great-grandsons.
John J. Pullen ’35, February 25, 2003,
in Brunswick, Maine, at 89. He was a
reporter for the Kennebec Journal in

Augusta, Maine, before joining Baker
Advertising in Hartford, Conn. After
serving as a captain in the Army during
World War II he was affiliated with
the N.W. Ayer Advertising firm in
Philadelphia. His many scholarly
books included The Twentieth Maine,
which sparked interest in Joshua
Chamberlain’s volunteer regiment
at Gettysburg. He is survived by his
wife, Margaret, three stepchildren,
five step-grandchildren, four stepgreat-grandchildren and two sisters,
including Ruth Pullen ’33.
Anita Thibault Bourque ’36, March
15, 2003, in Safety Harbor, Fla. She
worked as a secretary in Boston, then
raised three daughters. From 1968 to
1975 she was a real estate broker in
Portsmouth, N.H. Survivors include
her daughter Suzanne Girves.
Margaret Schryver Bostelmann ’38,
February 13, 2003, at 88. After studying interior decoration at Pratt Institute she conducted a professional career
in interior design. Survivors include her
husband, William Bostelmann.
Frances Coombs Murdock ’38,
January 4, 2003, in Vineyard Haven,
Mass., at 85. One of the original
employees of the fledling Massachusetts Blue Cross company, she worked
in public relations and was editor of
the company’s magazine until her
retirement in 1972. She is survived by
her cousins, Ruth Cogswell, Homer
Coombs and Vera Knight, and a niece
and nephew.
Ruth Reed Kingman ’39, November
3, 2002, in Brighton, Mass., at 87. She
was a medical technologist at several
New England hospitals and clerk in
the histology/cytology laboratory at
St. Elizabeth’s Hospital in Boston,
Mass. Survivors include her son, Peter
B. Kingman, and a grandson.
Richard E. de Nazario ’43, August
17, 2002, in Sandwich, Mass., at 81.
During World War II he served with
the Army Air Corps in England and
with the infantry in Germany. Over
a 36-year career with Pan American World Airways he was a service
manager in Chicago, Beirut, Lebanon, New York City and Frankfurt,
Germany. Later he was director of

the airport in Berlin and director of
operations for West Africa in Lagos,
Nigeria. Survivors include his wife,
Ursula, and two daughters.
John T. Foster ’40, February 7, 2003,
in Keene, N.H., at 83. He spent his
early years in China. During World
War II service with the 14th Air Force
he was rescued from behind Japanese
lines, and in 1994 he published a personal history of the bomber group. He
promoted the development of the Civil
Air Patrol, edited a weekly newspaper
and was a chief executive in health care
and hospital management. Survivors
include two sons, including John P.
Foster ’67, two granddaughters and his
companion, Lenice Hirschberger.
George H. Jahn ’43, March 15, 2003,
in Sanbornville, N.H., at 82. He served
in World War II with the Marine Corps
in the battles of Saipan and Iwo Jima.
After the war he earned a master’s from
Boston University and taught social
studies at North Quincy (Mass.) High
School from 1949 to 1963 and at Scituate (Mass.) High School from 1963
to 1978. Survivors include his wife of
60 years, Hope Mansfield Jahn ’44,
a daughter, Hope Jahn Wetzel ’68, a
granddaughter and several nephews
and nieces.
Ross L. Muir ’43, February 14, 2003,
in Hallowell, Maine, at 81 of cardiac
arrest. During World War II he served
with the Royal Canadian Armoured
Corps in England and western Europe.
He worked for Time and Encyclopedia
Americana in New York City after earning a master’s in English at Columbia
University. Later he rose to associate
managing editor at Forbes magazine
and concluded his career as a business and corporate communications
executive with Lazard Freres & Co.,
an investment bank. In 1959 he joined
Union Service Corp., then worked for
a group serving Lehman Brothers. He
is survived by his wife, Carolyn, three
sons, including Ross Lyle Muir Jr. ’89,
a grandson, a brother and a sister.
Alton L. Stevens ’43, February 6,
2003, in Raymond, Maine, at 82. He
served with combat engineers in the
North African and Italian campaigns
during World War II. He was general
manager for Ralston Purina Company

in Maine and Maryland and in Europe
and South America. Survivors include
his wife of 59 years, Mary, a daughter,
a son, Leslie Stevens ’69, two granddaughters, a grandson and two greatgrandchildren.
Hilda Niehoff True ’43, February
23, 2003, in Medway, Mass., at 82.
After teaching at Fryeburg academy
in Fryeburg, Maine, from 1943 to
1946, she was active in child and
family services as a social worker at
the New England Home for Little
Wanderers in Waterville, Maine, and
later in Boston. In 1990 she received an
award from the Massachusetts Association of Conservation Commissions for
community service. She is survived by
her daughter, Jane Norris, her brother,
William Niehoff ’50, and several nieces
and nephews.

F. Shirley Parks ’48, February 12,
2003, in Medford, Mass., at 76. She
did graduate work in elementary
education at Boston University and
taught English and history at Gorham
(Maine) High School before moving
to Medford, Mass., where she taught
kindergarten and grade one for 30
years. She leaves three nephews.
Gloria Shine Seidenberg ’48, January 4, 2003, in Rockville Centre, N.Y.,
at 75. She was a children’s librarian
at the Boston Public Library before
beginning a long career as a kindergarten teacher in Rockville Centre public
schools. Predeceased by her husband,
Jerry, she is survived by her daughters,
Jane Seidenberg and Susan Adler, a
sister and a brother.

Donald C. Whitten ’43, September
23, 2002, in Folsom, Calif., at 81. He
served with the Army’s 10th Mountain
Division in Italy during World War II.
After earning a master’s and teaching
physics at the University of Connecticut he was a development engineer and
product safety coordinator with Bristol
Instrument Company in Waterbury,
Conn. He was an avid bicyclist and
cross-country skier. Survivors include
his wife, Dorothy, two daughters and
two grandsons.

George A. Paine Jr. ’50, February
3, 2003, in Mission Viejo, Calif.,
at 78. He was a Navy pilot in the
South Pacific during World War II.
After teaching math and physics and
coaching football and baseball in the
early 1950s, he specialized in bank
robbery and kidnapping cases during
his 29-year career with the FBI and
captured two on the FBI’s mostwanted list. He is survived by sons
Bruce, Kevin, Timothy, William and
Robert, daughters Beth Aldecoa and
Nancy Williford, a brother and sister
and eight grandchildren.

Richard E. Parsons ’45, March 4,
2003, in Brunswick, Maine, at 81. He
served in the Marine Corps in China
during World War II. For 20 years he
was a sales manager for the American
Automobile Association, retiring in
1983. Predeceased by his brothers,
Donald A. Parsons ’42 and Arthur A.
Parsons ’48, he is survived by his wife,
Loretta, a son, two daughters, three
grandchildren, four step-grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.

Paul K. Titus ’50, November 8,
2002, in Las Vegas, Nev., at 77. A
U.S. Marine in World War II, he was
the director of marketing, advertising and tourism for the Las Vegas
Convention and Visitors Authority.
Previously he owned an advertising
firm and worked for Time Life in
promotions. He is survived by his
wife, Patricia, two daughters, three
stepchildren, 23 grandchildren and
one great-granddaughter.

Perry A. Harding ’47, February 7,
2003, in Waterville, Maine, at 78.
During World War II he was a sergeant with the 4th Infantry Division
in France, Belgium and Germany.
He worked for International Paper
Co. in Chisholm and Jay, Maine,
and in Ticonderoga, Glens Falls and
New York, N.Y. In 1985 he joined
Champion International Paper Co.,
working in their Texas and North
Carolina mills. Survivors include his
wife, Jean, three sons, a daughter, a
stepson and stepdaughters, a grandson
and four granddaughters and several
step-grandsons and -grandaughters.

Robert F. Conard ’51, January 26.
2003, in Canton, Mass., at 77. An
Army Air Forces veteran of World
War II, he received a master’s from
Boston University and was a guidance counselor in Canton schools for
29 years before retiring in 1992. He
is survived by his wife, Patricia, two
daughters, four sons, a brother, a sister
and seven grandchildren.
Richard L. Smith ’51, September
13, 2002, in Woodbury, Conn., at 72.
He was employed by Reidville Tool
Manufacturing Company in Waterbury, Conn., until his retirement

in 1992. Survivors include his wife,
Louise Hodge Smith ’52, two sons, two
daughters and nine grandchildren.
Susan Smith Huebsch ’54, March
10, 2003, in New Bedford, Mass., at
70. She was a real estate broker in
eastern Massachusetts and a hospital
volunteer. She served the College as a
member of the Alumni Council Executive Committee and as an overseer.
Predeceased by her husband, Roger
Huebsch ’53, she is survived by her
three daughters, Karen Huebsch
O’Brien ’77, Gretchen Huebsch Daly
’80 and Ellen Huebsch Anderson ’82,
and seven grandchildren.
Lot Phillips ’54, May 9, 2000, in
New Hampshire, at 68. Following
service with the Army Signal Corps
he was employed by an electronic
research firm. He also attended
Syracuse University.
Randi Miner Black ’55, October 5,
2000, in Los Altos, Calif., at 65. She
was a registered nurse at American
(Baptist) Homes of the West. She
is survived by her husband, Harold
Thomas Black, a son, a daughter and
a brother.
John M. Swinnerton ’59, February
4, 2000, in Bradford, N.H., at 63. He
served in the Marine Corps and later
earned degrees in geography and forestry at Morehead State University.
He taught at Colby-Sawyer College
in New Hampshire.
Stephanie L. Burton ’67, February 20, 2003, in Iowa City, Iowa, at
57. She was a program manager for
international business development
at National Computer Systems, Inc.,
where she began work as a science
test scorer in 1974. She established
a medical student scholarship fund at
the University of Iowa and served on
the board of directors of Iowa City
Hospice, Inc. She is survived by two
sons, Brendan and Seth Zimmermann,
and a sister.
Barbara Botwinick Knapp ’69,
December 8, 2002, in Florida, at 55. A
lawyer practicing in family, mediation
and mental health, she suffered fatal
injuries in a Florida Turnpike accident.
Survivors include her husband, Richard Knapp, a daughter and a son.
Kimberly Wathen Welch ’79,
February 16, 2002, in New Jersey, at
44. She held an executive position in

Ohio before joining Electrospec Inc.
in Dover, N.H. Survivors include her
mother, Nancy Pratley Wathen ’53,
and three sisters, including Deborah
Wathan Finn ’74.
Reyne J. Cuccuro ’83, December 27,
2002, in Clearwater, Fla., at 41. After
graduating from law school in New
York in 1986, she pursued medical
studies in New York and, later, an M.D.
in natural medicine at the University of
Toronto. Survivors include her father,
Ralph A. Cuccuro ’55.
Jeffrey N. Olson Jr. ’90, February
15, 2003, in Kennebunk, Maine, at
34. A Lynn, Mass., resident, he was a
psychology major who excelled in both
football and baseball at the College.
He lost his life in an automobile accident. Survivors include his mother and
father, Judith and Jeffrey N. Olson Sr.,
a daughter and five sisters and brothers,
including John R. Olson ’83.
Marjorie Bither Smith, April 5,
2003, in Boothbay Harbor, Maine.
She coached Colby teams from 1957
to 1979, winning five state women’s
tennis championships. In 1967 she
founded the Maine Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics for Women
and served as its first president. A
physical education professor who
championed lifetime health, fitness
and sports, she concluded her career at
the College as director of the physical
education programs for both men and
women. She was honored as Person
of the Year by the C Club, which created The Marjorie Bither Award for
“academic ability, athletic ability, and
leadership in athletics and on campus.”
Survivors include her two sons, Stewart
and Richard Bither.
William A. Bayle Jr., June 2, 2003, in
Castine, Maine. A Sodexho employee,
he was associate director of Colby
dining services for nine years before
being promoted to general manager at
Maine Maritime Academy in Castine.
Survivors include his wife, Holly.
Lynn Chadwick, April 25, 2003, in
Stroud, Gloucestershire, England, at
88. His expressionistic figurative works
in welded iron and bronze earned
him international acclaim. Stranger
III stands between the Bixler Art and
Music Center and the Keyes Science
Building on Colby’s campus.
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the last page
the other SARS epidemic
By John Hughes ’02
In the weeks before I left for my job teaching
English in Wuhan, in central China’s Hubei province,
I worried about whether I would be a good teacher,
how I would cope with spicy Sichuan cuisine every
day and even whether Chinese girls would like me.
I didn’t, however, give a thought to the possibility
that a deadly disease—and the even more invasive
rumors that accompanied it—would consume my
life so fully that, in the end, I would count masks as
I walked down the street, trying to time my breathing
so I exhaled as I passed large groups of people in
the congested city of eight million.
Before the disease was named Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome in the Western press, it had
a Chinese name that I never was able to pronounce.
One heard vague references to it in conversation,
and soon it had spread through the population—the
rumor, I mean. Not the infection.
It was the speculation that decimated our English-language classes, not because students were
sick, but because they were afraid. In the days before
our classes were officially postponed, there were
more and more empty seats. A colleague told me
of a hospital on the outskirts of the city that was supposed to house a number
of SARS patients and had supposedly been quarantined. I heard from another
colleague’s student, a doctor, that a couple of hospitals around Wuhan held
SARS patients. Yet the official tally of SARS cases in my province of 60 million
people remained at a single patient. Rumors sparred with increasingly drastic
government anti-SARS initiatives until I no longer knew what to think.
My school finally shut down temporarily after the government advised that
people avoid public places. I was left with little to do other than observe and
absorb the fear that was percolating around me. I watched scores of people in
protective suits swarm the buses around the city to spray every last surface with
disinfectant. I wondered why masked doctors in white scrubs sat like sentinels
at the gate of the Wuhan Infectious Disease Hospital on my street, though
there weren’t supposed to be any SARS patients there. After the government
shortened the May holiday, the Hubei Foreign Affairs Office went so far as to
discourage expatriates from leaving the province by proclaiming that any who
did try to leave would be fired from their jobs. All this in a province that had a
reported infection rate so minuscule it was almost nonexistent?
In reality, the numbers did not reflect the fear that swept through the
city. Every day hundreds of rumors in Wuhan accompanied the official SARS
count increases country-wide. When the case count for Hubei did finally jump
from one to two, it involved a man who took a train from Beijing to Hankou
station, a couple of miles from my apartment, and then hopped on a bus
that took him to the rural countryside north of the city. The man became the
second official SARS statistic, but enough rumors flew about others he may
have affected on the train and bus to make me wonder whether anybody
had been spared. I heard of countless friends of friends of friends who had
ridden the train to their homes in the city and were now sick. What if even
a handful of the rumors were true? And what about all the other rumored
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patients I had heard about that did not make the news?
Of course, not everybody in Wuhan wore masks. I didn’t, because someone
told me that a mask wouldn’t do much good unless you wore gloves and took
other preventive measures, too. In Wuhan people continued to live and work
as normally as they could. Still, somewhere among us, we were sure, was a
potentially fatal disease that had no known cure, infected both young and old
alike and spread mysteriously. It could be living on the stalks of the vegetables
I bought in the markets or on the elevator buttons in my 20-story high-rise
apartment building—buttons that people pressed countless times daily.
Vegetables and elevator buttons could transmit SARS, at least according
to the rumor mill. The rumor mill—and the fear it produced—turned out to
be an epidemic in itself.
In the end, it was fear rather than the actual SARS cases that caused me
to cut my stay short. I was weary of waking up every day wondering whether
I was developing a dry cough. I didn’t want to have to worry when a friend or
colleague was locked away in an isolated SARS ward somewhere in the city.
I left China, and my friends and students, and returned to the United
States. Here the story continued with reports of SARS outbreaks in Toronto
and disagreement over travel bans there. SARS surfaced in Russia, and back
in China they introduced spitting bags, portable spittoons to keep the virus
from spreading on the streets. Reported cases waned in China, but a few
still popped up in Hong Kong. Officials from the World Health Organization
conferred with Chinese health officials to prevent outbreaks in the future.
Of course, I won’t show up in any of the statistics related to the SARS
scare. But it seems that there should be a category for people like me, if the
true impact of the disease in our increasingly global society is to be measured.
After all, like many of us infected by the contagion of fear, I was a SARS victim
without ever becoming sick.

it’s what we do...
When Associate Professor of Russian Julie de Sherbinin learned
that Arrashke Hekmat ’03’s mother, Arnita, had been hospitalized with a life-threatening condition, she put the
word out to the Colby community. Donations came in to
help support Arrashke during the five months his mother spent at Mass General
Hospital, and a Colby family in Boston opened their home
to him. Students and staff visited both mother and son,
and numerous cards arrived. When Arnita left the hospital,
she moved from Lewiston to Waterville so she could
be closer to her son and her new Colby friends.
This year Arrashke, who missed spending a semester abroad
his junior year, was able to travel to Russia to teach English during Jan Plan, thanks to help from a Linda K. Cotter
Internship Award.

it’s what alumni do
The Colby Alumni Fund
800-311-3678 www.colby.edu/afgift
Every Gift Counts

Cherished
Possessions
A New England Legacy

An exhibition of 175
mid 17th- to mid
20th-century fine and
decorative arts objects
from the Society for the
Preservation of New
England Antiquities’
renowned collection
of art and artifacts.

July 16 through October 27

colby college museum of art
Waterville, Maine

Admission is free
For more information visit us online
www.colby.edu/museum/spnea
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Off the Drawing Board

Construction begins for the Colby Green,
the first stage of the biggest expansion of
campus facilities in 50 years. Page 6

